


Principles of teaching and learning.
Compare and evaluate three theorists.
Introduction
In this essay I will compare the theories of Bruner, Piaget and Dewey. I will look at the similarities between the three theorists and how they view teaching and learning. Firstly I will look at each theorist and their theory and then compare and contrast them looking at the different approaches they may use. Also I will look at how we use them in school practice. 
First looking at the theory of Bruner who was a constructivist. Bruner (1961) proposes that learners’ construct their own knowledge and do this by organising and categorizing information using a coding system. The concept of discovery learning implies that students construct their own knowledge for themselves, this is known as the constructivist approach. (McLeod 2019). For Bruner he believed that education was impart Knowledge, but instead to facilitate a child’s thinking and problem solving skills which can be transferred to many different situations. In sharp contrast to the belief of Piaget. Bruner opposed Piaget’s notion of readiness, he argued that schools waste time trying to match the complexity of subject material to a child’s cognitive stage of development. This means that a child could be held back until the teacher believed that the child was ready. (McLeod 2019). Bruner believes that a child of any age can be taught effectively with the concept of a spiral curriculum. This involves children being taught in a simplified level and then revisited at more detail later on. The use of the spiral curriculum can aid the process of discovery learning. (Bruner, 1960). Although Bruner proposes stages of cognitive development, he doesn’t see them as different points of development like Piaget. Instead Bruner sees a gradual development of cognitive skills.
Looking at theorist Piaget (1936), who again was a constructivist believed in cognitive development also. He explains how a child constructs a mental model of the world. Piaget was the first psychologist to make a study of the cognitive development. His contributions include a stage theory of child cognitive development, detailed observational studies of cognition in children and a series of simple but ingenious tests to reveal different cognitive abilities. To Piaget, cognitive development was a progressive reorganization of mental progress as a result of biological maturation and environmental experience. Piaget emphasized the importance of schemas in cognitive development. A schema is like a script where they have stored the information and then they revisit it when they need to in any situation. (McLeod 2018). He believed that a new born baby has a small innate schema even though they have no experience of the world around them, for example, they learn to have a sucking reflex to be able to feed, therefore Piaget presumed that a baby had a ‘sucking schema’.  According to Piaget (1973) the basis of learning is discovery. Each child goes through the same stages of development in the same order and this is determined by biological maturity and interaction with the environment. (MCLeod, 2018).                                             
Which brings me on to my third theorist based on learning Dewey (1883-1952). Dewey remains the most influential philosopher and educationist of the 20th Century who gave new direction to educational thought and process. (Cohen,1969, p75). Dewey believed that the whole centre of education was the child. He believed that human beings learned through a ‘hands on’ approach. This put Dewey in the philosophy of pragmatism. According to Dewey education is connected to action meaning that children need to interact with their environment in order to adapt and learn (Ultanir, 2012, p207). Dewey in his work entitled ‘Experience and Education’, talks about two opposing ideas, the first is that education is an internal development based on a child’s natural talent. The opposing idea on the other hand argues that education is a process of external building, independent from talent or abilities. (Dewey 1938). Dewey like Piaget believed that a child would learn from the world around them, stating that interaction whether it be from talking to someone, reading a book or playing with toys, all of which are experiences of transactions taking place between an individual and what at the time consists of their environment will help create learning from performing. (Cohen, 1969, p77). An experience according to Dewey can be broadly conceived, what is important is that there is interaction with the person and/ or environment. Dewey argues ‘is whatever conditions interact with personal needs, desires, purposes and capacities to create the experience which is had’. (Rogers, 2002, p246).
When looking at these three theorists it is clear that they all support constructivist views associated with pedagogic approaches that promote learning by active performance and is supported by social infrastructures; learning which is developmentally appropriate, individually supported and actively directed by the learner. (Gredler, 2009). However individually they have their own theories but then can overlap with certain ideas. Bruner and Piaget agree that children are innately pre-adapted to learning, but Bruner disagrees with Piaget stating that social factors, particularly language were important to cognitive growth. (Ultanir, 2012). These underpin the concept of scaffolding. Bruner also says that children have a natural curiosity and that cognitive structures develop overtime. Like Dewey, Bruner sees children as active participants in the learning process and cognitive development entails the acquisition of symbols. However, Bruner disagrees with Piaget because he states that the development of language is a cause not a consequence of cognitive development and you can speed up the cognitive development and not wait until the child is ready. He also believes that the involvement of adults and more knowledgeable peers make a big difference. (McLeod, 2019). Piaget also ignores the importance of social relationships, whereas Bruner says that interaction within the environment is essential within the process of cognitive development. It should be remembered that children think differently from adults and there are major differences in the way children of different ages understand the world around them. Dewey believes that education should be the responsibility of the teacher to plan a positive and constructive environment for students so as to create positive educative experience for them. (Sikander, 2016). It is possible to see social constructivism as a bringing together of aspects of the work of Piaget and Bruner. (Wood, 1998).
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]When looking at all three theorists, they have all produced theories which influence a way a child may learn. In our school we too follow some of these theories. As Bruner refers to ‘scaffolding’ which is very much our pedagogy just like Rosenshine, we believe that the student fines the information and with a little guidance, scaffolding and support from the teachers the student is then able to present work at an appropriate level for them. Scaffolding involves helpful, structured interaction between an adult and a child with the aim of helping the student achieve a specific goal. (McLeod, 2019). We also find like Bruner that students need cognitive support to help them learn and solve problems also teaching student small chucks of information and then revisiting at a later date, works for a majority of students. Like Dewey we encourage our students to learn by doing an activity. Creative activities and other forms of making and doing are still seen as a student working independently but also having basic physical movement. (Cohen, 1969). We find that students are also have enough physical movement by moving around to different lesson every hour, it gives them a break between subjects. Our school is very much sighted to introducing the child to various situations to learn including visual, environmental and academic all pupils regardless of authenticity, disability and social background are included. We are very much an inclusive school. As a school we use these theories on a daily basis. 
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