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Critical response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Welsh Language has been a part of Welsh culture for many years; the Welsh language has been said to been around for up to 4,000 years (Davies, 1999).  Although over the last 10 years the language has decreased in the number of speakers by 2% (Welsh Government 2014).  These findings are proven by the 2011 census of Wales where herby it states that ‘19% of people in Wales speak Welsh’ (White, 2019) this has significantly lowered over the years.  In addition, currently the Welsh Government has a target to reach 1 million Welsh Speakers by 2050.  (Cymraeg, 2019) The main purpose of the article is how promote and teach a second language; while looking closely at the article the writer will show knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of a second language in a first language sector.  Within the articles case it is English in a Filipino medium school but the writer is looking at it from the aspect of Welsh in an English medium school.

The article is about teaching English as a second language (ESL) and English as a foreign language (EFL) (Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M2011).  Furthermore, the article goes on to discuss the use of teaching English to Filipino children and the challenges and benefits that come with that responsibility.  In addition to this the writer of the article discussed many different aspects of how a variety of different teaching methods can improve the language being learnt/taught (Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M. (2011).  The author looks at two approaches to this way of teaching these are the Psycholinguistic Approach (PA) and the Sociolinguistic Approach (SA).  
     The first method is that of the PA which Maftoon (2012) suggests that ‘The PA views learning as a cognitive individual process happening within the individual and then moves to the social dimension when some learning has been processed’.  This point suggested can be in relation to the teaching of Welsh in English medium schools as children need to have the learned the cognitive skills to be able to learn a language. For example, the children do not simply learn words they need to put the words into a sentence and relate to real life scenarios in order to remember a language.  (Taeschner, 1991) One the other hand psycholinguistic studies show a very different point of the view for bilingual's students learning experiences, this is discussed later on. 
Secondly the other method used within the article is SA which has a main focus on learning a language through social aspects, settings and environments.  Hornberger and (2010) propose that SA ‘Is the effort to understand the way that social dynamics are affected by individual and/or group language use’.  The SA is a favourable way of learning a language as long as children have the support of the teachers, parents and other people in their life to help support and encourage them.  Children need to practice and have the confidence to speak the language being learnt they do also need to be full immersed in that language.  Similar to learning Welsh, research has shown if children have the network of support from family then they will learn the language more efficiently (Lewis, Royles and McLeod, 2017).   If Wales were to adopt these methods of teaching then changes would have to be made to the curriculum for it to work.  As of 2022 when the new curriculum will be in all schools in Wales this idea of having more Welsh speakers should link well.  The curriculum is ‘Successful Futures’ founded by Professor Graham Donaldson.  The Welsh Assembly Government, (WAG, 2017) has stated that ‘by 2050 Wales will have a million Welsh Speakers’.  However Welsh Government (2014) discuss that generally schools are doing well with incorporating the language into the curriculum.  Furthermore, evidence is found in the Foundation Phase (FP), children performing well in the Welsh Language than that of Key Stage 2 (KS2).  In addition to support this finding Estyn (2013) have reported that 
“In schools and settings where English is the main medium of communication, children’s Welsh language skills should be progressively developed throughout the Foundation Phase by implementing the Welsh Language Development Area of Learning” 
On the other hand, in 2017 Estyn found that the majority of school's staff do not devote enough time to teaching Welsh in the Primary School.  Which leads us to believe more needs to be done to improve the Welsh Language being taught in schools.
The article found that bilingual learners have a better knowledge of learning skills as they are able to identify the two languages it is also the adaptability of a person to code switch between languages to improve their daily life.  Bilingual students have a better understanding on how to control their skills learnt than the monolinguals students.  The article has noted that pupils perform well when they have one or more language as they can switch between both, although the article does not say what year group the children are, in Wales the Foundation Phase children are able to pick up on learning the Welsh Language quicker as they are immersed in the language the minute they walk through the schools gates.
Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M (2011) focuses on how bilinguals tend to perform better compared to their monolingual counterparts in various learning tasks, including non-verbal problem-solving tasks.  Bilingual learners can switch between the language half-way through activities this is supported by Blot, Zarate, and Paulus (2003) as they found that bilingual students benefit from switching from one language code to the other when performing high levels of cognitive tasks, such as brainstorming. Blot, Zarate and Paulus also as found that 
‘Switching languages allows the bilingual learner to access a wider range of knowledge representations available through the two linguistic codes, compared to when they are using only one of the linguistic codes’.
Although research has found that learning English is more common than any other language as it is spoken in more countries.  It provides more opportunities for careers and a better way of life for some third world countries, as English is seen as a way out of Poverty.  
Looking at the article in relation to Wales there is research shown by Weaver, (2013) that 
‘Research has shown that bilingual or multilingual children tend to learn additional new languages more easily than monolingual children, and there is no evidence that bilingualism hinders any aspect of learning’
In Wales, bilingual children can access the Welsh medium schools.  Many children that go to the Welsh speaking school now come from homes were one parent or both parents speak English, normally the family will speak English at home. (Statswales, 2019) One the other hand some parents have found that their children often get confused with switching between two languages as normally English is the more dominant language. (Owen, 2019)  According to the research carried out by Carmarthen County Council broadcaster Ifor ap. Glyn discusses (2016) ‘Carmarthenshire has the highest number of Welsh speakers in any of the counties in Wales, and therefore in the world’.  Every child in Carmarthenshire can become bilingual by taking advantage of Welsh medium education in the County. (Carmarthenshire, 2019)
Looking at the article it discusses the challenges and benefits of teaching a second language in schools.  The article suggests that children while at school tend to perform better in their native language, as they are more frequent to hearing the language.  (Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M. 2011) Although the children are learning English in the article it has a particular focus on Mathematics problem solving and comprehension of the question.  The research they found was that the children perform better in the lesson if the lesson was taught to them in English this called Communicative Language teaching (CLT).  CLT is when the teaching is done in the language being taught the children will find it easier to recall from memory in that language. (Richards, 2012) In Wales if we as country were to adopt this way of teaching in Welsh, then the children would better understand the language according to the research in the article as along as the teacher is modelling the language correctly.  The article discusses that the students talk about ‘teachers being good models of the use of English’. (Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M. 2011)  
Readings show that communicative teaching approach is an effective way of teaching as shown in the article where the children were taught in the language and found it easier to recall in that language, looking at the schools in Wales.  If children were taught in the Welsh Language then they would recall in the language as that is what they were taught in.  To conclude communicative language teaching; children learn a language better if they are able; to communicate with other people, if the language is substance and meaning to it and if they are able to make mistakes and learn from them.  Richards and Rodgers (2001) believe that ‘learning is a process of creative construction and involves trial and error’.  Kaftan (2018) support the notion of learning language and making mistake as it is not only important to make mistakes it is seen as a good sign to make progress in that language.  Looking at Welsh which is seen to be a difficult language to learn (Flintshire County Council, 2019) this philosophy would help children in their confidence if they feel safe to have go and make mistakes.  Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M from the article mentioned that (2011) ‘students mention that their family positively influenced their learning in English’ also mentioned that the students where are able to switch between the two languages when at home.  Outside of school student use more Filipino than the English as the wider community speak more Filipino, noting that only home and school have an impact on the students learning English. (Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M from the article mentioned that 2011) Looking at the Welsh Language as a country there need to more emphasis on Welsh in the wider community to help encourage students and society to engage in the Welsh Language.  (Welsh Government, 2015) In the writer's opinion if there is more Welsh spoken in the community and more resources for people to engage then future generation will have the confidence to have a go and learn the language.  

Looking at the Welsh Language in schools, teachers need to ensure that they model the language correctly for the students to follow. (Singh and Richards, 2006) The challenge to modelling a language is if the teacher is not competent in delivering the language then students will be taught wrong pronunciation therefore leading to confusion which will lead to the students having a lack of confidence to try and learn. (Mansori, 2017)  
     The benefit of Welsh being taught in schools is the prospect of children becoming bilingual, research has shown that children who have learnt more than language when they are younger have increase in their cognitive development. (Nordangliaeducation, 2019)   Students with more than one language learnt have a better understanding of creative thinking, problem soloing and also being able to see patterns therefore making connections with other areas of learning. (Greene, 1998)
However, the challenges of teaching the whole lesson in Welsh is in Wales there is not enough Welsh speakers to teach in all schools and not all teachers feel confident in their ability. (Wightwick, 2019) From the writers point view during Placement they found it harder to engage in the Welsh Language in KS2 than in FP as their ability was aided at the lower ages, with that lack of confidence to speak there was not enough Welsh used.  However, the teacher was not a Welsh speaker and engaged in very little Welsh, as it is seen to be harder to put into lessons as the level of Welsh increased.  The Welsh Government has put a considerable amount of money and effort in the order to improve the Welsh Language through schools. (Eluned Morgan, 2019)
The National Education Union has been reported that ‘significant development’ is needed to support Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT’s) in learning Welsh as there is currently only 34% of registered teachers in Wales that classify themselves as Welsh Speakers.  (Welsh Government, 2014) Welsh language training for teachers and teaching assistants is now being planned to ensure they can deliver the changes coming in from 2022 these people can also take advantage of the Welsh sabbatical course which is funded by the school. (Welsh Government, 2018)    

Taking everything into consideration article shows a good effective way of teaching English as another language and it is incorporated well into the school setting.  If it was in cooperated into Wales there would have to alterations to tailor the needs of the Welsh Education System.  Although in reference to the previous point the new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ has made room for improvement with the Welsh Language as it is incorporated to an area of learning with in the document.  There will have to be compelling evidence to show more funding and training being put into place to support the Welsh Government target of a ‘million Welsh speakers by 2050’. (Welsh Government, 2017) If the target is met or there is significant increase in the number of Welsh speakers it could be an incredible transformation for Wales in the future. 
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