HPAH4003 Handout for source criticism (remember: sources means ‘ancient sources’) [make not of the lines in App., Plut, Sall., Cic., etc. that you use in each instance]
	
	Appian
	Plutarch
	Sallust
	Other Ancient Sources

	The Author and his work:
· Date of his work?
· What kind of genre?
· Intended Audience?
· The author’s intentions?
· What did the author know [or what could he have known] about the events he writes about?
· What are the author’s sources?
	
	
	
	

	The THIRD SERVILE WAR:

What events of the 3rd Slave War are mentioned by the ancient author?

· e.g. journey of the slaves, the battles, the crucification, any internal struggles (e.g. Crixus vs. Spartacus, Crassus vs. the Senate, etc. etc.)


	
	
	
	

	How is Spartacus characterised?
	
	
	
	

	Who was involved in the slave revolt? Number of slaves?  Ethnic identity?
Other groups joined the revolt…?
	
	
	
	

	How is Crassus characterised?
	
	
	
	

	What other ‘Romans’ are mentioned?
Names, status military/political role,…?
	
	
	
	

	What are the slaves’ intentions?
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