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Touring Task 3
Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised, in practice, elements of Tasks 1 & 2?

My initial expectations about touring theatre have been mostly challenged over the duration of this module. It was my assumption that Touring theatre would be a lot more physically and emotionally draining than it was, as I have heard experiences from actors in Q&As or interviews describing touring theatre’s exhausting nature, how “After two or three weeks the novelty of the different place wears off and you just want to be at home”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/theatre/martin-shaw-young-actors-don-t-want-to-tour-but-it-s-the-only-way-to-perfect-a-role-a3222406.html
] 

Despite this I personally felt as though I had very little issue with motivation or energy whilst on tour, I concede that this is likely due to being so invested into our subject matter from the very first few days working on task 1. During which time, we realized that although we were working to create a relevant piece of theatre for 9 to 10-year-old children, everyone could relate to the very same social and cultural issues that the children Carri had us interview were worried about.
Independent research for task 2 reinforced this belief that children are worried about similar things to each of us; friends, family, work and so on[footnoteRef:2]. Due to this, we, as a group, were able to create honest and relevant short stories regarding certain social and cultural issues through analogies, such as a caterpillar not yet becoming a butterfly as a way of showing someone hitting puberty late. [2:  https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/middle2.html
] 

A somewhat fortunate, coincidence meant that the week we were touring our piece happened to be anti-bullying week in the UK. [footnoteRef:3] 
The theme of the week being; “’All Different, All Equal’
The idea is to help children and young people celebrate what makes them, and others, unique and help them understand why it’s important that every child feels included in school able to be themselves without fear of bullying.” [footnoteRef:4] [3:  https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/news-insight/news/theme-anti-bullying-week-2017-has-been-announced-%E2%80%98all-different-all-equal%E2%80%99
]  [4:  https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/news-insight/news/theme-anti-bullying-week-2017-has-been-announced-%E2%80%98all-different-all-equal%E2%80%99
] 

This theme fit in perfectly with our piece of touring theatre, as we set out with the intention of embracing what makes us who we are and what defines us, whether that be physical differences which we show in the giant story, or defining traits such as a speech impediment which we incorporate in the snake to snail story and so on. 

Of our 6 showings, 4 of them took place in primary schools. Giving the opportunity of seeing theatre to young children in small south Wales schools is a great accomplishment, as they are unlikely to otherwise have the chance to see theatre without touring shows, especially in the smaller rural villages. 
However, I wish we seized the opportunity to expose our show to as many as people from as many diverse ages, locations or cultures as possible.
Dave Ainsworth even said that he would’ve like us to perform to an old people’s home.
Although the importance of showing young children the relevant social and cultural topics within our piece should not be understated I firmly believe that the issues we cover are universal and relatable to everyone regardless of age or background. 
Upon reflection I am extremely proud of our piece and feel we accomplished what we set out to do, though if given the chance I would have had us tour further away and at differing audiences firstly to attempt to increase the reach of our message as far as possible but also to give myself and the whole cast what I believe would be a more realistic understanding of touring theatre, allowing us to experience how different audiences from different locations and ages may react, or to challenge us to not let the performance suffer due to longer journeys and more early starts. 
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