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Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development 
The research paper I have chosen is: 'She didn't know how to go back': School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic-A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals by McDonald,Lester and Michelson, (2023).,It was published in the British Journal of Educational Psychology and looks at reasons why some primary school children struggled to go back to school after the COVID-19 pandemic. The research was carried out to find out why children suffer with school attendance problems and what would help them go back to school. It also considered the opinion of parents and professionals working in the field to find out how the issue can be tackled.
The study collected data from two different groups of people: parents of primary age children with attendance problems and those who work in education, such as head teachers, education psychologists, teachers, SENCOs and mental health practitioners. By listening to different perspectives, the researchers could make comparisons and find similarities in the different groups experiences of factors that affected attendance and the best support (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023).
The reason this is an important topic is that being at school is shown to be essential to children's educational, social and emotional development. Children who are absent often from school are at higher risk of poor educational and mental health outcomes, and overall life chances (Kearney and Graczyk, 2014). For many children, the ongoing stress and uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic made the transition back to school more challenging, especially those children with anxiety and special educational needs (SEN) (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023).
This study is extremely important to health and social care as it has been found that professionals such as teachers, social workers and educational psychologists often work in collaboration to assist children and young people with attendance issues. Knowing the reasons behind attendance difficulties can enable the right services to identify these sooner, engage in more effective communication with families and devise additional support strategies to improve children's education, mental health and general wellbeing (Gubbels, van der Put and Assink, 2019).
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