Methodology Chapter
Introduction
This paper is an evaluation of the impact of adult reoffending in England and Wales, in this chapter it will outline the research methods used in the paper surrounding the research onion and the importance of methodology.  As a reminder the aims and objectives of this paper are to explore the prevalence of reoffending in the adult population in England and Wales, ascertain the impact of reoffending in England and Wales and finally evaluating the public's perception and attitude toward how reoffending impacts their community. 
As a reflection on the literature review in this paper its main purpose is to understand current legislation but also to reflect on new and older legislation, it shows gaps in the research and support for those who commit crimes and those who are affected by them, this is with the aim to conduct more in-depth research so that better services can be provided to those who commit crimes and are affected by it. 
Research strategy
During the research for this paper the use of qualitative data will continuously be followed, through a survey which will be distributed through social media platforms. Dye (2021) discussed qualitative data is more unstructured compared to quantitative data, qualitative data helps to formulate hypothesis's and build a better understanding of research. 
Earlier on in this paper during the literature review, online websites and previous research techniques were used to form new questions to form a new survey to help gain better understanding of the public's perception. 
A questionnaire was chosen because it is a research method which is used to obtain  information on this chosen subject a survey helps to provide a vast amount of data in a short amount of time, they are frequently used to gather information from a wind range of individuals including those who can be harder to reach.
[bookmark: _Int_QsUviQQy]Ponto (2015) discussed that surveys have been used for decades to obtain information from many different groups and individuals, historically it's been included to gather large population-based data. The primary focus of this form of research is to gather research on a larger scale, it helps to gather information and characteristics and to help answer questions that have previously been addressed and needs reassessing in order to set goals on how to tackle these issues, surveys have become increasingly popular due to their versatility.

Data Collection
The focus of this data collection will identify key themes and words used by those who complete the questionnaire, it allows the researcher to see key themes not driven by numbers, it helps to dive deeper into the experiences of people, it helps to look into their personal knowledge and also their expectations and the emotions related to the topic.
Data Analysis
To analyse the qualitative data that will be conducted through the survey it will split into key themes and patterns. Through thematic analysis it helps to organize and ensure that qualitative data is as clear as possible, this is extremely important as it allows a researcher to go through the research and pick out the themes and patterns, this method is flexible which makes it suitable for both the inductive and deductive process (Jones, 2022).

Research Approach
Inductive 
The inductive research approach is one of the general outlines when conducting qualitative research, when following this approach, it is important that when using an inductive approach Dudovskiy (2024) discusses that inducive research searches for a pattern through observation, it also important that this process does not disregard the theories surrounding the relevant research when formulating the questions and objectives. Inductive research is carried out in stages firstly by collecting the data, the analysis of the data collected, the identifying of the fields in the data which helps to develop the theories and explanations for the data collected and finally reporting the findings in this case through this research paper that continues through this chapter (Salomao, 2023).
Deductive
[bookmark: _Int_v3fpblpc][bookmark: _Int_XLwVfYmA]Deductive research is typically used when in association with a more scientific research investigations, it takes into account existing theories. A deductive approach can be used to collect data Atlas (2025), stated that a deductive approach is used on a fresh set of participants who are of sound mind, deductive research is mostly based off new data, it usually begins with a theory while testing specific observations. This starts with the development of the theory which links in with the formulation of a hypothesis, from the formation of a hypothesis data gets collected and then analysed from these researchers are able to form their conclusions.
The Research Onion

[image: ]
The research onion is used as an analogy for the stages of research based on the layers of an onion. Saunders et al (2007) developed the research onion to help those who are conducting research go through the different stages to help build strong research while ensuring it has good structure; this is done by essentially peeling back the layers of the onion during each stage of research, the purpose of the research will have a clear link to the philosophy that has been adopted, each layer has a different purpose and has an impact on the way a research is designed it helps to determine the final outcome of the research itself. 
The research onion is relevant when conducting dissertation research as it supports clear structure of the research and its findings, the outer layer of the research onion is what lays down the research philosophy working inward and down to the core until the conclusion of the research is reached.


Limitations 
There are many limitations to any kind of research, bias is one of the bigger issues when it comes to using a survey as a form of data gathering. Milosrdnice (2013) discussed that when collecting data those involved have their own opinions, respondents could answer questions in line with the way they see things socially their ideal this can be misleading. It’s not only the participants that can have a bias of opinion, but those also conducting the research itself can be bias too this can be based on their interpretation of the data collected but also the research topic. 
In relation to limitations the sampling size of those partaking in research Charlesworth Author Services (2022) discussed that statistically having a large sample size for research studies have more reliable results it is better because there tend to be smaller margins of error and less deviation from the research presented, larger sample sizes help the researcher to control things such as false negative or false positive findings, the bigger the number of samples the better the results will be.
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