ATTENDANCE NOTE
Date: 07/05/2026
Fee Earner: Shannon Davies, Trainee Solicitor
Nature of Attendance: Client Interview
Time Spent In Meeting: Approximately 20 minutes

CLIENT DETAILS
Client: Ron Roland
Relationship to Deceased: Brother of Dawn Evans (deceased) 
Preferred Contact Method: Email or post

MATTER
Advice regarding the deceased Dawn Evans' estate, involving the distribution of the estate, appointment of executors, inheritance tax and specific gifts that are no longer owned. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND
Dawn Evans, the sister of the client Ron Rolands, died on 1 March 2026. The deceased executed a valid will on 12 June 2004, three executors were appointed Colin Evans, Ron Roland, and Carys Knight. During the interview, the client confirmed that Dawn Evans and Colin Evans had divorced in 2011. Carys Knight does not wish to act as an executor due to a recent bereavement in her family and her ongoing health issues. Carys has not started administering the estate. Ron Roland wishes to administer the estate personally, without legal assistance, where it's possible. During the interview, the client confirmed that Jack Knight (son of Carys Knight) died one week after Dawn's death; he had a wife but no children. 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
The client provided information regarding Dawn's property, bank accounts, insurance, personal belongings, pension, funeral expenses and debts. 
Dawn owned a mortgage-free, freehold terraced property valued at £250,000.
She owned three bank accounts: a NatWest current account with approximately £3,000, an HSBC savings account with approximately £10,000, and a Santander savings account with approximately £5,000. 
Dawn had a life insurance policy she took out with Life Co Limited; the estimated value is £10,000 payable to the estate. 
The deceased's personal belongings were valued at approximately £2,000.
Dawn received a state and occupational pension; however, the client is unsure whether there were any over- or underpayments or whether there is a lump sum to which Dawn is entitled. 
Regarding debt, Dawn had a Marks & Spencer credit card; the client estimates the balance to be a few hundred pounds. There are no other known liabilities. 
The client paid for the funeral costs, valued at £5,100, and for the death certificates; the client confirmed they retain the receipts.

ISSUES RAISED BY THE CLIENT
The client requested advice regarding who can act as an executor, if Colin Evans can act or benefit following the divorce, what happens to the residuary estate following the death of Jack Knight, specific gifts referred to in the will that were not owned by Dawn Evans at her time of death and whether inheritance tax is payable. 

LEGAL ADVICE
1. Executors
The client was advised that the executors named in the will are entitled to act if they wish, but are not obligated to do so. Carys Knight is likely to renounce her right to probate under The Non-contentious Probate Rules 1987.
Following Dawn's divorce in 2011, Colin Evans is treated as though he had passed away on the day of the divorce (Wills Act 1837, s. 18a); in turn, his appointment as executor and any gifts made to him in the will are revoked. 
Ron Roland may act as the sole executor. 

2. Specific Gifts
The will contains specific gifts of a carriage clock to Paul Evans and 500 ABC shares to John Rownland.
During the interview, the client shared that the carriage clock had been taken during a burglary and that Dawn sold her ABC plc shares around two years before her death. 
In the interview, the client was advised that specific gifts that are no longer owned at the time of the deceased's death fail by ademption (‘Ashburner v MacGuire’ 1786) and do not require substitution. 
The gift of the carriage clock and the gift of the ABC plc share both fail. 

3. Residuary Estate 
In clause 4 of the will, the residue of the estate is left to the children of Carys Knight if they survive after Dawn's death and reach the age of 21. 
Jack Knight survived Dawn Evans and was already over 21; his gift under the will vested upon Dawn's death, so it formed part of Jack Knight's estate following his death.
Jack's share will be distributed through his estate and not Dawn's. 

4. Inheritance Tax 
The client was informed that once the value of the estate exceeds the £325,000 threshold, inheritance tax may become payable under the Inheritance Tax Act 1984. Tax is usually 40% on any value exceeding the threshold. The client was informed that exemptions or allowances may apply depending on the circumstances, but more information is required. 
Based on the available values, the estate may not reach the inheritance tax threshold; however, more information and formal asset valuations would be required to confirm this. 
The client was advised that if the estate meets the threshold, inheritance tax is payable from the estate before distribution to any beneficiaries. 

PROPOSED ACTION BY FIRM
Confirm if Carys Knight wants to renounce probate
Prepare written advice to Ron Roland 
Confirm any lump sum entitlement from Dawn's pension
Receive documents regarding funeral expenses and the life insurance policy
Confirm the position on Inheritance tax following asset valuations. 

PROPOSED ACTION BY CLIENT
Provide receipts regarding funeral arrangements and the death certificates
Provide an updated balance of the deceased's bank accounts
Find out and confirm any pension entitlements 
Provide copies of documents relating to a life insurance policy provided by Life Co Limited.


Signed: Shannon Davies
Dated: 07/05/2026
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