Gesta Guillelmi 

[bookmark: _Hlk71809301]This source is The Gesta Guillelmi, edited and translated since 1998. The chosen source is a shortened and redefined version of the original Latin text. Comparing an updated version of the text to this extract enables the reader to understand the material more clearly, as the source is not presented in chronological order.  William of Poitiers was a chaplain in the household of William the Conqueror, and he elaborately describes the life of William, as duke, from close observation. It is an unfinished document focusing on William the Conqueror's campaigns in Normandy and documenting the discussions about the legitimisation of William's right to the throne. The source focuses on key events and known leaders from a range of geographical locations who may have contested William's right to the throne of England, including King Harold’s. 
This source is written in a diary-like format, highlighting the essential features of a raid from Normandy. It invites the reader to explore the everyday events of William and Harold, presenting the information in a style that is entertaining rather than reading as a serious document. Although William of Poitiers was documenting the lives of these prominent people, he distinctly states that this account is not attempting to describe the individual perspectives of each person (Davis, Chinbnall 1998, p.XXXII).

To gain a broader sense of this source, the reader is required to explore these events in other sources to enable them to understand the actual events occurring as this source properly this is because it is only one account of the events and the battle, including the capture of Harold and the death of Edward. This source introduces the reader to other parts of life that coincided with the events discussed within this text, providing context for them. An example can be found on page five, where the accounts compare the life of King Charles (the Simple) of France with Rollo, the first duke of the Normans, who married Charles' daughter Gisela. 
Other sources dealing with these events include Carmen de Hastingae Proelio (Song of the Battle of Hastings). Morillo highlights that Carmen is being presented from a different perspective to that of the Gesta Guillelmi, as the Gesta presents the account of the winning side, and the Carmen is viewing the proceedings from outside of the winner's circle. The layout of the Carmen de Hastingae Proelio in the translation by Frank Barlow is in the form of a poem.
English perspectives of the Battle of Hastings can be found in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle D, it remains unclear on the accuracy of the events described within that chronicle. However, one account written after the battle in 1070, claimed that William built a ‘castel’ at Hastings before Harold arrived, the legitimacy of this account is difficult to distinguish as it appears that the chronicler did not experience the battle first-hand and this account could be based upon other accounts (British Library, 2021). 

In the Gesta Williami, the account describes William as the equal of the Xerxes the Great, who like William, claimed all English and Norman through ships at sea. Unlike William though, Xerxes unfortunately failed because his ships were destroyed. This account suggests that William surpassed Xerxes in courage. The Carmen indicates that William was equal to Julius Caesar by stating, 'For, another Caesar, by repeating his triumph you compel an unbridled people to love the yoke’ (Barlow, 1999 p. 5). 

The validity of the Gesta is supported by other accounts documenting the same events, although these are described from different perspectives, it would be difficult to claim that the Gesta is a forgery. Therefore, its validity in turn would support other accounts of the Battle of Hastings. William of Poitiers described the journey from Normandy to England in extensive detail. The text reads from a first-hand perspective, and it can be assumed that he travelled alongside the king, and this emphasises the reliability of this source, as it correlates with other sources like the Carmen (Davis, Chibnall 1998, p.XXXIX). The chronicler Orderic Vitalis used this source in his work The Historic Ecclesiastica, and that his representation references the Gesta is evident in his account of the campaigns of 1066-1071 and the discussion of William's right to the English throne, as these two sources agree (Davis, Chibnall 1998, p. XXXV). 
Limitations of this source include that the biography was never finished; there are areas of this source that may not have been documented. In addition, the inherent bias in the text arising from the winner’s perspective only informs the reader of this one-sided account of the battle. This is a limited account, only dealing with the events involving William directly before and after he defeated Harold in battle, not addressing other life events of William's, which may have provided context. This can be seen as a limitation or as a focus on specific events.  
This source is helpful to historians and archivists, as it informs them in detail about the context of the aforementioned events, helping to add dimension and create a fuller picture to aid understanding. For example, the soldiers’ raiding activities and an event where William forbade his soldiers from pillaging are described. Furthermore, the text informs historians about how the army survived from the land, sequestering cows for milk and grain for bread. This meant that they were stationed rather than in transit. Historians and archivists can read about the army’s lifestyle as well as the historical events of the time and this enables them to compare the events discussed in this account to others dealing with the same time period. This source cannot explain everything that happened. However, it can provide a detailed and first-hand experience of the events leading up to the battle of Hastings and something of William the conqueror's personal and militant life. This source gives a comprehensive view of these events and within the limitations of a single perspective and it accords with other sources’ views of the subject. 
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