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1.1 Introduction

This chapter introduces the key aims and objectives to be explored along with providing clear context and background to allow an understanding of the research’s focus and purpose. Additionally, the structure of the research project will be explained. 
The research aims to analyse the public perception of the use of prisons for female offenders and explore whether prisons influence rehabilitative culture. The public’s perception is key to identifying their knowledge of the topic and what they believe the UK should be doing to ensure that female offenders are receiving quality support and rehabilitation while they are incarcerated, with importance towards cutting reoffending rates, ultimately reducing female crime rates. Throughout the research project, the term “offender” will be referred to females that are incarcerated. 
1.2 Background/Context 

	As stated in the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974, offenders that have not been reconvicted for any serious crimes or offences for periods of years will be offered rehabilitation to penalise previous convictions and to rectify the law of defamation, along with the purposes connected. 
[bookmark: _Hlk117326235]	There is an ongoing recognition of the importance of rehabilitation within prisons globally. To overcome the dwell of prisons, they should be seen in a positive manner due to their main purpose of rehabilitation. A range of programmes allowing offenders to understand physical and mental health, substance abuse, physical activity, counselling, and psychological support, aim to create a better life for them on release. These programmes also help as an introduction to education, vocational training courses, and work opportunities. Ultimately, the hope is that the offenders use these opportunities to their advantage, improving the chances of a successful reintegrate back into society, and leading a crime-free life (Penal Reform International and Thailand Institute of Justice, 2019). 
	However, there are barriers that offenders face that get in the way of successful rehabilitation. Many include institutional issues which will be widely discussed throughout the literature review, and others relating to the offenders’ circumstances. In short, the institutional barriers include funding and political will, with teaching being poor because of this. The prison environment itself can be a large barrier as experience while being incarcerated is crucial in terms of potential rehabilitation, such as living conditions, treatment by staff and other offenders, separation, loss of family, and loss of living almost. Of course, the offenders are in prison for a reason, each to their own however all have committed a crime. But we are all human and human rights still stand. It seems impossible for rehabilitation to be successful with all the barriers that stand between them (Penal Reform International and Thailand Institute of Justice, 2019).   
1.3 Aim and Objectives

1.3.1 Aim: 

	To explore the public perception of the use of prisons regarding rehabilitation for female offenders, whilst discerning whether prison is the best possible option for female offenders.

1.3.2 Objectives:

1. To critically analyse academic literature regarding rehabilitation strategies and the potential failings of the prison system
2. To investigate and select a suited research approach to collect public perception concerning the use of prisons, rehabilitation, strengths/weaknesses, and other potential outcomes for female offenders
3. To analyse findings from the public perception 
4. To discover any implications of the research, making further recommendations

1.4 Research Structure

	In order to achieve the four objectives, a split of five chapters will be relayed. 
	Chapter one will consist of the introduction, where the research project will be introduced. An overview of the key aim and objectives will be set out to successfully complete the research project. 
	Chapter two will consist of a literature review providing a better insight into the topics being researched. Along with current investigations into similar topics and results obtained. 
Chapter three includes a discussion of research methods and methodology, determining the most suitable research approach and procedure. 
Chapter four will analyse and present findings from the primary data collected using methods mentioned in chapter three.
Chapter four concludes the research project with implications identified and provides recommendations for future use. 

1.5 Conclusion

	Chapter one has introduced this research project and identified the key aim and objectives it entails. The next chapter will provide a literature review which will explore issues discussed in chapter one in more detail.



1 [bookmark: _Toc94620804]Chapter Two: Literature Review (2500)
[bookmark: _Toc94620805]Objective 1
[bookmark: _Toc94620806]Objective 2
[bookmark: _Toc94620807]Objective 3
2 [bookmark: _Toc94620808]Chapter Three: Research Methods (1500)
[bookmark: _Toc94620809]Subheading
[bookmark: _Toc94620810]Subheading
[bookmark: _Toc94620811]Subheading
3 [bookmark: _Toc94620812]Chapter Four: Findings (2000)
4 [bookmark: _Toc94620813]Chapter Five: Conclusion (800)


Bibliography 

Penal Reform International and Thailand Institute of Justice (2019) The rehabilitation and social reintegration of women prisoners: Implementation of the Bangkok Rules. Available at: https://cdn.penalreform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/PRI_Rehabilitation-of-women-prisoners_WEB.pdf (Accessed: 22nd October 2022).
Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974, c. 53. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/53 (Accessed: 22nd October 2022).



image1.png




image2.png




