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ASSESSMENT 

2	1500 word archival exercise (30%)

The methodology for this comprisal of archival exercise is social methodology. This is due to the fact that archive documents would be more modern in regard to Tenby, and therefore, the material would be comprised of local archives, which are mainly deaths, births etc. The manuscript documents in regard to the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381, and in regard to archives surrounding Tenby in Pembrokeshire, the archives will be comprised mainly of personal documents. The archives in regard to the peasants Revolt of 1831 would be comprised of documents on how the government dealt with the revolts, and would have less documents on personal and social details in regard to the revolts. 

The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381

Pleas held before Hugh la Zouche and his associates, justices of the lord king appointed to subdue, punish and chastise rebels and disturbers of the peace in the aforesaid county [Cambridgeshire] on Tuesday immediately before the feast of St Margaret the Virgin, in the fifth year of the reign of King Richard the Second [16 July 1381]

‘General oyer and terminer roll, commissions of 1381 to deal with the aftermath of the Peasants' Revolt, Cambridgeshire roll of indictments’, 1381. National Archives, Catalogue reference: JUST 1/103, m. 5

This primary source is a document which is available online at the National Archives. The original document is available, but the National archives have been trasnsciprted and translated the document for readers to understand what is included in the document. The document is from Cambridgeshire in 1381. It is a significant document as it tells us that the king had appointed men to quell the peasants’ revolt. 

Order to the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer allowing the collectors of the poll tax in Kent to account without having to produce a roll of names and other documentation, as these had been burned by the rebels during the Peasants' Revolt. This demonstrates a particular awareness on the part of the rebels of the importance of the records kept by central government in regulating and controlling their lives at the local level.
Catalogue reference: C 54/221, m. 28 (16 December 1381)

Destruction of tax records, 1381, Catalogue reference: C 54/221, m. 28, translated copy http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/citizen_subject/transcripts/destruction_lists.htm

This document is primarily from Kent in 1381. This document gave the right for tac collectors to continue collecting the poll tax, even though the documents that contained the names and other matters had been burned by the peasants who were involved in the peasants’ revolt. This is a significant document as it tells us that documents in 1381 had been kept locally and that there had been little to protect it. 


Extract from the findings of the commission of Oyer and Terminer[image: Glossary - opens new window] conducted at Havering and Chelmsford from 26 June to 2 July 1381. The commissioners, Robert Tresilian and William Morrers, had been appointed on 23 June to investigate all treasons, felonies, trespasses, extortions, oppressions, damages, grievances and excesses done to the king's people in Essex. In particular, this extract demonstrates both the opportunism of the rebels in seizing property and the unpopularity of large landowners like the Order of St John of Jerusalem, Catalogue reference: KB 9/166/2, no. 3 (1381), translation available at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/citizen_subject/transcripts/inquisition_rebels.htm

This manuscript document is from Essex in 1381. This document is part of the commission into the peasants’ revolt. This is an early document into the peasants’ revolt, as the peasants’ revolt had begun in Essex in 1381, and was led by the leader, Wat Tyler, and this commission was established in June, a month after the first revolts. This document is available online in the National Archive. The original document is available, along with both a transcript and translation. This is a significant document as it shows us that the local governments were quite quick in attempting to investigate and stop the peasants’ revolt.  


Certificate of manumission[image: Glossary - opens new window], dated 12 December 1387. This is, in fact, an 'inspeximus' and confirmation by Robert, Prior of St Swithun's Priory, Winchester, of an earlier manumission granted by William Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester, to Margaret, daughter of Walter Catewy and wife of Richard ate Water of Iver. Both males and females could be manumitted.
Catalogue reference: E 42/284 (12 December 1387)

This manuscript document is from Essex in 1381. This document is part of the commission into the peasants’ revolt. This is an early document into the peasants’ revolt, as the peasants’ revolt had begun in Essex in 1381, and was led by the leader, Wat Tyler, and this commission was established in June, a month after the first revolts. This document is available online in the National Archive. The original document is available, along with both a transcript and translation. This is a significant document as it shows us that the local governments were quite quick in attempting to investigate and stop the peasants’ revolt.  

The Death of Wat Tyler, ‘The Peasants' Revolt of 1381 was led by Wat Tyler, who, as this image portrays, was stabbed in the presence of Richard II at Smithfield by the Mayor of London, William Walworth, and later beheaded. Tyler had demanded a series of concessions beneficial to the lower orders of society, to which the king replied that he would grant all that was within his power. But, when challenged as a robber by a royal valet, Tyler drew his sword in the king's presence, prompting Walworth's attack. At Tyler's death the revolt collapsed and the leaders were executed,’ Reference: British Library Royal MS 18.E.i-ii f. 175 (date: 1385-1400), By permission of the British Library.

This Manuscript is an image that depicts the death of Wat Tyler. This manuscript is available at the British Library in London and is also available to view online. This is a significant document as it gives us an image of what Wat Tyler looked like, and how the Peasants’ Revolt was viewed in the 1380s. Although there is no specific date that this manuscript was competed, it is estimated to have been completed between 1385 to 1400. 


Tenby (Pembrokeshire) 

John Meyricke : bond, 1668. 
https://viewer.library.wales/1034624#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F1034624%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=-789%2C-153%2C2915%2C3056, MMS ID, 99113702402419, National Library of Wales. 

This document is available both online at the National Library of Wales, and is available to request to see it in its original manuscript form in the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth. It is a significant document as it is the bond of John Meyricke in 1668, who had a link to Tenby. 

Humphrey Summers : bond, 1660. MMS ID 99112893002419, National Library of Wales.

[bookmark: _Hlk30622251]This document which is from 1660, and includes Humphrey Summers bond who had links to Tenby., is available at the National Library of Wales, and is only available in its original manuscript form, and therefore, is only available by requesting to see it at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth. 

John Sherbourne : will, 1661. Fedora Alma, MMS ID 99113024102419, National Library of Wales.
This manuscript is a document which is the official Will of John Sherbourne from 1661, who had links to Tenby. This manuscript document is available at the National Library of Wales, and is only available in its original manuscript form, which means that it is only available by requesting to see it at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth.

‘Etchings of Tenby : including many ancient edifices which have been destroyed, and intended to illustrate the most striking peculiarities in early Flemish architecture, with a short account of that town, and of the prinicpal builisings in its neighbourhood’, Norris, Charles, 1779-1858, Church of St. Mary the Virgin (Tenby, Wales)Tombs & sepulchral monuments, Anglican churches, Castles & palaces, Abstract: Printed book giving the history of Tenby and the surrounding area with printed etchings and drawings pasted onto blank pages. Bound into the back of the volume are two later articles relating to Tenby : 'Mic Dinbych: the eulogy of Tenby' (2 copies) and 'Early inscribed stones of Wales', sold by John Booth, London, Usual copyright applies, Fedora Alma, MMS ID 99399483002419, National Library of Wales.

This manuscript is a document which is compiled of drawings of the early Flemish architecture of Tenby. This manuscript document is at the National Library of Wales, which is located in Aberystwyth. The compilation of drawings in its original manuscript form is very valuable and significant, and therefore, this means that the document is only available in its original manuscript form, which means that it is only available by requesting to see it at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth.

[bookmark: _GoBack]William Merchant : grant of Administration, 1781, https://viewer.library.wales/719322#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F719322%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=-260%2C0%2C3270%2C3428 , Fedora Alma, MMS ID 9967123402419m National Library of Wales

This manuscript is an original document from 1781, which is from William Merchant, who had links to Tenby, and the documents contained material which included the grant of Administration. Merchant had links to Tenby. This document is available both online at the National Library of Wales and is available to request to see it in its original manuscript form in the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth. 
In future directions for archival searches, I will attempt to broaden my search to other sources. For example, I will attempt to go and see the actual material in its true form, such as manuscripts which are not available online, and archive offices which would hold other material. Archives usually hold material for only a short period of time, therefore, I would need to attempt to find the material through other means, and I will follow this direction for future archival searches.
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