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Tintern Abbey
Tintern Abbey belonged to the Cistercian order. An order is a religious community following a specific set of rules.
Tintern Abbey was founded by Walter fitz Richard (Clare), lord of Chepstow in 1131. It was the first Cistercian foundation in Wales which indicates the Cistercians wanted to diversify their order into new regions. The monks who inhabited the abbey were from a daughter house of Citeaux, suggesting the Cistercians had planned to build an abbey here.
It is located by a river in the south-east corner of Wales near the border with England. This makes it a good location with many links via boat or road, while remaining secluded.
Tintern Abbey was founded in 1131. By 1139 it had founded its first daughter-house at Kingswood in Gloucester. This provides evidence that Tintern was very wealthy and successful in its first 10 years to the point that it had the resources to expand into other regions. William Marshal, patron of Tintern, vowed during a storm at sea that should he get to shore safely he would found a monastery wherever he landed and he was true to his word, founding Tintern Parva in Ireland in 1200, with many of the monks from Tintern moving there to maintain the 9000 acre monastery site. The patrons of Tintern were powerful enough to afford these decisions and must have been great benefactors for the abbey, ensuring its success.
Between 1169 and 1188, Tintern Abbey had a dispute with the Cistercians of Waverley, showing that there was rivalry within the Cistercian order between different houses, and rules may have been followed to differing extents.
In 1188 Tintern Abbey breached rules by accepting a grant of tithes from Woolaston and the chapel of Alvington in Gloucestershire, showing that they weren’t afraid to make their own changes to the rules to benefit them.
In 1189, William Marshal became patron of Tintern as well as lord of Chepstow. Many of William Marshal’s family were buried at Tintern. In 1220, his widow, Isabel de Clare, was buried at Tintern. Their sons Walter and Anselm were buried there in 1245. In 1248, William Marshal’s daughter, Matilda Marshal, was buried there. This shows it was a very important place to the Marshal family.
Between 1223 and 1224, patronage was passed onto William Marshal’s son, William the Younger. He was very generous to the abbey.
In 1245 patronage was passed onto the Bigod family. They were also generous benefactors of the monastery, with Roger Bigod IV giving the monks his manor of Acle, Norfolk. This proves that the monastery was expanding not only on donations from the public but from their generous patrons.
In 1282 Tintern Abbey was fines £112 for felling trees illegally in 200 acres of the royal forest at Woolaston. This once again shows that they broke rules, but to the extent that they were breaking laws too.
By 1291, the abbey had over 3000 acres of arable, over 3000 sheep and its possessions were estimated at £145, showing it had great wealth by this time. This is according to the Taxatio Ecclesiastica. This made it the fifth wealthiest religious house in Wales at the time. However, by 1340 Tintern was in debt to the sum of £174 to the Italian merchants of Lucca. By 1535 Tintern Abbey’s income had risen to £192, showing it had won favour once again. This is evidenced from the Valor Ecclesiasticus and it had become the wealthiest house in Wales. Despite facing difficult times, Tintern managed to turn their debts back into profit. Perhaps they were the wealthiest monastery due to their wealthy patrons, but this can only be speculated.
In 1536, Tintern was dissolved along with monasteries across the UK. This shows that even the wealthiest monasteries of the time could not survive the dissolution.

