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[bookmark: _Toc511986947]Introduction
The aim of this report is to reflect on some of last years assignments. By reflecting on these reports, I hope to discover my strengths and weaknesses and find a way I can strengthen them going forwards.
Reflecting is a personal response to a situation, additional information or an experience. It’s a way of processing information to explore learning in a separate way. This is an effective way to make sense and understanding of what I am learning and a good opportunity to reinforce and develop writing skills. Its to a good way to analyse my own thought process and how to come to that thought process through my beliefs and experiences.
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Figure 1: The Thinking Process (adapted from Mezirow 1990, Schon 1987, Brookfield 1987)


 






[bookmark: _Toc511986948]Academic Writing – Solar Energy Presentation
[bookmark: _Toc511986949]Brief                                                                                                                                                                               In pairs we had to give a short presentation on new technology. We decided to give a presentation on 
[bookmark: _Toc511986950]Feedback                                                                                                                                                  References to a limited range of mostly relevant sources. Referencing conventions evident though not always applied consistently.
You had used number references within your slides and then produced a reference list at the end. The reference list was not in the correct referencing conventions. It would have been good to have included a few more sources within your presentation.
Evidence of some logical, analytical thinking and some attempts to synthesise, albeit with some weaknesses. Some evidence to support findings/ views, but evidence not consistently interpreted. Some relevant conclusions and recommendations, where relevant. You presented the information that you had well, though it did come across like a press brochure, and at times you came across as unsure about what you were delivering.
A good and appropriate application of standard methods, materials, tools and/or techniques. Good appreciation of the context of the application, with some use of examples, where relevant.
Can communicate effectively in a suitable format but may have minor errors. Can work effectively as part of a team, with clear contribution to group activities. Mostly coherent work and is in a suitable structure. We were impressed that you stepped in to help Thomas out when he got confused. Generally, we felt that you presented to a reasonable level.

[bookmark: _Toc511986951]Reflection
I feel I can speak and present information confidently to people and I feel that every presentation I do I grow more confident. Although looking back at this piece of work I do feel I could have done it to a much higher standard.
This report lacks an in-depth knowledge of the subject I was presenting and does not include the correct referencing system. To present information well you must learn the subject to a good standard I feel I may have rushed the research side of this report and it was clear in my presentation. I feel there was a lot of confusion and stop and start because me and my partner had not practised with each other and so the direction of the presentation wasn’t very clear.
Since receiving this feedback my planning and timetable is much more efficient, I allow myself more time for research and learning. I have also become much more familiar with the referencing systems.






[bookmark: _Toc511986952]Engineering Science – Simple Harmonic Motion
[bookmark: _Toc511986953]Brief
I set up an experiment and take readings. I then had to research SHM and then compare it with my readings to see if my practical results matched the theory of SHM. All of my findings had to be presented in a technical report.
[bookmark: _Toc511986954]Feedback
Inclusion of external information [4/8 marks] Some evidence of background reading in your references chapter, but no citation in the body of the report, how is the reader meant to know what belongs where? 
Knowledge is extensive. Exhibits understanding of the breadth and depth of established views. Sound, logical, analytical thinking; synthesis and evaluation. Ability to devise and sustain persuasive arguments, and to review the reliability, validity & significance of evidence. Ability to communicate ideas and evidence accurately and convincing.
Chapters need to be numbered for professional technical reports e.g. 1.0 Introduction, 2.0 Experimental Procedure, etc. Contents page is pointless without page numbers. Justify the text both sides of the page. Do not talk in the first person no 'I's, 'you's' or 'We's'. Stick to one type of line spacing for the whole document. All images or graphical data needs to be labelled 'Figure 1: Title (ref, date)' underneath the object and referred to accordingly in the body of the text. Similarly Tables of data should be labelled 'Table 1: Title (ref, date)' underneath the object. Tables of data should go into a 'Results' chapter, calculations and data manipulation (such as graphs) go in the 'Analysis' chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc511986955]Reflection
I found this feedback to be constructive, it shows I had a good understanding of the theory and knew how to convey my argument to make my point across. I felt sure of the information I was conveying and confident my point was right I am glad it was recognised. I feel I am strong with science based subjects where there is only one right answer but I need to support this answer with other peoples conclusions otherwise my conclusion is just an opinion.
Although there is a reoccurring them in my feedback, lack of referencing properly also a lack of using a wide range of recourses. I lost a lot of marks from the technical report itself. It shows clearly, I did not know how to write a technical report to a good standard at this point. Most of the marks lost on this report were writing skills. I feel that losing marks on writing skills is not acceptable they are marks that I should get right all the time. Because when difficulty level of the theory and analysing increases, the writing techniques will stay the same.
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[bookmark: _Toc511986956]Conclusion
Through reflecting on past assignment feedback it has shown me my strengths and weaknesses. I have a sound understanding of the theory and I can convey information confidently. These are skills I can carry forward with my progress.
It is clear to me I have weakness in my writing skills. Mainly in my referencing but also in my structure of my reports. This is due to the fact I haven’t studied in a way where I must write technical reports and essays its new techniques to me. I feel the foundation year gave me a chance to make mistakes and this feedback shown me where I need to strengthen. 
Going forward with my degree I have put time and effort into improving my writing skills, thought there is always room for improvement I feel my feedback from semester 1 has shown me my writing skills have improved, but could improved more so 
2

image3.png




image4.png
‘\ Justify actions + Solve problems.

\ Deeper meaning - Changes
_ r'-c"'i"' Thinking
5 . Revisit

Y, \_experiences

Reflective Thinking




image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





image2.png




