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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

As a practitioner, having an understanding of the relevant children’s safeguarding legislation, policies and procedures locally and on a national level is important in helping to protect children and keep them safe, children have the right to be protected from harm (Unicef, 2017) be treated fairly (Darlington, 2016), and against any discrimination (GOV.UK, 2010). Whether you work with adults or children, safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility (www.safeguarding.wales, n.d.).  It is important that each and every person who works with children is clear about knowing how to report a concern if they have one, and have an understanding of the different types of abuse and the signs to look out for them (Brigden, 2014). 
	
Working in Wales, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) have been developed to inform and guide practitioners, and all people who work with children (paid or unpaid) on how they should apply the safeguarding procedures under the social Services and Well-Being Wales Act (2014) (SSWBWA, 2014), which is standardised across all local authorities. This is to ensure that all people have easy access to such information, feel confident in their role, and understand what is expected of them when it comes to protecting children (Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, n.d.)

There is an obligation on all local authorities to take action when information is reported and concerns raised about a child (HM Government, 1989). If there are immediate concerns, contact is to be made to the police straight away on 999. Where there are concerns that a child may be at risk of modern slavery then the appropriate referral should be made (Workingtogetheronline.co.uk, 2018).
When a concern is reported, the local authority has a responsibility to investigate (HM Government, 1989). Initially, enquiries are made by speaking to the child’s family, school and other professionals involved, taking into consideration the child’s views, wishes and feelings (Department of Education, 2018). It is important to understand that where there are concerns, the legislation, General Data and Protection Regulation (2019) (GDPR) should not prevent any professionals from sharing information about a child (HM Government, 2018). 

Such investigations may identify that a family in is need of some support. Such support can be accessed in the community and early prevention services may help to prevent at child becoming at risk of abuse and neglect (NSPCC, 2019). However, where there are more serious concerns, it is the responsibility of the local authority to make a decision whether the child is at risk of significant harm (Legislation.gov.uk, 2013).

 Professionals are accountable for coming  together under section 7 of the Social Services and Well-Being Wales Act (2014) because they have a responsibility to share information, and work collaboratively to decide whether or not they feel a child should be placed on the child protection register. These conferences are regulated by local and regional safeguarding boards. The same part of the SSWBWA strengthens other local authorities to report a child who they think might be at risk of abuse and neglect regardless or not, they are responsible for that child (Legislation.GOV.UK, 2014). In cases whereby, parents do not work with the local authority to keep their children safe, a child may become ‘looked after’ (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014).

Word count: 528.







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

 
There are a number of differences in the requirements for adults and children’s safeguarding. Firstly, an adult is considered at risk, when a person over the age of 18 years old, and has care and support needs (whether or not the local authority is currently meeting these needs) and because of this are unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect (Legislation.GOV.UK, 2014). A child is a person under the age of 18, who does not necessarily need to have but, may have care and support needs, to be at risk of abuse or neglect (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014).

	Consent is also a differing issue, and is required from an adult for a safeguarding referral to proceed down the safeguarding route although, there are some exceptions to this (Gov.UK, 2005). The Human Rights Act (1998) protects a person’s right to a private life and an individual may not want to proceed down the safeguarding route if, after the concerns have been addressed and discussed with them, and they have the capacity to make this decision.  While, a child’s views, wishes and feelings are taken into account before a concern is escalated (tri.x, 2022), consent is not required to keep a child safe; the parent or adult caring for the child is responsible for the child and the local authority is able to make enquiries and investigate where there are concerns about the safety of a child without parental consent (UK Government, 1989).

An adult may also been seen as vulnerable because they choose to make ‘unwise decisions’ or, take part behaviour that seems ‘too risky’ to others when in comparison to their own values and beliefs (www.proceduresonline.com, n.d.). If, a person understands the consequences of their actions when provided with the information and are able to weigh this up, then this is considered a personal choice (Gov.UK, 2005). Whether some agree with it, or not. For example; a person may wish to not report financial abuse about a family member because they are related, they may consider their privacy more important than the value of the funds that have gone missing. Likewise, a person living in squalor may understand the impacts that this has on their health and well-being but, may not want to make the changes needed to help improve their living conditions. However, there is usually more than one factor that is contributing to those people who self-neglect (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2018). 

It could be argued, that children also can take part in risky behaviour. Although, it would be the parents who are held responsible for such actions for example; truanting in schools (www.familylives.org.uk, n.d.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Word count: 437. 




5

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




