


In-sessional support

Week 1

Aims 

This session aims to:

· raise awareness of aspects of organization and language which contribute to an academic style


Features of academic writing: academic style
As part of an academic community it is necessary for you to become aware of the rules and conventions to communicate within this community. This is what constitutes academic style. How would you answer the following questions:
· Would you write in a specific style when writing academic texts in your own language? What are the features of this style?
· What features of academic writing do you think make a text more academically acceptable in English?

Quiz: Do I have a good academic writing style?

Read each question and choose the best answer for you by putting a tick ✓ next to a letter
in the table below. When you have finished all the questions, check your answers with your tutor and add up your total score.

	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4
	Q5
	Q6

	A
	A
	A
	A
	A
	A

	B
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B

	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D





Q1 Which one of the following is closest to academic style?

a a novel
b a newspaper article
c an advertisement
d a letter from the bank

Q2 The best way to start an academic text is

a with a question
b with some new or surprising information
c with some background details
d with the topic of the text

Q3 The best way to keep your reader’s attention in an academic text is

a to write short sentences
b to give familiar information first, and then new information
c to be friendly, e.g., as in an e-mail
d to ask questions first, and then give the answers, e.g., as in a conversation

Q4 The best order for ideas in an academic paragraph is

a from a general idea of the main point to specific details
b from specific details to a general idea of the main point
c the order in which I think of the ideas when I am writing
d no particular order, as this does not matter

Q5 The best way to start a sentence in an academic text is

a with some information the reader knows already
b with some background details
c with some new or surprising information
d with a person or personal pronoun, e.g., We can see

Q6 The best kinds of words to use in academic writing are

a unusual words that a reader will notice and admire
b simple words, such as big and important, which are easy to understand
c words such as reason or similarity which show relationships between ideas
d special technical words which are specific to the subject I am studying
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What does my score mean?


Less than 8: It seems you do not yet have much experience of academic writing. Perhaps you cannot see any differences in style between academic writing and other kinds of writing. Try to find some examples of academic writing in your subject. Compare the way the author writes with the questions in this quiz.

9 to 14: You have some ideas about good academic style, but it is possible that you are still
remembering classes you had at school in which you studied literature (e.g., novels, poems
and plays) or newspapers. You perhaps still remember some of the things your teachers
told you about why these kinds of texts are effective. However, good academic writing is
quite different from good literature. Try to find some examples of academic writing in your
subject. Compare the way the author writes with the questions in this quiz.

15 to 18: You are probably already a good writer in your own language, and you have been
using your skills to learn and use an academic writing style in English. For you, this process
may even happen without you being aware of it. Your EAP course will help you to notice
what you already do so that you can develop your academic writing style further.

[Taken from: EAP Essentials 6.1 Quiz: Do I have a good academic writing style?
Tasksheet (1 of 2)© 2008 Garnet Publishing Ltd.]





Discussion

How is British Academic style different from the academic style of your own language? 
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