Are principles of Confucianism still applicable in modern society?

[bookmark: _GoBack]I-Ching: The Book of Changes, is one of the oldest literatures works in China. Within it are three principles: simple easy(簡易), changes(變易) and un-changes(不易). It means the good or bad of the universe is complex, but the truth is always the same, simple and easy. 

Everything is constantly changing all the time. However, the laws of nature, the laws of celestial bodies, such as the sun, moon and stars are eternal, as well as the five cardinal relationships: between ruler and subject, parents and children, husband and wife, between siblings and friends, have the same rules. No matter how society changes, how the era progresses, the laws of nature will never change, therefore the principles are suitable for ancient and modern times.

The core of Confucianism is based on the five cardinal relationships, which after applying, should be used to integrate all human beings with all things in the world, with the concept of benevolence. Benevolence of the heart is not only to help oneself, but everyone in the world. Such a worldview is particularly urgent in a technologically advanced global village. In the current world, major events in any place, such as war and financial turmoil, will affect the entire planet. Technology has turned the world into a truly inseparable one. Confucianism could possibly help society today.

There are far-sighted western historians and philosophers, with a deep understanding of Confucian values and knowledge of the characteristics of Chinese people. They all highly agree that Chinese-style cultural thought should be shared and implemented to the world. Even after the Second World War, China’s domestic politics was very unstable, and the people, in a period of catastrophic poverty. However, there are western historians who still predict that China will rise again one day in the future, with more belief than some Chinese citizens. At the same time, they hope that Confucianism could complement Western culture to make a better world. Among the many scholars, a few of them are represented below.
 
Dr. Arnold Toynbee (1889-1975), was a British historian, philosopher of history and research professor of international history, who stated “China's past achievement and historical experience have endowed it with the qualifications that the West so conspicuously lacks. On the strength of that achievement, China has a more promising chance of shepherding mankind into political unity than any other country.” (Toynbee, Arnold, 1974, pp.18-19)

Toynbee believed Confucianism and Buddhism are based on wise, gentle thoughts, and would be the greatest hope for saving all mankind. (Toynbee, Arnold, 1973 pp.4-9)
In 1978, after Toynbee passed away, " Toynbee’s View of China" (トインビーの中国観) was published, compiled by Yamamoto Shi (山本新) and Hidemura Kinji (秀村欣二). The core idea of ​​the book is about the future of the world is in China because only the Chinese civilization has passed the test of continuing for thousands of years in world history. It has a high degree of stability and continuity. China possessing a foundation of Confucianism and Mahayana Buddhism is a hope for the world.
Toynbee’s main academic contribution was the 12-volume: “A Study of History”, which studies history from the perspective of social civilization development. He believes that the decline of social civilizations stems from the inability to cope with moral and religious challenges, not material and environmental challenges. He had a deep understanding of world history and a devout Christian background. His insights stem from his compassion for world issues and his ultimate concern was about the direction of human society in the 21st century. In his later years, Toynbee tried to save human civilization from the brink of destruction. From the book it appears he believed that if human beings are not awakened with morality, and with the development of industrialization, with moral values ​​gone and people no longer believing in God, if this continues, the world will eventually be destroyed. 
The view of the world in the "Book of Rites" verse states "The period of Tat’ung- the great commonwealth." This highlights the Chinese people’s concept of the world, showing the broadmindedness of this nation. This is one of the reasons why Toynbee had pinned his hopes on China. (Yamamoto Shi(山本新) and Hidemura Kinji(秀村欣二,1978)

Russell Bertrand (1872-1970), philosopher and historian mentioned in ‘The problems of China’:” the natural Chinese attitude is tolerance and friendliness.” (Russell, 1921) 
Russell believed that the Chinese were philanthropic and showed a sense of satisfaction, which gave them the ability to avoid falling into the endless and meaningless competition of Western capitalism. It could mean that the Chinese way, would be a remarkable model for the world. If they could be adopted by the whole world, there would be more joy and peace on earth than now.
Russell objectively pointed out many problems that existed in China at the time, although the West had actual leadership in some aspect. Nonetheless, Chinese culture has a deeper understanding of the ultimate goal and meaning of life. Furthermore, he is convinced that China will be able to give new hope to mankind at the most critical moment. (The problems of china: https://web.archive.org/web/20080209233334/http://www.philosophyarchive.com:80/text.php?era=1900-1999&author=Russell&text=Problems%20of%20China#CHAPTER_XI)
 
The historical crisis after the First World War made European intellectual circles doubt and despair Western scientific and technological civilization. Eyes turned to people-oriented Confucianism. In addition, they gave praise, affirming its value in modern society. (Yamamoto Shi(山本新) and Hidemura Kinji(秀村欣二,1978)

Certain businesses have no moral values, such as selling inferior products to customers at unreasonable prices. In 2008, the infant milk formula incident occurred. The factory’s powder was found infused with toxic chemical additives, bringing about thousands of babies to be affected, and some lost their lives. This incident would raise China’s food safety issues. Furthermore, scandals and corruption among officials from various government agencies continues. Since 1966, ‘The Cultural Revolution’ China made Confucian traditional culture and morality the culprit, which hindered national progress. The Chinese lost their national confidence, every aspect of the country had to be reorganized. They began to pursue Western capitalism, eliminating traditional elements by various ways. At the same time, someone was doing the opposite. The Western wise men, seeing the limited development of Western countries, realised ultimately that capitalism would be unable to bring peace to the world. Such concerns forced them to find solutions. Therefore, Chinese culture was seen as the sustenance of hope for peace and harmony. Time will prove the wise men’s point of view. China has a root of five thousand years of history, but even it temporarily loses its direction. As long as the right conditions are present, restoring traditional culture to achieve a stable society could materialise in the near future.

One big change may start from a Buddhist monk. 
A respected Master Chin Kung has been spreading the wisdom of Chinese culture throughout the world. He has been invited to participate for world peace conferences in UNESCO, Paris. He repeatedly points out that traditional Chinese ethics education could resolve conflicts and promote social stability, harmony and world peace. This topic has been praised by scholars from various countries. They agree that it is a great idea, but that in reality, it cannot be achieved. This made him decide that a place of demonstration had to be established, to prove the ideas are feasible. 

In 2004, the Cultural Centre was built in a small town, Tangchi, in Lujiang, China. The centre based its teachings on a Confucian text :Di Zu Gui(弟子規). Master originally expected to witness changes within the area in three years of teaching. However, there were changes in only a few months, with members of the public being very polite and the streets became cleaner and tidy. Social order was stable and harmonious, and the sharp decline in the divorce rate and crime rate was a powerful indicator. Even if someone dropped their wallet on the road, no one would steal it. This was similar to the ideal realm of Confucius’ Great World (大同世界).
In 2006 October, Master introduced the results of Tang Chi at UNESCO and attracted their attention. A number of ambassadors went to Tang Chi to investigate after the conference. 
(http://www.ckunesco.com/tangchi-2/)
This experiment clearly tells the world the feasibility of Confucianism in modern society, increasing the influence of Confucianism in China.

At the 2015 UNESCO Multicultural Forum, Wu Nianbo, Chairman of Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics Co. Ltd. presented the topic: Chinese traditional culture in the implementation of modern enterprises-中國傳統家文化 在現代企業之落實. Inspired by Confucian principles, he manages thousands of employees with a benevolent philosophy. The company's aim is - the value of the company lies in the happiness of the employees.
Wu proposed an attempt to build a model of a happy enterprise, with Chinese traditional family culture. He explores a systematic promotion model of eight modules of human enterprise education, humanistic care, environmental protection, social responsibility, health promotion and others. After several years, the company has begun to consummate the management of family culture Chinese-style. They have spread the experience to other enterprises. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RErca2atNJA

Recently, China is changing, with the President of China leading the country in the restoration of Chinese culture. Xi Jinping strongly advocates the restoration of traditional virtues. With a purge on corruption, officials now resist receiving and buying luxury possessions. President Xi personally demonstrates a frugal lifestyle. 

On the 5th November 2018, he gave a speech suggesting that countries should transcend differences, promote inclusive development, and work together to address the risks and challenges facing all mankind. He also mentioned: Pursuing a happy life is the common aspiration of people of all countries. The influence of Confucian thought was evident in his speech, expressing the idea of coexistence with all countries in the world. （https://china.hket.com/article/2201096/習近平進博會開幕式演講（全文））

Traditional Chinese culture is represented by Confucianism. The core of this begins with self-cultivation, management of one’s family, the ruling of the country, which can then bring peace to the world. The above examples mentioned in China range from the national leader to academic elites, from large business enterprises to small families. As citizens, we need to witness our leaders being moral and showing the right example for us to follow if we hope to be influenced for the better. While various groups are learning and applying Confucianism in their daily lives now, it will only be a matter of time before the rest of the world finds out more about it and its possible benefits. In modern society, Confucius is still standing here, leading the world to a way of prosperity and peace.
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