



Evidence-based policing (EBP) is an approach that is becoming more popular within the policing community as an approach that emphasizes the use of evidence to inform and shape policing practices (college of policing, no date). It recognizes the importance pf integrating research findings into decision making processes within the police force. This essay will aim to evaluate how various policing models can support evidence-based policing by examining their roles in developing the new practices that can and will be used by police and their effectiveness. Furthermore, this essay will discuss several commonly used models in evidence-based policing such as problem-orientated policing (POP), scanning, analysis, response and assessment (SARA) and finally problem-solving process (PSP) whilst identifying the strengths and limitations pf each method. 

In the UK evidence plays a pivotal role in underpinning and developing the practices used by the police. Policing organisations rely on evidenced-based policing as a way to inform their strategies, policies and allows them to make informed decisions based on actual evidence rather than relying on intuition or any outdated practices .For example evidence is crucial in helping police practice in terms of crime analysis and intelligence as all evidence collected by police forces is analysed in order to identify any hotspots in certain areas or trends allowing the police using a method called hot spots policing which has seen an overall reduction in crime due to its impact (College of policing,2018). This also highlights how Evidence is continuing to help develop policing practices throughout the system to continuously keep up with the advances that criminals are also making.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Evidence-based policing also utilizes evidence in an effort to assess the effectiveness of any ongoing practices, using rigorous evaluation the police are able to determine whether their initiatives are able to cultivate the desired outcome and if needed make the necessary adjustments (The open university, no date). The ability to do this is extremely useful for the police as being able to assess exactly where they are needed and what methods are working and what methods aren’t with evidence to back it up will save not only time but resources also as they will not have to keep perusing policing methods if the evidence shows that they do not work allowing them to keep focus on what does work to maximise their ability to reduce crime.

Using evidence to support decisions making is very important within evidence-based policing as the evidence will be able to reduce any possible issues that would have been an unknow if there was no evidence available. Using evidence to support decisions is also useful as it can rule out the other theories allowing for proactive policing to be more effective as they will already have evidence to back up their decisions without having to worry that they might have missed something (Potts,2019).

When discussing the models that are used within evidence-based policing there are many that are popular however the 3 main ones that will be discussed within this essay are as previously stated POP, SARA and PSP. Problem orientated policing (POP) was introduced by Herman Goldstein in the 1970s with the idea being that crimes should be subject to extreme examination in the hopes that whatever is found will be able to lead to new and more efficient and efficient strategies for dealing with these crimes (Arizona state university,2001). Problem-orientated policing has numerous benefits that must be mentioned when discussing it for example POP is very effective in reducing crime and disorder throughout communities with studies indicating a positive impact by addressing the underlying issues and targeting the root of these issues creating the potential for long-term solutions (Weisburd et al., 2010,p.139).Another benefit of problem-orientated policing is the engagement ant trust that it builds with the community, community engagement is a main component to POP as members of the community will know their surroundings more intimately through surveys and their own observations. POP encourages police to work with the community to resolve any issues related to crime that may be brought to their attention (sound thinking,2022). However, problem-orientated policing is not without its limitations and one of its main drawbacks is the concern that due to the use of more surveillance that the privacy and civil liberties of people within the vicinity of the heightened surveillance can be breached (Ablison, no date). Another limitation of problem-orientated policing is that due to it relying so heavily on frontline police officers that it has not been adopted as widely as it should, traditional policing methods often focus on putting out fires as they come up instead of addressing the underlying issues and due to this POP is seen as a contrast to what is the normal approach (Boba & Crank,2008).

The second model that is used often in evidence-based policing is SARA or scanning, analysis, response, assessment. This model helps the police identify and address any issues within their areas that they patrol using a data driven approach. The SARA model builds on the problem-orientated policing model from Herman Goldstein and was developed by John Eck and William Spelman (the evidence based policing app, no date). One of the main benefits of the SARA model is that it relies on data before implementing any kind of intervention, by doing this the police can have a better understanding of the scope of the situation allowing them to form more effective strategies (South Cambridge district council, no date). Another positive of the SARA model is that it is also able to build great relations between the police and the community that they serve as due to this model having to scan and analyse any problems gaining information from the public is crucial to letting this model work (criminal justice know how,2020). Despite this The SARA model is not without its drawbacks, for example the SARA model relies heavily on accurate data as if the data is incorrect or out of date it can lead to a problem with the problem assessments and compromise their ability to solve the issues. Another limitation of the SARA is that it is that due to it normally addressing the issues that have an immediate impact many people believe that it may not actually address the underlying issues within communities and that whilst it does make an impact crime will continue as nothing is being done to prevent it at its source.

The third and final example of models used within evidence-based policing is  problem-solving policing, this model similar too POP by addressing the underlying issues and the source of crime by going beyond traditional policing and acting proactively to improve the safety of the communities they serve. The two main positives that male problem-solving policing good is the increased public engagement and presence as this method relies heavily on working with the community to address any issues that may be causing crime, additionally this method causes a long term impact by addressing the root of the issue PSP is far more likely to wipe out any issues by removing what causes them in the first place. However due to this implementing problem-solving policing does require significantly more time than other methods which can pose a challenge to some police forces who may not have enough resources for a long term project.

In conclusion evidence-based policing is a crucial approach to policing that emphasizes the use of evidence and data to inform decision making and shape the practices the police will use for years to come. The policing models that have previously been mentioned each play a crucial role in evidence-based policing by effectively helping the police to assess ongoing practices find better and more accurate work arounds and provide more reliable and effective analysis evidence that can be used to maximise the impact. Incorporating these practices will not only increase the efficiency and effectiveness of policing agencies but it will also improve public safety and community happiness and therefore relations with the community, by cultivating a future of policing that embraces evidence-based policing and the models that support it the police will be able to combat crime in a more efficient and proactive way in the modern times of policing. 
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