There are a number of educational theorists, including Skinner, Vygotsky and Dewey that have shaped the educational system in the way professionals support and teach children and young people. There is also a vast amount of educational theories and approaches that will be discussed in this essay. These being, the Behaviourist, Social Constructivist and Pragmatic Approach. The effect of these applications on classroom practise of learning theories will also be considered throughout while comparing theorists.

‘Skinner believed learning is a process of conditioning in an environment of stimulus, reward and punishment. Skinner understood the difference between informal learning and formal education, which depends on the teacher creating optimal patterns of reward and punishment.’ (Kalantzis, 2020). Skinners theory of operant conditioning uses both positive and negative reinforcement to encourage positive behaviour whilst eliminating negative behaviour. ‘Student engagement can be enhanced, and potential disruptions minimised, by controlling task durations, ensuring clear differentiation and establishing a comfortable working environment’ (Ayers et al, 1995 cited in McDonnell, 2011). However, using operant conditioning heavily may have the reverse effect on pupils, resulting in children having less motivation within themselves while relying solely on rewards. “When extrinsic motivations are relied on too heavily, when removed, behaviours they shaped are more likely to decrease or disappear.” (Renner, 2018). In order to prevent a decrease in positive behaviour, as professionals we should combine operant conditioning with other strategies for a more holistic approach such as verbal praise, or a messaging home to parents. 
Behaviourism is an action orientated approach. In the setting there are children with autism, occasionally displaying aggressive behaviour. Using the behaviourism approach has shown to be an effective teaching strategy. 

Children with autism can benefit greatly from this intervention. Students often develop skills that allow them to independently participate. Behaviourism is linked to improved social language, better communication skills, and more peer interaction or social play. Children with autism can develop greater focus, increased class participation, and enhanced motor development. Teachers are able to reduce challenging behaviours and replace them with more appropriate behaviours. (Applied Behaviour Analysis, 2014). 

Within the classroom, pupils receive feedback as soon as work has been completed, such as, verbal feedback, peer marking or self-evaluation. This allows children to link positive behaviour with the feedback given. “The sooner feedback is given after a task, the more effective it will be. If the wait is too long between completing a task and receiving feedback, it is less likely students will associate the feedback with the work they did, and any effects are lost”. (Greenwood, 2020). This begins to create habits in students that make them improve not only their learning but their social skills in and outside of the classroom. The Marble Jar is also used in the classroom as the children must work together throughout the week to earn marbles in order to receive a reward on each Friday. According to ‘Maag, 2001, group management plan is easier to handle challenging behaviours of certain students if the rest of the class is well-behaved.’ (Craig, 2020). Due to rewards being given for a class effort individual positive behaviour is reinforced, and negative behaviour is ignored. Skinner believed that ‘positive reinforcement was more effective than punishment when trying to change and establish behaviour.’  (Diedrich, 2010, pg 10) The settings policy states ‘Rewarding good behaviour is the most effective way for children to learn good behaviour, change behaviour. Leading to increased self-esteem and good relationships’ (School A, 2018). 
Vygotsky believed that cognitive functions are products of social interactions.  ‘He believed that community plays a central role in the process of "making meaning”.’ (McLeod, 2020). Vygotsky and Piaget realised that individuals learnt from one another, with the learner engaging in the process. Vygotsky’s theory highlighted the importance of both adult and child led play. This correlates with the Early Years Foundation Phase which is followed throughout Wales. 
Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity is at the heart of Foundation Phase. Children’s skills are developed across all areas of learning through participation in experiential learning activities. Children learn about themselves, their relationships with other children and adults. (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015). 

This can also be seen in the Plowden Report (1962). It ‘recognised that play is vital to children’s learning and should be central to good practice with continuous provision’ (Whitebread, 1996, p. 131). However, learning through child-led play also has its disadvantages. ‘Children should always be engaging in situations that throw up new challenges. This is a strong argument for teachers’ interventions in children’s play.’ (Drew, 2020).  As often children will return to the same objects and activities that are available to them, stopping their development. ‘Evidence shows that high quality childcare delivered through teacher led play-based approach to learning is vital to help children develop the social, emotional and physical skills they need to thrive.’ While ‘Children’s Minister Liz Truss said that she wants to see more teacher-led sessions in foundation phase’ (Good Play Guide, 2020). 

 Vygotsky also believed in Scaffolding. ‘He believed that a child on the edge of learning a new concept can benefit from the interaction with a teacher or a classmate’. (Mooney, 2000, pg 83). A variety of learning techniques are used to support the progress towards a stronger understanding and to move towards a greater independence in the learning process. He described this as a form of adult support ‘that enables a child to solve a problem, carry out a task or achieve a goal that is beyond his unassisted efforts’. (Wood et al. 1976, pg 90). This has been implemented in the classroom when children participate in missions. The teacher will demonstrate and discuss the foundations of the task. The children will then encourage each other to develop further, moving on in their learning, as well as building their social skills.  Another of Vygotsky’s beliefs was that ‘children should not be tested on their current knowledge, but on their potential to perform.’ (Katherinef, 2020). Vygotsky placed enormous emphasis on the importance of observation. Supporting children and allowing professionals to view the individuals Zone of Proximal Development. Followed through in The Welsh Assembly Government guidelines, ensuring children reach their full potential. ‘By observing children while involved in activities, practitioners will find out how the children’s skills are developing and what they are able to do. Practitioners will be able to gather information on what the children know and understand, as well as their personal preferences’. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, pg 10). 

Dewey, the lead advocate of pragmatism believed that education should be about life and growth and we as professionals should be teaching children skills for the outside world, fostering independence. Dewey, along with Montessori and Froebel also believed that ‘active learners must be involved in experiences, learning by doing, not just by reading and listening’ (Adeeb, et al. 2020 p. 61). Within the classroom different topics are studied on a termly basis. At the beginning of each topic the children will be asked what they would like to learn about and experience. This is known as pupil voice; giving children the chance to express their opinion while planning around the interests of each child. Dewey believed ‘children’s interests form the basis for planning. He believed that the interests and background of each child must be considered when teachers plan learning experiences.’ (Mooney, 200, p.5). 

He recommended an interdisciplinary curriculum, focusing on connecting multiple subjects where students can freely walk in the classroom. This way, they pursue their own interests, and build their own method for acquiring and applying specific knowledge. (Janse, 2019). 
This is where a teacher has a facilitating role. This can be seen through learning in School A. Children are able to learn in a way that they feel confident, allowing professionals to utilise multi-sensory approaches within the classroom. While supporting each other socially. We as professionals should listen and observe children’s interests, follow the direction in which they choose of learn and support them with the development of problem-solving skills creating a pedagogy of learning in accordance with The New Curriculum for Wales. Dewey strongly felt that education should be child-led with their different abilities, experiences and interests displayed. This associates with the 1967 Plowden Report, this was momentous for introducing child-centred education to schooling. ‘The report recommended that teachers should promote play-based and experiential methods of learning whilst planning and using an interdisciplinary curriculum’ (Martlew, et al. 2011). However, children may need encouragement and support in order to feel confident in completing their work. ‘An approach to learning with not as much structure may cause students to feel overwhelmed and may not learn as they normally would’ (Ma’lumotlar, 2020) In School A we focus on enrichment activities, where children experience and participate in new activities and skills, such as cooking or gardening in the community where support is given if needed. This correlates with The New Curriculum for Wales, we support children to be ambitious capable learners and enterprising, creative contributors. This follows in line with Dewey’s views. He believed that ‘interests in other areas of social life provide similar opportunities for advancing learning’ (Pring, 2017, p.10) Dewey’s vision was that it is the ‘responsibility of educators to create cultural changes within the classroom that are accepted, internalized, and acted on’ (Williams, 2017, p.94). This links to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 12 states ‘every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters and to have their views considered and taken seriously.’ (Wicid, 2019). 
In summary, I believe using the key findings of each theorist, we as professionals have been able to support children’s learning and development while allowing them to have first-hand experiences in the wider world giving them independence and skills they will need in later life. All theorists have placed problem solving and self-organisation at the heart of the children’s learning. Developing alongside one another. 
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