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[bookmark: _Int_lMvMZijC]Outline and critically assess the supposed justifications for either the practice of factory farming or the use of animals in research.


What is factory farming? Factory farming is “a system of farming in which a lot of animals are kept in a small closed area, in order to produce a large amount of meat, eggs, or milk as cheaply as possible” (Cambridge dictionary, 2022). Factory farming came to Britain in the 1960s to mass produce substantial amounts of meat as cheaply as possible for the growing demand for meat from the increased populace (The Humane League, 2021). The industry has also made itself as autonomous as possible, saving money on hiring members of staff to look after animals, during its peak factory farming would have put a lot of small holding farmers out of business due to the sheer efficiency of them. While on paper the idea of a highly efficient farm sounds useful, in practice the conditions animals are forced to be are inhuman (see image 1). While the conditions of Animals in factory farms are substandard, they are still legal in the UK and parts of Europe, with 70% of all meat in the UK being produced in factory farms (Fairr, 2019). The current situation in the UK is that 86% of the population eat meat (Johnson, 2022), (see image 2) which creates are large demand on the food industry to supply meat, especially because 1 in 5 people in the UK eat meat with every single meal (Quorn, 2021). Currently the factory farm industry can supply adequate amounts of meat for the UK, but with the abuse of animals because of It, what other justifications are keeping it afloat.
[bookmark: _Int_bS4OsV2o][bookmark: _Int_0x2TwJv3][bookmark: _Int_NZG84ruA]One of the main justifications of the factory farm industry, is its economic significance, both being cheap and affordable to the public, and generating vast amounts of money on corporate level. The factory farm industry while mostly being autonomous also supplies jobs, such as Moy Park which supplies 11,700 jobs in the UK and northern island. Moy Park net revenue for 2020 was £1.6 billion (Ridgway, 2022) while most of that is seen as corporate profit, the taxation rate in the UK for corporate conglomerates is 19% of all profits (GOV.UK, 2022) meaning that Moy Park paid (hopefully) £304 million in taxes in 2020. This large amount of money in taxes possibly contributes towards the government's justification of factory farming, which leads to legislation that would affect the way Moy Park operates are less likely to be passed. While animal rights in the UK are better than other countries, and the treatment of animals is of a better standard, it is not perfect, and it is entirely possible that it is because of the amount of money that large food conglomerates produce that factory farming has not been banned. Along with Moy Park there are two other billion-pound factory farm industries, Avara Food and Pilgrim’s Pride netting £1.2 billion and £1.3 billion in 2020 as well (Ridgway, 2022). Meaning that all together in the year 2020 the government collected in taxes £779 million from just 3 food giants. With the free-range competition of factory farming companies either being owned and sourced by supermarkets or being much smaller companies such as Packington Farms and FreeBird, with revenues of £6 million (zoominfo, 2022) and £5 million (zoominfo, 2022), the unfortunate truth is that free-range is not as profitable. This is seen in the fact that only 4% of chicken sales in the UK are free-range chickens (The Guardian, 2022), and while companies such as Sainsburys and co-op only stocking free range eggs now, they still sell none free-range meat. The price difference between factory farmed and free-range meat is exceedingly large, for instance in the supermarket Sainsburys a factory farmed whole chicken is £4.99 and a free-range whole chicken is £10.89 (Sainburys, 2022), this is significant difference so while morally speaking many of the population would like to buy free-range, it is just too expensive for them. With such copious amounts of taxes provided by Factory farm companies in comparison to free-range companies, it is likely that it would take an exceedingly long time to pass any sort of legislation to prohibit the use of factory farming. Not only does the factory farm industry create a lot of money for both the government and massive cooperate conglomerates such as JBS, but it also has a surprisingly large amount of support from the public. While morally speaking most people are against the use of factory farming, with most people believing it is abusive. Due to the price cuts in food, it provides, many believe that if factory farming were to be banned it would increase food pricing, and for those in financially unfortunate situations, for instance 47% of the UK population being on some form of benefits (GOV.UK, 2021), would struggle to be able to afford meat. This is evident in the recent vote in Switzerland, where two thirds of the Swiss parliament voted against banning factory farming, as it would increase the prices of food by 20-40% (The Guardian, 2022) (see image 3). 
 Having said this, factory farming also costs a lot to maintain, with 70% of all antibiotics bought in the UK is for the use on farm animals (Fairr, 2019), which creates issues for humans with creating super bacteria and antibiotic immunity etc. Not only does it create that issue, but antibiotics cost a lot of money, and with the average cow needing also needing around 18,250kg of food a year (This is dairy farming, 2022)  and there being 5.1million cows in the UK (GOV.UK, 2022) that means for one year's worth of food for cows in the UK is rounded up 93billionkgs of plant-based food. With that amount of the food, the UK food market could be saturated with plant-based food which would decrease the price of plant-based products in shops, instead it is put towards feeding just cows. On the other hand, it is entirely possible due to the lack of factory farms, the agriculture industry would take a massive economic hit, being that most of its business is in selling to these businesses such as Moy Park, if these companies were to close, a significant chunk of who they sell to would disappear. Another issue would be that there would still be a demand for meat-based food as seen earlier, with 86% of the population being meat eaters, an increase in plant-based food with a significant decrease in affordable meat-based food would not be an even exchange for most of the population. So, from an economic perspective, getting rid of factory farming would cost a lot of money, and would increase the price of meat products and actively cause economic decline in the agriculture sector from a lack of demand. This means agriculture giants would either be forced to produce less plant-based food, or export most of it abroad, which takes away money from the overall UK economy. Whilst free-range farming is the better alternative morally speaking, it is not as profitable and would cause meat prices to reach a point in which it is entirely possible that people would not be able to afford it.

Another supposed justification for factory farming, in the UK in particular is that Factory farming saves space, with the UK being only 60million acres (ABC Finance, 2022). The UK has a finite landmass, with 42.5 million of its 60million acres being used for agriculture, mostly growing food for animals and grazing pastures of the animals (GOV.UK, 2022), and 50 of the top land owners in the UK owning12% of the land (ABC Finance, 2022). That leaves minimal space for living space of the UK population of roughly 69million (WORLDOMETER, 2022). At the moment the average chicken in a factory farming is given 5.5foot of space (Cacoon Chicken coops, 2020), (although in reality it is less than this) whereas a free-range chicken is given 25 feet of space on average (The humane society, 2022). There are roughly 1 billion chickens in the UK (The Guardian, 2022) (see image 4) meaning if every single chicken in the UK was free-range then on average that would require 25 billion feet of space or 573,921 acres of land which would equate to 1% of the UK’s land mass for just chickens. Now to most companies this is not a worthwhile investment as they save money on land ownership by keeping chickens in factory farms. It also creates the issue of the fact that there are more than just chickens in the UK market, meaning that if each were to be free-range, UK businesses would either have to cut back on animal production or use land that was previously used for plant growth. As previously stipulated it is more profitable for these businesses to stay as factory farms, so to increase the size of their operations costing them money, it would be counterintuitive for them to do so. While morally speaking it would be worthwhile to be able to keep animals in more humane environments, unfortunately morality is heavily overshadowed by profits. Although having said this a form of farming calling vertical farming is an alternative way to allow for more crop growth in a smaller area of land, this would allow for more space to create free-range farms for animals, while still allowing the economic benefits. This is because vertical farming is a way of farming humongous yields of plant-based food in a significantly smaller area of land (see image 5). With vertical farming one fields worth of crops could be turned into 5-6 fields worth of crops in the same amount of space (Wilson, 2020). So, if agriculture giants were to switch to more vertical based farming, they would not only be able to switch to more free-range options for animals, but they would also save money on pesticides and water usage for their crops, which in turn could fix the money loss issues in switching to free-range. Meaning that the excuse of a lack of space is in fact an easily fixed situation, meaning that this ‘justification’ for factory farming is invalid, while switching over would cost money, overall, the idea of vertical farming saves money in the long run which then fixes the space issues around free-range farming.
In conclusion getting rid of factory farming outright is impossible, there is not enough political pressure for them to close due to their economic significance, and not enough pressure from the public as it keeps meat costs low. While morally speaking there is no justification, in a capitalist society, money is enough of a justification to keep something legal. While big business responsible for mass wide animal abuse will never be shut down due to the fact they hold too much power through money, it would be possible to slowly push the ideas of vertical farming and converting these businesses into free-range companies. It will take a long time to be able to convert the UK to entirely free-ranged options, but it is possible through creating cheaper more sustainable ideas to replace factory farming, so pushing for more agriculture giants to switch to sustainable methods such as vertical farming would allow for a slow change in animal rights.
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Image appendix
https://www.finder.com/uk/uk-diet-trends
[Accessed: 6 November 2022]
https://thehumaneleague.org.uk/article/what-is-factory-farming by photographer Konrad Łoziński [Accessed: 6 November 2022]
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Image 2: 
Statistics showing the dietary composition of the UK. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/sep/23/switzerland-referendum-on-banning-factory-farming
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Image 1:
Show a big in a restrictive environment where it is unable to turn around.
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Image 4:
The restrictive environment battery hens are forced to live in while on a factory farm. The image contains roughly 1,500 hens cramped into one barn.
Image 3:
Swiss propaganda posters for the vote on banning factory farming. 
The left poster says ‘Get out of factory farming – yes’
The right poster says ‘More imports instead of regional food? No.’






	

https://time.com/collection/best-inventions-2019/5733085/aerofarms/ 
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Image 5:
An image depicting a vertical farm in the UK.
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More chicken eaten in the UK than
red meat

Posted on the 30th June 2017

‘The amount of chicken meat eaten in the UK has been rising for some time due to t usually being.
cheaper than most other types of meat, and many people believing it to be healthier than red meat
(meat from e.g. pigs, cows and sheep). But news emerged this week that people in the UK now eat
more chicken meat than all red meat combined.

More than 900 million chickens are already slaughtered to be eaten in the UK each year,
majority (more than 90 per cent) being raised in crowded, filthy and barren broiler sheds
pictured above, and are klled at just a few weeks old. Conditions on such farms are often|
the chickens suffer burns to their legs and feet from walking around in their own excrement, endure
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In some countries, including the US, female pigs used for breeding are held
in sow stalls so small that they cannot turn around for the duration of their
pregnancies.
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‘This weekend's ballot could see Switzerland also giving farm
animals the constitutional right ‘not to be intensively farmed”
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Swiss voters will vote on Sunday on whether to ban factory farming as
unconstitutional and end imports of intensively farmed meat.

The latest polling shows 52% of voters oppose a ban, and 47% support one. If
the factory-farming ballot initiative is passed, Switzerland’s constitution,
which already protects the “welfare and dignity of animals”, would be
modified to include an animal’s right “not to be intensively farmed”, and
new laws would lower animal stocking rates to meet organic standards.

Under current Swiss law, “you can keep 27,000 chickens in one bam and
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Millions of people around the globe suffer from food insecurity, and experts say -

that number could increase as the climate changes. The founders of AeroFarms

say its technology, which includes a technique for indoor farming that uses 95% = fitbit
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