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        What is a magistrate?

        In England and Wales, many legal decisions are decided by people who are not judges. They are generated by regular individuals who work in a variety of areas and have no prior legal knowledge. They do, however, believe in justice. They are also capable of listening, making informed judgments, and being proud members of their communities. These are the presiding officers.
         Magistrates, also known as Justices of the Peace, are ordinary people who want to make a difference in their communities. They volunteer to hear a range of cases in our courts for at least 13 days each year, including training. Magistrates can sit in Magistrates' Courts, which hear both criminal and civil matters, or in Family Courts, or both. The position is unpaid, and many judges work in addition to their court responsibilities.
       Over 12,000 individuals in England and Wales have volunteered to be magistrates. They can be appointed at the age of 18 and retire at the age of 75.  The Senior Presiding Judge will typically not recommend someone beyond the age of 70, as magistrates are required to serve for at least five years before retiring.
         A person does not require any legal qualifications or prior training to become a magistrate. Candidates must, however, possess the following five essential characteristics:
    1 Making decisions that are fair, impartial, and transparent - When debating, magistrates must be decisive and capable of reaching reasoned conclusions that are unbiased, impartial, and transparent via the use of a systematic approach. Magistrates must also be able to assess enormous volumes of data and find critical flaws.
     2 Understanding and respecting opposing viewpoints - Magistrates must be able to identify and accept opposing viewpoints, deal compassionately with people, and demonstrate genuine understanding and concern for their predicament. They must also be aware of and prepared to understand crucial parts of societal issues.  
   3 Sensitivity and respect in communication - Magistrates must be able to actively and deliberately listen, clarify points of view, and communicate clearly and sensitively within confidential bounds. They must also be able to adapt their communication style to the situation and successfully express the reasoning behind their decisions.
     4 Self-awareness and openness to learning - Magistrates must be open-minded, able to reflect on and learn from the perspectives of others, and capable of adapting quickly to changes. They must also be able to seize opportunities to learn and keep their expertise, as well as use effective ways to protect their personal well-being.
       5 Professional connection with others - Magistrates must be personable and trustworthy, capable of instilling trust and confidence, and capable of operating in a professional and efficient manner both alone and in collaboration with others. They must be able to encourage people to engage in decision-making while recognizing prejudice in themselves and others.
Applicants for magistracy are also judged on their moral character. Applicants are required to give any information about themselves that may jeopardize their reputation as a magistrate if it becomes public during the hiring process. This is done to guarantee that the public has faith in the magistrates and their decisions.








         A discussion about magistrates in UK: 

      MAGISTRATES LINISON 
You inquire about who a liaison magistrate might be (for example, a member of a Member State delegation to Eurojust) and the duty of a liaison magistrate. These are problems that have sparked some discussion inside the working group, with delegations citing similar concerns. The proposed Article 27a (la) (document 7254/08) purports to resolve the first question: "The liaison magistrate... shall be a deputy, assistant, national member of Eurojust, or a magistrate seconded to Eurojust under Article 30(2)." Following a working group debate, it is obvious that liaison magistrates would be recruited from current members of Member State delegations. In turn, Member States would be asked to propose a replacement national member, deputy, or assistant to fill the vacated post, not least since it is obvious that one person cannot discharge both roles continuously.
    The specific tasks of a Eurojust liaison magistrate are still being discussed, but we assume that they will be akin to the roles of existing national liaison magistrates, such as those appointed to the United States, Pakistan, and France by the United Kingdom. The appointment of a Eurojust liaison magistrate would be unique for its international rather than bilateral nature. In terms of judicial collaboration, it would follow the reasonable and efficient pattern of pooling EU liaison officer resources in other countries.Provisions for resolving possible disagreements over the use of the liaison magistrate are essential, particularly if it seems that the liaison magistrate may operate for both Eurojust and competent authorities of a Member State (Article 27a(2)).
         Liaison judges should undoubtedly be stationed in critical nations, and there is a recommendation in the most recent version to give the Council a role in determining which countries should be prioritized. The government believes that a Eurojust liaison magistrate might be a vital link between third countries and the EU, for example, in operations to undermine organized crime. Many of the challenges that the EU faces originate beyond its borders, thus it is in our best interests to work with other nations to combat and prevent substantial cross-border crime. (  Committee, G.B.P.H. of L.E.U. (2010). Correspondence with Ministers: November 2007 to April 2008, 2nd report of session 2009-10. [online] Google Books. The Stationery Office. Available at: https://www.google.ro/books/edition/Correspondence_with_Ministers/wrtA_MzJlYUC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=a+discussion+about+magistrate+in+uk&pg=PA215&printsec=frontcover [Accessed 24 Apr. 2023]. ) 



            What are their main responsabilities? 
        Magistrates hear cases affecting their community in their local courts. They can hear cases in the Magistrates' courts, which deal with both criminal and civil concerns, or in the Family Court, or both. 
        Magistrates frequently sit in groups of two or three in court, known as benches. All three judges have equal decision-making powers, but only one, the presiding judge, will speak in court and preside over the proceedings. Wingers are the two magistrates on either side.     
      Some magistrates advance to dealing with cases involving defendants aged 10 to 18 in the youth court as they develop experience. When an appeal against a conviction or sentence determined in magistrates' court is heard, magistrates may also sit in the Crown Court with a judge. When it comes to criminal procedures, magistrates wield great authority, and it is their responsibility to utilize these powers in a completely fair and equitable manner. Their fellow humans' fate is in their hands. They decide whether a person is innocent or guilty of a crime, and hence whether or not that person should be punished. If they make bad decisions, either innocent people will suffer unfairly or guilty individuals will evade punishment unfairly.
      Magistrates must rule on all criminal proceedings in a fair, objective, and unbiased manner. A magistrate must first decide whether or not the accused individual is guilty after carefully analyzing all of the evidence presented to him or her. If the magistrate finds the accused person guilty, he or she must then carefully decide on the proper sentence to inflict on the convicted individual.
           Magistrates must be impartial and fair adjudicators. They must have an open mind and avoid doing anything that would create the appearance that they are biased or political in their approach. F. Edkins' paper "How Magistrates Deal with Proof of Criminal Guilt" appeared in Legal Forum Vol. 1 No. 2, p. 13.


     

       Court Closures: 
   
     According to available statistics, 164 magistrates' courts closed between 2010 and 2020, with 151 seats (51%) having a defunct magistrates' court and 13 constituencies having two courts that closed. The sale of courthouses generated at least £223 million for the public purse. The government aims to close 77 more courts by 2025/26, according to the National Audit Office.
        Following our appeals to postpone further closures, the administration declared in May 2019 that it would not close courts unless it had proof that its modifications were reducing their use.






             Evidence of advantages and disadvantage: 

Advantages?
 Judges are paid, while magistrates are not. Without magistrates, 1000 more judges would be required, which would cost £100 million.
Local knowledge expedites court processes. They are aware of local news since they live nearby. Kerb creeps in between Paul and DPP.
They are more accessible than judges because they do not require any training. More than 1000 additional judges would be necessary.
People of many races are found in society. Females account for 49% of the population.
The public trusts, like everyone else, has life experiences. Respondents in a study conducted in 2000 and 2001 said they would not reduce magistrates' functions.

Disadvantages?
 Prosecution Biased- Due to their inexperience, they may prefer the police. A single word of a man was used against the police in R v Bingham ex parte Jowitt, and the magistrates sided with the police.
You may forget words since you only work 13 days a year. In ABH, 21% of suspects were found guilty, but 77% of suspects in Essex were found guilty.
Case Hardened-Defendants on a case may have already been judged. 1974, Jowitt v. Bingham
People who have free time do not reflect society. Magistrates are often in their forties. 50% of magistrates are above the age of 60, whereas the majority of defendants are under the age of 25.




         Conclusion:

All magistrates' training should be developed and overseen by the Judicial Studies Board, such training should, in the main, be provided at the local level through trainers, ideally justices' clerks and/or legal advisers, who have been suitably trained for the purpose by the Board, district Judges should also be involved in the training of magistrates in the region or at the court center.
The Judicial Studies Board should establish procedures to ensure that magistrates are reviewed promptly and thoroughly across the country and that training programs take into account the needs for training that were identified during that process.














         Conclusion:
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