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Example of Essay Question & Annotated Bibliography of Resources

Question
Discuss narration and focalization in narrative fiction and analyse their use in at least one passage of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.

References
Heelas, Paul; Lash, Scott; Morris, Paul, Detraditionalisation: critical reflections on authority and identity, Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1996.
A reliable source of information as it is based on findings from a conference carried out by the Centre for the Study of Cultural Values at Lancaster University. Covering subjects like Civilisation and Social Values, it can be used to explore the psychology of relationships, authority, and identity. A better understanding of these elements will provide insight into relationships between characters in Things Fall Apart, for example Okonkwo and his father, and their point of view.

Bleidorn, Wiebke; Denissen, Jaap J.A, ‘Virtues in action- the new look of character traits’ in British Journal of Psychology, Vol.106 (4), 2015, 700-724.
A reliable source of information as the British Journal of Psychology is well-respected and peer reviewed.  The essay looks at the nature and psychological meaning of consistency in character traits and virtuous behaviour and how they manifest in everyday life. Could prove useful to relate these elements to everyday life in Things Fall Apart and consider which character traits are indicated, leading to a deeper understanding of the characters and their point of view.

El-Dessouky, Mohamed Fawzy, ‘The Cultural Impact upon Human Struggle for Social Existence in Chinua Achebe’s “Things Fall Apart” in English Language Teaching, Vol.3 (3), 2010, 98-106.
A reliable source of information as Teaching English Language is a peer reviewed journal. The article aims at introducing an insight into the nature of cultural conflict as depicted in Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart. Could provide a deeper understanding of the characters and their point of view by reflecting information revealed about characters against a broader view of their social conditioning. 
Shlomith, Rimmon-Kenan, Narrative Fiction: contemporary poetics, London: Routledge, 1983.
A reliable source of information as it was recommended by course leader, Peter Mitchell and is listed in the university library. An excellent comprehensive guide on narrative fiction, providing information on narration, focalisation, and narrative theory.

Macrae, Andrea, ‘You and I, Past and Present. Cognitive Processing of Perspective’, in Diegesis: Interdisziplinäres E-Journal für Erzählforschung, Vol.5 (1), 2016.
The article is based on an experiment investigating the relationship between deictic elements of focalisation and readers’ perspective-taking within imaginative conceptualisations of a fictional narrative scene. Provides further information on different types of narrative point of view and explores the effect on the reader. Also explores the affect on the reader when the narrative is written in the first or second person point of view.
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