Critically discuss the factors which can put groups and individuals at risk of being excluded in an educational setting.
In this essay I am going to discuss the factors which can put groups or individuals at risk of being excluded from an educational setting. I will look at the impact of social inclusion and what effects it has on groups and individuals and discuss what measures are put in place in my educational setting to prevent pupils being excluded. This essay will begin with an exploration of different meanings of social exclusion.
The term inclusion means the action or state of including or being included within a group or structure. (Oxford dictionary).
Social exclusion is a complex and multi-dimensional process. It involves the lack or denial of resources, rights, goods and services and the inability to participate in the normal relationships and activities, available to the majority of people in a society, whether in economic, social, cultural or political arenas. It affects both the quality of life of individuals and the equity and cohesion of society as a whole. (Levitas,2007).
Despite the many meanings that social exclusion has acquired in recent years in Britain, the concept itself started in France in the 1970’s. There it was used to describe certain groups of society who did not match the typical ‘regular’ citizens. These certain groups were cut off from society by not having continued employment and a received sourced income from the welfare state. From France the term gained wide currency in the social currency in the social policy of the European Union particularly in the Maastricht Treaty in 1996 (Pierson, 2010, p.8). In 1997 the British government recognized that poverty and exclusion undermined social and individual wellbeing to an unacceptable degree and so vowed to do something about it. (Pierson 2010). They wanted to tackle equality and focus on deprivation.  Equally when the Conservative party came into power they also recognised the poverty and social exclusion and so they put in place policies to help all groups and individuals claiming benefits. To define poverty is when a group or individual lacks the resources to obtain a decent diet and their living conditions and amenities are seriously below the average and can affect their ability to live. There are many ways to measure poverty firstly by income and then by material factors such as the lack of material items (Firth, 2008).  In Britain, once the Labour Party (1997) came into power they adopted their own concept of social exclusion. From the start they set up a Social Exclusion Unit in the Cabinet Office and took steps to tackling exclusion from society. It soon became obvious that the government had to restructure its policies to focus on chronically excluded adults and multi-problem families (Pierson, 2010, p.8). During this time the United Kingdom (UK) amalgamated their welfare policy and defined whether an individual was eligible for services and benefits through a means tested system, through this they saw a large rise in proportion of its people living in poverty which included many children and this was the highest rise of inequality in the world. The government from time to time did not accept there was no such thing as poverty in Britain. The Joseph Rowntree foundation says that poverty affects millions of people in the UK and it means that you are unable to pay rent, heat your home or buy essentials for your children. The constant stress can lead to problems that deprive people of the chance to play a full part in society. (Kelly, 2020)
The term social exclusion is intrinsically problematic. It represents the significant division in society. Attention is drawn away from inequalities and differences and drawn into the rich and poor categories. The rich are absorbed into society with power and privileges, where as the poor and disadvantaged are excluded and are placed outside of society. Ruth Levitas (2007) believes there are three different interpretations of social exclusion. The redistributionist discourse (RED) which has is prime concern those living in poverty and the social forces that make this happen. RED includes the concern of inequality in Britain. People believe that only through redistribution of wealth across society through benefits and taxation will poverty and inequality be eradicated in Britain in other words take from the rich and give to the poor. (Levitas, 2007). In contrast to Levitas, Townsend argued that poverty denies people the opportunities for social inclusion especially observed when in receipt of lower incomes. His purpose was to redefine poverty as a condition of relative deprivation. However, due to the time and limitation of technology he was pushed to create a single measure losing contributing factors to his theory on poverty. The Moral underclass discourse (MUD)concentrates on individuals lapse of morality, attitudes and delinquency (Levitas 2007). This means whole neighbourhoods and social groups falling into criminal behavior, through the lack of work ethic. Unfortunately, MUD falls into the bracket of gender discourse blaming the absence of fathers or that of single mothers relying on the welfare state. Allman, 2013, believed that there was a hierarchy of some kind and states that social inclusion and exclusion is because of choices made by the way societies are constructed. The final strand of social exclusion is the social integrationist discourse (SID) which focused on a cohesive society through the labour market and paid work. Sid narrows the definition of social inclusion to participate in paid work (Levitas, 2007). Silver and Miller (2003) describe it as a shift away from the attention away from excluded groups and towards the responsibilities of the entire society. RED, MUD, and SID are presented here in distinct discourses all of which are ideal types, however, all of them posit paid work as a major factor in social intergration. To oversimplify it RED have no money, MUD they have no morals and SID have no work.
When we apply social inclusion to education there has been some major policy initiatives. School makes a better place to provide a community setting for young people where they can develop their knowledge and build social relationships. Where schools are properly inclusive then communities become inclusive too. Some strategies put in place within Wales are Youth engagement plan (2013); Child poverty strategy for Wales (2015); Strategy Equality objectives (2016); Taking Wales forward (2016); Prosperity for all (2017); Education in Wales: Our national mission: action plan (2017); Youth work strategy for Wales (2019.) (Welsh Assembly, 2013). An inclusive education makes a school inclusive for all students and it should meet the needs of each pupil. It should seek ways to educate all children regardless of their needs and abilities however, where barriers appear schools should endeavor to seek provisions and adapt polices where possible. In our educational setting we provide the following intervention for pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN) whether it be emotional, educational, behavioural or with a disability.  Pupils who experience or are high risk of social exclusion within this educational setting have a number of strategies in place such as Social Emotional Behaviour Support Assistant (SEBSA); Emotional literacy support assistant (ELSA); Social use of language (SULP); Hafan; Youth workers; Looked after support assistant (LAC) and also the inclusion unit Y Bont.   These provide a support to pupils with behavior and emotional difficulties and assist in classrooms with the aim to reduce the pupil from being excluded. If a student becomes severely dis-engaged with school and are at risk of exclusion they may be referred to the Inclusion unit within the educational setting. They along with parents will discuss an alternative package of support which should re-engage the pupil, additionally the educational setting will approach external agencies which could include a youth service; team around the family (TAF); Child and adolescent mental health service (CAMHS) and an Educational psychologist. Another strategy would be a reduced timetable and support given by the local authority (LA). All strategies that are put in place are reviewed regularly to ensure they are working and are suitable and successful (Penglais School, 2020). Although these measures are put in place many difficulties can arise from trying to identify the cause of any exclusion. An important consideration would be the inclusion of the voice of the pupil rather than making them passive or further exclusive (Silver and Miller, 2003). McFadden (1996), has referred to such programs generically as ‘second chance’ forms of education because of the way they are targeted at young people ‘considered previous failures in mainstream education’. Engagement with and success in school has long been regarded as an essential part of a young person’s wellbeing. The attempt is to try and help those overcome the boundaries that hold the back (Smyth, 2017).
Children with disabilities, especially growing up in difficult circumstances are also particularly vulnerable (Bynner,1996). Early intervention can provide support and may prevent the child or young person from being excluded from the mainstream educational setting. Inclusive education means including students with disabilities in a mainstream school environment, however some pupils attend mainstream school but are then excluded from some activities. In our educational setting we provide a base for all disabilities, the Hearing Resource Centre (HRC); the Learning Support Centre (LSC) and the Dyslexia Support Centre (DSC). Pupils can often be flexible in accessing these specific units, despite this the pupils often feel excluded from their peers and may disengage with their studies in order to feel part of the wider school environment. Also, children who experience a number of adverse childhood experiences (ACES) are more prone to becoming socially excluded the more Aces they experience due to lack of resourses being available be it emotional or physical, it is the responsibility of all to keep aware and provide all available provisions to help those children or young person (McCartan and Rowles, 2019). When children are exposed to adverse and stressful experiences it can have a long-lasting impact on their ability to think, interact with others and on their learning. Another factor to a young person being excluded from social and educational settings is becoming a young carer for a parent or close member of their family.  In some cases, children may become a carer for both their parents due to a disability or illness. This in turn will have a detrimental effect on the child or young person being inclusive in many areas of their lives. The current research draws on qualitative research methods to identify the systematic factors that strengthen the inclusion of young carers with additional needs (Gough, 2020).
To entice students to stay in school, post-compulsory, the government have introduced Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA). Pupils with a low income can apply for this allowance and this could keep them in school and or further education college to enable them to continue to study. This helps students feel inclusive and less stressed about not being able to participate in the educational setting prior to approaching school leaving age. There is evidence that providing EMA has increased participation and achievement among 16 and 17 year old and contributed in motivation and performance (Fletcher,2009).
To conclude whilst looking at poverty as a contribution to exclusion, there are many factors to consider these include children and young people with SEN; Physical and mental disabilities; Young carers; children with English as an addition (EAL); and those with ACES. This essay begins with Levitas (2007) talking about social exclusion during New labour. It tells us about the different meanings of social exclusion. Levitas (2007) describes three disclosures within the meaning. The first is situated in the critical social policy and is the redistributionist discourse (RED) in which social exclusion is connected to poverty. Second opens up to cultural rather than material explanations of poverty and focuses on morals (MUD). SID the third, meaning the social intergrationist whose principal core is on paid work and contributing into the labour market. Children from poor backgrounds are already labelled and deemed as being less likely to succeed. However, you could get a child or young person who is intelligent and becomes very well educated and turns their life around. As discussed, social inclusion must meet the needs of every child. The best practice would be to accommodate every child or young person in a regular educational setting. With the appropriate support in a regular classroom the teacher should be able to work productively with all students regardless of ability or disability. The main aim should be to get all students to participate in classrooms with peers of the same age to develop intellectually, socially, emotionally and physically to their best ability. Of course, inclusion can become an enormous challenge to teachers but they now produce an Individual education plan (IEP) which shows how the educational setting and or can help the individual, this can only work if all teachers and support staff are prepared to read it.  A useful recommendation that could be adopted is the big problem of communication in that all agencies must consider pulling together and include all information gathered to provide a definite solution to supporting a student to be able to access an inclusive education. Although my educational setting has all the strategies in place for all students to be inclusive, they are still being excluded by being segregated from the classroom to be educated else where at different stages in the day.  Differentiation maybe all that is needed in a classroom to prevent a student leaving.  There remains pressure and argument as to which approach to social inclusion is the most adequate way of engaging social exclusion and research is still needed to provide a more concrete approach to social inclusion in education. Procedures for approaches need to be consistent for any strategy to work. Furthermore, teachers and parents need to be supported of one another and endorse inclusive programs for their children and support the school with any approaches that help.
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