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The Role of Recognising, Responding, Reporting, Referring, and Responsibilities in Safeguarding Children

Safeguarding children relies on recognising, responding, reporting, referring, and assuming clear responsibilities. These elements, as outlined in Working Together to Safeguard Children (Department for Education, 2023), facilitate early detection, intervention, and the protection of children at risk of harm.

Recognising

[bookmark: _Hlk183165944]The ability to identify physical, behavioural, or emotional indicators of harm, such as unexplained injuries or withdrawal, is critical to safeguarding (Munro, 2011). The importance of recognising these signs is underscored by the impact of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) on long-term development, including mental health issues (Felitti et al., 2019; Gilbert et al., 2020). Ongoing training equips practitioners to spot potential harm and intervene promptly (Boyd-Webb, 2019; May-Chahal et al., 2014; Megele, 2018). 
 

Responding

Effective responses involve immediate protective actions, assessing risk, and supporting the child (Firmin, 2020). Practitioners must be prepared to handle complex situations where children may be unable to articulate their experiences (Laming, 2003). A timely response minimises prolonged exposure to harm and supports transition to safety (Department of Education, 2023).

Reporting

Reporting concerns ensures accountability and enables authorities to assess and act upon identified risks, within the legislative time frames. The Children Act 1989 mandates reporting suspicions of abuse to prioritise child welfare (NSPCC, 2024). Transparency through reporting supports informed decision-making and case tracking (Parton,1985 and 2011).

Referring

Referrals direct children to specialised services for comprehensive assessment and care. The Children Act 2004 emphasises referring cases with reasonable grounds to local authorities (Laming, 2003). Multi-agency collaboration is essential for addressing children’s physical and emotional needs (Hodgkins and Prowle, 2023; Gilbert et al., 2020).

Responsibilities

Defined roles and accountability ensure effective safeguarding. Working Together to Safeguard Children highlights the role of safeguarding leads in coordinating multi-agency efforts (Department for Education, 2023). Shared responsibility among professionals aims to strengthen child protection systems and prevent observable issues from progressing to abuse. (May-Chahal et al., 2014; Megele, 2018; Featherstone et al., 2018).

Together, these elements create a comprehensive safeguarding framework to mitigate harm and promote child welfare (Department for Education, 2018;  Arias-Falcón, Reyes-Castellano and Pequeño-Rondón, 2020; Shackelford, and Shackelford, 2021; Buckler, 2023: Baginsky, 2022).  
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Self – Reflection on Safeguarding
I have found this module historically challenging, particularly the realisation of how little safeguarding was actual present until comparatively recently. 
Despite extensive experience in a number of educational and childcare settings over many years I found myself lacking cohesive safeguarding knowledge. My informed experience and many and varied forms of continuous professional development (CPD) providing a level of uncoordinated and erratic knowledge, leaving me little confidence in its application and feeling the need to access better information in order to help needy children I encountered in the said settings.
It has been refreshing to have this essential subject of safeguarding presented to us in an accurate and logical manner that makes sense, despite its emotionally deep and at times challenging content. I found the use of a mock ICPC as an assignment a useful vehicle for ensuring that we develop a comprehensive knowledge of safeguarding and how to apply it in a practical manner. I now feel much more competent and confident to use this knowledge to better benefit the children I will encounter in settings in the future.
I do feel there is however, especially given the recent failing in safeguarding within the Church of England that led to the resignation of the Archbishop of Canterbury that significant failing still need to be addressed in this most vital area of keeping our children safe. Areas of multi-agency working and safe recruitment I feel would benefit from a yet more cohesive approach to prevent any child falling through the gaps.
Children are our future and deserve the best possible protection and care, in order to become the confident national and global citizens that will need to rise to the many challenges ahead of them. As an experienced practitioner I would like to offer my experience and now cohesive knowledge of Safeguarding to ensure their safe and optimistic progress into that exciting future.


