[bookmark: _GoBack]Component 2 research.
My first opinion on working in the performance industry for free is a mess. To put your time and effort into something just for exposure is ridiculous, you don’t know how far the project you're volunteering for will reach and if it even should be labelled as work for exposure. The first thing I investigated is the average salary of an actor per year and have found out from ‘zip recruiter’ that annual earnings can be as low as nine thousand pounds per year, which is nowhere near enough to sustain yourself and pay for transportation, bills and any resources your free acting work may request of you, so already your setting your standards much lower by working for free. It’s more of a bigger question of “can you afford working for free” rather than “should I work as an actor for free”.
I also believe that the idea of reputation can be deceiving, working for a well-known actor or director for a cut price of normal jobs in that range or even for nothing may take an emotional toll on you and could crate serious health and safety problems if it’s something that involves stunt work and is already on a small budget due to you working for free. An example that comes to mind is Jonah Hill working for Marting Scorsese on the wolf of wall street who received a small paycheck of forty-eight thousand pounds, for an acclaimed role and the amount of screen time he had for such a large-scale project, it’s obvious that the pay didn’t match the role, but chose the smallest amount he could own due to his love for Scorsese's work. Another example is Barkhad Abdi for his performance in the movie Captain Phillips, only earning roughly fifty thousand pounds. Even in the biggest parts of the industry, high profile actors or actors who provide a superb performance, don’t get paid enough for time they put into their roles, to do all of that for free isn’t something I'd call worth my time.
I do, however, look at the positives of working for free. A big idea may not reach big studios so they work to produce their projects for short films or festivals, providing new and unique roles with even more in-depth and complex stories can really open your eyes to what you as an actor can really achieve. Short films can also be put into festivals and have other small productions reach out for other ideas to you, helping you get more experience in the industry I find is more valuable than the exposure itself.
Working for free could also be the main reason actors are working in a low earning industry. As more actors try to get exposure for working less and less, it will become even harder for actors to make a living even if they do get paid. Webmaster, a great source to read about working for free in the industry, describes acting for free very well, saying “The problem with working for free, among other things, is that you may be devaluing your time and talent. You may be selling yourself short. And, yes, by taking low-wage or no-wage acting jobs, you might be making it harder for actors everywhere to earn a living as actors.” they further explain that working for free Is good as long as it’s part of the plan, working for free just because you can’t find any other work is meaningless as you're going into projects fast without putting the time and effort to pick your decisions wisely, leading into roles that may make you uncomfortable or not worth your time. Chron gave a great statistic, showing that 1 in 2000 people in the acting industry make it as a successful actor, not famous, but successful, earning just enough money to feed themselves and have a healthy life. Working for free would only lower those odds not just for you but for everyone else in the industry who is trying to work as a performer or a living.
After confirming my initial thoughts on working for free as an actor I started to struggle to find more reasons why an actor should or shouldn’t work for free. And I think it’s because there are a lot of reasons to work for free as it is to work in general. It spreads to funding by governments, cutting annual fees to support theatres that are the problem to begin with and causes the rise in free acting employment. I couldn’t find a source to find out how man theatres shut down in the past year, but there is a growing paranoia that it won’t slow down anytime soon, causing more job opportunities for actors to disappear, and lower budget projects rise to collect the lost and struggling actors.
I do believe with further research that there are some organisations who are using the working-for-free method to benefit other causes. Non-profit organisations such as cardboard citizens, and mousetrap theatre company who try to help young and ambitious actors fulfill their dreams while raise awareness for other problems in the world, working for nonprofit companies isn’t for exposure, but it is for helping charities and raising exposure for people who need to be represented in the world, and as actors we need to tell those stories.
For my final opinion before discussing with my group on this debate I believe that working in the industry for free is not beneficial for you or other actors trying to make a living, it lowers the value of what an actor earns when preparing and performing a role, however I do believe if it’s for a good cause and is a project that is interesting to you, then I think it’s worth the time you put into the work. Actors have less value when working for free, the value for free work is what your working towards.

References
www.ziprecruiter.co.uk. (n.d.). Job Search - Millions of Jobs Hiring Near You | ZipRecruiter. [online] Available at: https://www.ziprecruiter.co.uk/?utm_source=zr-go-redirect#:~:text=While%20ZipRecruiter%20is%20seeing%20annual. [Accessed 20th April 2023]
LADbible. (n.d.). The $60,000 that Jonah Hill took for role in Wolf of Wall Street was the minimum amount he could make. [online] Available at: https://www.ladbible.com/entertainment/jonah-hill-wolf-of-wall-street-pay-509488-20221220 [Accessed 20th Apr. 2023].
Webmaster (2020). Should an Actor Ever Work for Free? [online] Acting Magazine. Available at: https://actingmagazine.com/2020/07/should-an-actor-ever-work-for-free/?utm_content=cmp-true [Accessed 20th Apr. 2023].
‌ Chron.com. (2013). Statistics on People Getting Famous in Acting. [online] Available at: https://work.chron.com/statistics-people-getting-famous-acting-23946.html. [Accessed 20th Apr. 2023].
Mousetrap Theatre Projects. (n.d.). Mousetrap Theatre Projects. [online] Available at: https://www.mousetrap.org.uk/. [Accessed 24th Apr. 2023].
Cardboard Citizens (n.d.). Cardboard Citizens. [online] Cardboard Citizens. Available at: https://cardboardcitizens.org.uk/. [Accessed 24th Apr. 2023].
‌

‌


‌


‌

‌

