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Introduction
Throughout this prospectus you will learn about Trinity Primary School, you will be able to read a letter from the headteacher, how to get into contact with the school if needed, the age group the school caters for, see the curriculum and how we carry out assessments for the children.
Furthermore, you will be able to see the aims/visions of the school, learn a bit more about the school itself, times and breaks for the children, know more about attendance, absences and lateness, and how we keep the school and children safe. 
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Welcome to Trinity Primary School

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
I would like to say a very warm welcome on behalf of the staff, pupils and the governors to all the new pupils and their parents/guardian to Trinity Primary School. 
This prospectus is designed to provide information about the school, our aims/values, school times, curriculum from nursery to year 6, however, if you need any more information please do not hesitate to ring up the school and ask. 

Trinity School is a happy friendly school which promotes a caring and positive environment. We have wonderful staff who are very committed into providing high and rich quality of learning where all the children are able to reach their fullest potential. 

Teachers and all support staff work very hard to ensure that the school is safe, secure and a happy environment and to provide an active, and creative curriculum where children are able to flourish, are encouraged to their fullest, and skills that are needed to prepare your child for their future education. 

We believe that children do better in school when their parents/guardian work together. So we encourage that parents/guardians are being active within their child(s) learning by having effective communication, regular talks or letters sent out about their child(s) learning and development, reading books and homework. 

We look forward to seeing you!

Headteacher: H.Caswel 
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Contact details 
      Information for parents/guardians

Name of school:          Trinity Primary School

Address:                        Trinity Street, Swansea SA8 0UW

Telephone number:     00125123508

Fax number:                  00125124508

E-mail:                            trinityschoolswansea@school.uk 


Headteacher:                Ms Kay Caswel 

Deputy headteacher:   Mr Alex Gibson

Age range of pupils:     3 to 11 years

Number on roll:            300 

Language:                      English medium  


















School background:

Trinity Primary School opened in 1999 and is right at the centre of Swansea. Few minutes away from the beach and a park. 
It caters for children between the ages of 3 and 11 years which includes a morning and afternoon nursery. The school currently has 300 children on the roll, and is a very diverse school with children from all over the world and approximately 46% of our children have English as their second language. We love the diversity our school has and celebrate it and it is obvious as soon as you come into the school, and you can see how happy, vibrant, caring and safe environment it is.

The school building is a two storey building. The lower floor is for nursery to year two, which has 6 classrooms and is surrounding a large hall which also is dining area and where the children can also do P.E. 
All the classes in the lower floor are very big and spacious, the classrooms have also recently installed new whiteboards that are touch screen, which will be developing the children’s ICT skills.
There is also a library and has a nice homey feel filled with a lot books and children can go and get a book to read on their own, take home or for a teacher to read it for them. In addition to this we also have a room called “reflection room” where the children can receive help to understand their feelings, and sometimes this is also used as a one to one support for work. 

The juniors is on the upper floor, it is very colourful and large hall with a stage which is used as performances and assemblies. The classrooms and large and spacious and again they also have had new whiteboards installed. The juniors also do have a library filled with books to help with their work or to take home and read, and right next to the library there is IT room with 18 computers where the children can do their work, print things out and have IT lessons. The school also has ipad’s in every classroom for the children and teachers to use.

The school also has a garden which is right next to the main doors of the school, it has mural wall full of flowers and minibeasts, bird feeders, and benches. The garden is used as an outdoor classroom and sometimes as gardening too for children to do. 

 










Our school aims:


Here at Trinity Primary School we aim to;
· Respect the UNCRC rights of the children.
· Be an open and welcoming school to children and their parents/guardians. 
· To have an environment that is stimulating and that creates a positive attitude towards learning.
· Keep parents/guardians informed about their child’s development and progression.
· Provide an environment where children feel safe, secure and happy.
· Encourage and develop a positive self-image, self-esteem and confidence in each child.
· To celebrate each and every child’s success, talents and achievements.
· To respect and be aware of moral, social and religious values.
· To work in partnership with parents/guardians and other professionals. 
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Our Vision 









Achieve our full potential 


Safe and sensible 
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We include everyone 

Respect everyone 





To be the best we can be  

Learn new skills and knowledge 
Active in their learning


















Trinity Primary School Times:

Nursery morning session:                           8:50am till 11:30am 
Nursery morning break time:                     10:50am till 11:15am 

Nursery afternoon session:                         12:45pm till 3:20pm
Nursery afternoon break time:                   1:50pm till 2:15pm 

Reception to year 2: 8:50am till 12pm 
                                     12pm till 1pm is lunch/break
                                     1pm till 3:20pm 

Year 3 to year 6: 8:50am till 12:15pm
                              12:15pm till 1:15pm is lunch/break
                              1:15pm till 3:20pm 

Break times:
Morning: 10:20am till 10:55am
Afternoon: 2:10pm till 2:20pm
                                   
Nursery have their own playground area away from the other years. Reception, year one and two will share a playground and year 3 up to year 6 also have their own playground area. 

We ask that you arrive ten minutes before the bell will ring, and a member of the teaching staff will be on duty at the start and end of the school day. In addition to this, on wet days the children will be allowed to come inside the school before the bell is rung. Nursery to year two will wait in the hall downstairs, whilst the rest of the years (3-6) will wait in the upstairs hall and the children will be supervised so it is not needed for parents to wait with them. 

Ratio
3-4 years – one adult to four children
4-8 years- one adult to six children 
8-11 years- one adult to eight children 
This will also depend on the needs and the abilities of children, and what the activity it is and we may need more adults. Even though this is the ratio of adult and children, we always have at least two adults present. 











Breakfast club
We do have a breakfast club, so if parents/guardians need to go to work early they can drop their child off at 8am each day and it allows the children to be cared for. The breakfast club starts at 8am and lasts will 8:30am. 

Snacks 
[image: ]Nursery and reception parents/guardians are welcome to send in a healthy snack for their child(ren) but we do provide them with snacks such as fruits/vegetables with milk or water (other options can be provided if your child is allergic to milk). For year 1 to year 6 children can also bring in their own healthy snack or fruit will be available for them from our fruit shop, which costs £1 a week. If snacks are provided by parents we kindly ask not to give any sweets or chocolates, crisps etc. 


Lunch & Dinner
If your child does have school dinners, we do have an online payment system. You can contact the main office for a letter to register and if you believe that your child does get free school meals, than please get a form from the school office. 

If your child does not have school dinners, they can bring in a packed lunch from the house. Ensure that the packed lunch is in a secure container and labelled with your child’s name, so that it does not get lost. We would appreciate if children do not bring in cans or glass bottles for health and safety purposes, and bring in a plastic water bottles or flask. 
Furthermore, if your child forgets their packed lunch we can provide them with a school dinner and you will be able to pay us back later. 
School dinners are cooked every day and with a very high standard which is maintained. There will be a choice and vegetarian options are also provided for children. The cost of school dinners is available from the front office. 
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Admissions
We are always happy to welcome a visit from the parents/guardian who are considering a place here for their child(ren). When you do come in for a look around the school, you can also get an opportunity to come into a class and have an observation. You can contact the main office to schedule a tour around the school and have a classroom observation, your child is welcome to come along to see what their day would look like. 
During the tour/meeting you do have the opportunity to ask questions, and we may also have questions to find out more about you and your child. 

If the school is for your child and you would like to apply for a place, all applications will be processed by admission team in the Local Authority. Once the application has been completed, you can send it directly to the email address that has been provided in the form, or if it is easier you can return it to the school office and we will happily forward it for you. 
Your child will also be able to come and join us for transition visit, this is just to help them make the change from home. This will be a chance for your to join and get to know the other children in their classroom, and getting use to the daily school routine. 

Attendance & Absences 
We do take attendance here quite seriously, and we do ask that parents/guardians to ensure that their child does attend school when possible. Attendance in school is vital for a child’s learning, so please try to ensure that effort is made to get your child in school as every absence does mean that your child will miss learning and can leave gaps within their learning. We value each individual attendance and children do get rewarded on a weekly and termly basis. 
When a child is absent parents should call up and inform the school, we would prefer at the start of the school day. To notify of an absence it can be done by, calling in or in person at the reception and if not notified we will call. 

The school will authorise absences if:
· The child is too ill to come in
· If the child has a doctors, any medical or dental appointment 
· Special circumstances e.g. bereavement 
· Permission from the school, for example; a holiday or religious observation
We would prefer that holidays are taken during the school holiday times, unless there are circumstances than please request a holiday form from reception and which will than need to be completed, and ensure to check that the school has authorised it.  
Furthermore, please let us know when your child has any medical or dentist appointments. You may need to present medical evidence and we will not allow children to leave during school hours without an adult. Please ensure you report to the main office when you are collecting your child.  

We do have to inform the Local Authority regularly if any children who are quite absent from school, or have an irregular attendance or have missed more than 10 days of school without permission from the school. As schools we do have a safeguarding duty, which is under 175 section of Education Act 2002, which would allow us to investigate unexplained absences. 
There is also an Education (Penalty Notices) Regulation that came out in 2013. A penalty notice is a fine, which is for parents who do not ensure that their child attends school regularly and it can be £60 if paid within the 28 days of the notice, however, if it has not been paid it can go up to £120. The purpose of this is so that it can improve attendance in school, it is important that you ensure that your child does attend school and arrives on time. 
Lateness
School does start at 8:50am, and class registers will be done by 9:15/20am. It is important to ensure that the children do come to school on time. Children that do arrive late must report to the main front office to sign in, we do keep a record of any latecomers and if it keeps being repeated we will either get in contact with the child’s parent/guardian or send out a later.
We also do lock the gates during the day to ensure the safety and security of the children and staff. 
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Curriculum

The curriculum at Trinity Primary School is the Montessori curriculum that we will follow. The curriculum allows us to give the children a wide range of activities which than allows the child to be able to explore and experience. This will be more child-centred and holistic approach.
The classrooms will be prepared by the teachers to meet all the children’s needs and development. The classrooms will be filled with materials and activates that are spontaneous and stimulating for your child, everything will be chosen with a goal for the child and will be child sized so that it is easy for the children to have access.  
Children are able to play by themselves, groups, in pairs, outdoor and indoors, they are able to move around freely throughout the classroom and choosing what sparks an interest in them. 

The Montessori curriculum will have five areas of learning, which are:
· Sensorial- 
This will allow the child to learn through their senses and for them to understand their surroundings. They will use their five senses; taste, sight, smell, touch and hearing around their environment. Furthermore, by the children using their senses, it is allowing them to understand the different materials and they will provide them to explore the different shapes, colours, sounds and textures. For example, some of the materials you will find in our classrooms are wooden blocks, cylinders. This can also help with their language and math.  
· Practical life - 
This includes life skills that will help your child develop independence, self-control, self-awareness and confidence. These can include; taking care of the environment, for example, how to step the table or cleaning the table, how to water and take care of the plants, or washing hands. 
· Maths- 
This can also be linked with sensorial as the materials given do start to slowly be introduced into maths to the children. Materials such as counters, number rods.
· Language 
Children are natural learners and will pick up on anything, and one of them can be another language. In our classrooms the children will have freedom of speech and movement, this can help them with their language skills and language allows the children to be able to communicate about how they are feeling, their thoughts, what they have learnt and so on. By us providing the children activities such as letters, picture cards, sandpaper letters, a book corner it will help their language development. 
As stated above, children do have access to the book corner and the school library, where they can dive right in or can ask a teacher to read them a book. Your child will learn language by singing, listening to stories, talking with their friends and teachers. This is also why we ask parents/guardians to read books at home or sing songs because it will really help their language development. 
· Culture 
With culture we try to bring it into the classroom, this can be done through different activities such as jigsaws, puzzle maps, globes, picture cards etc. It is important that children do learn and start to understand about different cultures, the people, and different countries. 
The classrooms do provide different materials such as our role play area will have different things that will link within different countries, the children will also learn through stories, songs and art. Furthermore, if there is a religious celebration e.g. Eid we may get a parent to come in and talk about what they do for Eid, what they may wear and so on, and this allows the children to understand different cultures and appreciate them also. 
Children have an enormous capacity to learn if given an appropriate and prepared environment, which would enable them to unlock their potential and develop their self-confidence and self-esteem. (The Children’s Room).

Everything is hands on all the time and the teacher will only interrupt when it is needed or to help guide their learning, and then taking a step back so that the child can play and learn. There will always be a teacher or teaching assistant nearby observing and if help is needed, but not to interfere. Understandably, some children may be abit more reserved and shy than other children, and some may need more direction and if that is the case than we can intervene and help the child get started with their activity and keep a close eye on them.  
As we do focus more on child-centred approach this is where “children take learning into their own hands, as opposed to being directed or prompted by a teacher. Children take responsibility for making choices about what they will learn and explore.” (The Compass School).
The child centre approach is important, because it can show us:
· A child’s perspective 
· Allows them to explore 
· Can question their own ideas 
· Allowing the child to learn through experiences 
· Learn by doing 
· Allows the child to make decisions and solve problems 
Students gain an understanding of their own learning style. They get more control over how they spend their time. They get to collaborate with other students. These are all skills they’ll need in adulthood when no one is looking over their shoulder, forcing them to learn. (Bogler, M). 
Children being able to go outdoors is very important to us, as it is allowing the children to engage in the natural world that is surrounding them.  We are lucky enough to have our own garden as well as a playground and a park just a few minutes away. 
Most days when the weather is good, we will usually be outside in the playground, some will be in the garden or the outdoor learning area, and taking turns. Sometimes we do go outside whilst it is raining, so it is always good for your child to have their wellies in school and a raincoat. 
We also notice that once the children are outside they are much happier, calmer, their creative and imaginative side come out, make more friends which can also help their social/language skills. It allows them to take risks and help them discover what is safe for them, and its testing their limits. 
By ”learning through this safe and healthy risk-taking leads to  ‘I can do it’ mindset, which supports success, and contributes to children’s long-term emotional well-being and resilience” (Sandwich Montessori). 
Juniors (year 3 to year 6) 
The work that is used through key stage 1 will be advanced as they go through the school.
Literacy and numeracy are essential skills for children/young people. As the children have been introduced to language, literacy and numeracy. They will continue to practice their reading, may start to do more analysing of sentences, more creative writing. So in key stage 2 we will group children according to their ability, learning style, their spelling etc, and this will be the same for numeracy.  

English
They will be developing more skills in speaking, listening, reading and their writing with teachers providing them with a range of stimulating activities and that go in line with the literacy framework. Our aim is that children leave with the love for English and the words. 
Maths
The children will be taught shape, space and measuring, and numbers etc. Activities will go in line with the numerary framework but also making it fun and stimulating for the children. Our aim is that children leave Trinity with skills that are meet in everyday life. 
Science 
We aim to encourage children to be curious by their surroundings and this can be done by doing investigations. We encourage children to ask questions, observe their surroundings, and experiment to find things out and then make their own conclusions. 
Welsh  
Welsh is used as both first and second language of communication and it is also an area of learning for the children. Children are taught welsh by reading, writing and oracy. There will be posters in classrooms and around the school in welsh to promote it and for the children to see it and use it. 
Physical education (PE) 
Staying fit and healthy is important, and by doing PE it allows the children to let off any steam, stress and keeps them fit. The children will have gym apparatus, dancing, games and a lot of outdoor activities. Each year in the key stage 2 will have swimming lessons. It is important that children do have the appropriate clothing for PE lessons, this can be shorts and a top with trainers, or joggers and a top with trainers. 
Religious education (RE) 
RE will be taught with the agreed syllabus from the Local Authority. It is important that we do teach children RE as it helps children understand the different religions, their beliefs and important celebrations. They will learn about the major religions such as; Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism.  
History 
Children will be taught about Tudors, Victorians, Egyptians. They also learn about the local history and will also go on trips such as museums. 
Geography 
The children are made aware about the environment, studying different locals, places and environments. They will be using maps to focus on different countries and they can compare two countries together.  
ICT 
We do have ICT room, classrooms with interactive whiteboard, and iPads. It can help the children to learn the basic skills of IT that will be used in their future and allow them to gain confidence in using these technology. 
Music 
In key stage two there is a choir, which usually sings in school concerts e.g. Christmas. We also have children for years 3,4and5 that can learn a instrument. For year 3 is it a flute, year 4 is trumpet and year 5 is violin with the music teacher in the school, who will come in during the school hours. 
Art
Art allows the children to be creative and let their imagination go wild. They can experiment with different materials and techniques, and classes can visit art galleries and explore the different arts. 

At times we do introduce a mixed age environment, we do this as it helps children later on life because when they are older they will be in work or in class with people that are going to be older or younger than them. With this being done, the younger children can get a chance to learn from the older children and vice versa, and it is giving the older children a sense of being responsible. This can be done by the older children reading books to them.

Year one to Year six also do forest schools with trained teachers in the school. Forest schools are where it is child-centred learning, it supports play, risk taking, exploration and whilst also helping the child’s confidence and self-esteem. They are getting a hands on experience.
They develop more of their fine and gross motor skills, taking care of themselves, they will learn failure through trial and error and to keep trying. Being outdoors helps the children to learn about their environment, the weather and season changes. Helps build relationship with other children in the class and helps their communication skills. There will be a high ratio of adults with children, and sometimes we even encourage the parents to come along and see how their child is learning. 
















Assessment
The teachers and teaching assistants are constantly assessing, and this will happen right from the moment they start. The way we assess is by doing observations, each day/week we will observe the children while they are playing or working. We will record the observations, which can be done via digital platform (iPad) or handwritten notes. By doing observations it allows us teachers to see how well they are doing and if any extra support/help is needed and where we would need to intervene. Once, we have written down our observations, we will than review them with the other members of staff in the classroom and see if there are any lessons we need to go back and revisits, any new materials that need to be added, and if the classroom areas need to be changed.  
By us doing observations shows us how they are developing, likes/dislikes, how they are learning through play and the interactions. Furthermore, it can also show how the child is as an individual, how they interaction with other children in the classroom and their teachers. 
Also, if there is a certain area a child is struggling with, an observation can quickly identify it and we can make sure that the child is getting the right support from school and at home too, and from there we can plan lessons that meet the child’s needs and to improve their development. 
“Every educator observes children to get to know them better and get a sense of their knowledge, needs, interest, skills and how they learn best. This information helps us know how to approach learning opportunities and what we as educators need to do to shift or add to our planning to further support each child’s learning and development.” (Kids Churchill Park Blog).  

We also keep do keep journals for each child, they all will get one when they start on their first day. This journal will have their information (only teachers will have access to this as well as the parents). Work and observations can also be recorded in there as well as assessments. The staff can also show this to the parents and work together on the learning journal and that we can work in partnership. In addition to this, it will help us celebrate their achievements and for the teacher and parent to work together to help meet your child’s needs. 

We also use baseline testing this is where “teachers are required to carry out a statutory baseline assessment of all pupils within six weeks of their entry into reception class” (Eurydice). A baseline assessment is there to help the school know and understand what the children’s needs are, it will collect information about your child’s development when they enter a new setting or new year group. All the data that will be collected from these will allow the school/teachers to meet the needs of every child and it will also show their strengths and what areas need development. 
They can be carried out in different ways, such as; informal observations and there may be series of observations for each child. The teachers will observe children when they are playing, carrying out tasks for them to gather information. 
This has become a statutory requirement since September 2015 and must be carried out within the first six weeks of the child entering reception. 

There are also key stage two assessments where year 6 will be assessed by their teachers in subjects; maths, English, science and welsh (first or second language). For more information you can have a look at; ‘Statutory assessment arrangements for the Foundation Phase, and end of year Key Stages two and three’. 
We also have a national reading and numeracy test, this is for ages 6 to 7, and 7 to 11. The tests were introduced in the year 2013 which is under ‘The education (national curriculum) (assessment arrangements for reading and numeracy) (Wales) order 2013.’   
The reading numeracy will also now be online but it will automatically adjust the levels of the question to match the child individually. 

Pedagogy 
We focus on both constructivism and social constructivism. Constructivism is where we learn through experiences, a child will be at the centre of the learning, and this is where we adopted a Montessori method. Maria Montessori was a medical doctor and then later became interested in education, then began working with children who had special needs. Montessori opened up her own school and her method would allow children to follow their curiosity/interests, whilst working on their own pace, and allowing the child to have a hands on experience. Her theory is child-centred and holistic approach and it is all about children being able to experience and explore. 
Lev Vygotsky believed that children will learn through conversations and interactions with each other and with their teachers. This is where social constructivism will come into the classroom, we apply it by; encouraging conversations in the classroom between all the children, encouraging team work. We also use Vygotsky zone of proximal development (ZPD) this is where a learner can do without help, what they can do with help, and what they can’t do. For example, if a child is struggling we may put them with a child that does understand what to do, because sometimes the child may understand it more because of the language the child has used or the way they have phrased it and it made more sense to them.

Health and safety 
We are committed to ensure that there is a high standard of health and safety of all our pupils, children, and all visitors. We will inspect all the school premises to make sure there are no hazards. The school will have fire drills which will always be carried out during each term. All equipment for PE, outdoor and indoor play equipment, all electrical, fire extinguishers, and doors are all tested regularly. 
Safety and security
When you are visiting the school, please contact the school by pressing the buzzer on the gate so that we are aware and can let you in. We will also ask you to sign in and out when coming into the school premise and when leaving. There are cameras all over the school such as, in and out of the front school doors. 
As the children do use computers, laptops, iPads most sites will be blocked for their safety and only educational resources will be allowed. 




Conclusion
Why us? Overall, as a school we focus on the child, the child is right at the centre of their learning. We encourage more of a hands on learning throughout the whole school, and not just in nursery and reception. Everything is child sized which makes it much more easier for them to access things around the classroom, and may schools don’t always do this. They are also able to move around freely across the classroom and choose what sparks their interest, and play by themselves, in groups or pairs. 
Teachers are always there but will not intervene unless it is needed and not many schools always have access to a large playground, park and beach like we do. 
Parent and school partnership is very important to us as we believe the best way to support a child is by working with their parents to meet their needs and help them develop. 
In addition to this not may schools are able to do forest schools, but we luckily are as we have staff members who have been trained to do this and can take the children out to do different activities. 
We are also a very diverse school and always learning new things about our pupils, celebrating different cultures.
This is what some of our pupils think
Mo- Trinity is a good school, the teachers are always there to help when I need it.

Holly- I really enjoy playing outdoors as there’s a lot of things to do. My favourite is going to the garden and see all the minibeast.

Alex- I like forest school, I enjoy climbing the trees and making forts. 

Maya- I like that I can help other children in the years below and all the teachers are amazing. 
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