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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
What is the impact of community policing on crime rates and police-community relationships in Telford?
Community policing is a widely debated approach in law enforcement, especially for its effectiveness in reducing crime and building stronger relationships between the police and community members. A compelling example of this approach’s success is the Townhill Anti-Burglary Initiative. In Townhill, when the community were faced with rising burglary rates, the local authority, in response, launched a neighbourhood policing strategy focused on community engagement and active surveillance. Crime rates significantly declined as a result, demonstrating how targeted community-based approaches can foster improvements in public safety (Smith, 2020).
By examining similar strategies in Telford, this study seeks to assess whether community-policing efforts can yield comparable results in reducing crime rates and improving police-community relationships. Drawing on such past evidence, such as the Townhill Initiative provides valuable insights for understanding how community-policing can be adopted and optimized for different regions.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES:
Research Aim
The primary aim of this research is to assess the impact of community policing on crime rates and police-community relationships in Telford. This involves examining the quantitative effects on crime and exploring the qualitative aspects of trust and cooperation between police and the community.
[bookmark: _Hlk165576097]Research Objectives
1. Assess the Impact of Community Policing on Crime Rates in Telford: Examine how community policing affects crime rates by analyzing data over a specific period to determine if there is a correlation with a reduction in crime.
2. Analyze the Effect of Community Policing on Police-Community Relationships: Investigate how community policing influences trust and cooperation between police and the public through interviews and surveys.
3. Identify Key Factors Contributing to the Success or Challenges of Community Policing in Telford: Explore the elements that contribute to or hinder the success of community policing by gathering insights from police officers, community leaders, and residents.
4. Explore Best Practices and Recommendations for Improving Community Policing Strategies: Determine effective strategies and develop recommendations to improve community policing by synthesizing data from multiple sources.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
A plethora of academic research has been conducted, providing empirical evidence to contribute to the knowledge base in community policing. Skogan and Frydl (2004) conducted an in-depth study of different policing approaches, with a specific emphasis on Fairness and effectiveness in policing. Their work provides a bedrock for understanding the fundamental concepts behind community policing efforts.
Also, Kelling and Moore (1988) provided insights into the historical perspective of policing strategies, indicating the shift to community-based approaches. Their analysis contextualizes community policing in a broader historical framework, emphasizing its contemporary relevance.
In addition, Braga and Weisburd’s (2018) article explores Focused deterrence strategies and crime control, providing a systematic review of the efficacy of community policing. Similarly, Gill et al. (2014) conducted a systematic review of Community-oriented policing to reduce crime, disorder and fear and increase satisfaction and legitimacy among citizens, emphasising the role of the police in improving public trust and reducing fear within communities.
Similarly, reports from government agencies, such as the Bureau of Justice Assistance (1994) and Office for National Statistics (2023), establish operational frameworks and quantitative perspectives on the structured implementation of community policing strategies and practical understanding of policing strategies.
Organizational strategic plans especially those used by International Association of Chiefs of Police and the College of Policing (2024) shows the importance of community engagement and provide practical guidance for improving police-community relationships (Modise, 2023).
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The study will use a general survey method to gather perspectives from multiple neighbourhoods within Telford. This will allow for more generalizable results while still providing valuable insights into community-policing efforts.
The research will utilize a mixed-methods approach.
Qualitative Methods
These methods will explore the subjective experiences of police officers and community members, particularly regarding trust and cooperation between the police and the public. The qualitative data will be collected through:

· Semi-structured Interviews: Conducted with police officers, community leaders, and selected residents, these interviews will explore personal perceptions of community-policing strategies and their impact.
· Focus Groups: Group discussions with community members to gather a broader range of opinions and foster interactive conversation.
Quantitative Methods
The quantitative component will assess the broader impact of community-policing by:
· Crime Rate Analysis: Analysing crime statistics over a specific period to determine the correlation between community-policing efforts and changes in crime rates.
· General Surveys: A structured survey will be distributed to a representative sample of Telford residents, collecting data on their perceptions of community policing, trust in law enforcement, and individual experiences with crime.
The survey method has been chosen for its simplicity and broad applicability, ensuring that many respondents can be reached. This will make the findings more reliable and less prone to the challenges of securing professional responses.

Limitations of the Study
While this research aims to provide comprehensive insights into the impact of community policing in Telford, several limitations should be noted. Focusing on one geographic area, such as Telford, may restrict the generalizability of the findings. Telford's unique socio-economic context, population density, and crime patterns might differ significantly from those of other regions, meaning the results may not be applicable to areas with different characteristics.
Furthermore, securing responses from professionals such as police officers may be challenging due to their demanding schedules. This could impact the depth of the qualitative data collected. Additional outreach strategies, including flexible interview scheduling and alternative data collection methods, will be considered to mitigate this.
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· Purposive Sampling: Used to select police officers and community leaders with direct experience in community policing.
· Random Sampling: Employed to reach a diverse and representative cross-section of residents across multiple neighborhoods.
By adopting this more general approach, the research will provide a comprehensive view of community policing in Telford while avoiding the potential pitfalls of overly focusing on one specific area. This broader scope also allows for greater flexibility in analysing successes and challenges across different contexts.
Sample Size
· For interviews and focus groups, the anticipated sample size is 15-20 participants.
· For surveys, a sample size of 100-150 respondents provides sufficient data for statistical analysis.
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
Inclusion: Participants must be involved in or directly interacting with community policing. Survey participants must be over 18 years old.
Exclusion: Individuals not meeting inclusion criteria or unwilling to participate.
Ethical Considerations
Participants will provide informed consent, with confidentiality maintained and personal data anonymized for protection.
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