Week 5 Activity
Activity- Evaluating Elderly Care Services and Policies
Form Small Groups (3 or 4)
· Each group will be assigned a specific service/policy relevant to elderly care.
Examples include-
Domiciliary Care (in-home care funded by local authorities but often provided by private companies).
Residential Care (care homes, with many now privately run).
Care Act 2014 (policy outlining local authorities' duties in assessing care needs and providing funding).
Means Testing in Social Care (process by which individuals are assessed for eligibility and required contributions).
Group Tasks-
Task 1- Identify Strengths and Challenges
As a group, discuss and list two strengths and two challenges of your assigned service or policy.
Examples-
For domiciliary care- Strengths might include increased availability of providers; challenges could involve inconsistencies in service quality.
For the Care Act 2014- A strength could be its safeguarding provisions; a challenge might be underfunding that limits its effectiveness.
Task 2- Propose Solutions
· Brainstorm potential solutions to improve access, quality, or affordability of the service or policy.
· Consider realistic changes that could address the identified challenges.
· Examples of solutions could include better regulation of private care providers or increased funding for local authority social care.
Task 3- Presentation
Be prepared to present your findings to the class.
Include-
· A summary of the service or policy.
· The strengths and challenges your group identified.
· Any proposed solutions and why you think they would be effective.
· Evaluation Questions to Consider-

Consider…
How effectively does the service or policy meet the needs of older adults?
Does it support or hinder access to high-quality, affordable care?
Are there regional disparities that impact older adults’ access to this service or the benefits of this policy?
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