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[bookmark: _Toc120033790]What is academic writing and why is this important?
Academic writing is one of the different levels of writing. The difference is in the structure, referencing, and writing quality, which can all be taught.
Academic writing is like a task, and each task has its own set of instructions to follow, which results in a high-quality academic writing style, both in content and expression.
Academic writing confers analytical thinking, communicates information, has a technicality specific to each type of address as well as professional, develops research skills focused on a specified given subject, and, last but not least, is a type of writing ethics because each paper includes a list of cited sources. (Nixon)
According to Zhihui Fang, author of “Demystifying Academic Writing”, “Academic writing is the writing done for academic purposes.” (Fang, 2021) Academic writing requires the expression of one's ideas, but those ideas must be presented in response to another person or group; they must also be carefully crafted, well-supported, logically ordered, rigorously reasoned, and closely related. Reading responses, book reviews, argumentative essays, literature reviews, empirical research articles, grant proposals, conference abstracts, commentaries, memoirs, and many other types of text can all be used in academic writing. Each of these academic writing styles has its organisational structure as well as linguistic characteristics. Developing expertise in academic writing is a time-consuming and difficult process that involves mental struggles. (Fang, 2021)
Academic writing is a communication tool that helps one analyse, convey understanding, think critically, and focus on technique and style while conveying knowledge gained in a specific field of study. Academic writing is heavily focused on technique and how to use it to best convey ideas. (Ahmad, 2019)
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Critical analysis means passing judgement on the quality of the evidence and including it in the discussion, both to support and to contradict the argument because it is not sufficient to support the argument solely with the work of others, but one must also offer one's own opinion on the merit or credibility of the evidence used. (Mitchel, 2022)
Critical analysis starts with reading carefully and critically and it is the confident refusal to accept others' conclusions without first filtering them through one's judgments thus leading to one’s conclusions. Others' reasons must be presented in a balanced manner, clear and well-reasoned explaining why they should be accepted or rejected. Recognizing the strengths and weaknesses of one's evidence, arguments, and conclusions is also part of being balanced.

[image: Claim + Premise + Attempt to persuade = Argument]

The claim is what the author is attempting to state, something that he will then attempt to support in the rest of the argument.
Premises (or assumptions) are the reasons and evidence used by the author to justify a claim, something the author believes to be true—either because it implies undisputed knowledge or because it is contested but persuasive knowledge. In an attempt to persuade the reader, the author completes an argument demonstrating why the premise leads to the claim. (Hills, 2011)
Arguments can be inductive (a statement that uses specific premises or observations to make a broader generalization) or deductive (if the premises are true, the conclusion must be true) and all begin with assumptions. (Awati, 2022)
The most important practical skill in critical thinking is hypothesis observation. The key question here is whether what the author believes to be an assumption is required for the argument. (Ellis et al., 2014)
To evaluate an argument, consider whether the premises are true and whether it provides adequate logical support for the conclusion.
Deductive arguments have validity. Thus, a valid argument is a deductive argument - one that attempts and succeeds in establishing conclusive support for its conclusion. The conclusion is supported logically by deductive arguments.
Non-deductive arguments are powerful, but you can't say whether they're valid or invalid; instead, you can say whether they're strong or weak. A strong argument is a non-deductive argument that provides likely but not conclusive logical support for its conclusion. A weak argument is not deductive and does not provide probable support for its conclusion. (Girard)
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Link to PowerPoint
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/1812196_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Freddie%20Presentation1.pptx?web=1 
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