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It is such a sort of law that is found in the body of unwritten laws based on legal precedents established by the courts. Civil law indulges in governing ordinary issues, like private issues as well as separating them from other crucial laws including criminal, and political issues, and so on (Bussani et al., 2022). These two laws will be discussed in this report along with their contrast. Then, the history of common, in general, and its practices, in general, will also be discussed. 
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Common law is developed by judges via their decisions in the court or it can be judge-made law. That is why common law is also called case law or precedent. It is different from a statute as statutes are passed and adopted via the legislative procedure or by the legislative branch (Stockmayer, 2014). Ultimately, it can be said that common law is a body that is a product of all previous decisions made over some time in a country. 
This common law with the motto that, justice is meant to be attained via the course of events, not by putting legislation or rule into effect. The law aims at treating similar situations similarly to avoid unfairness and is modified from time to time to incorporate changes. According to Holmes et al. (2020), common law is judge-declared law that exists and applies to a group based on customers and legal precedents developed over a hundred years in Britain and that is why it is the basis of the modern jury system. 
For example, bad decisions are given when the judge has muddled the password and the wrong door opens. But we do not believe in fairy tales anymore. So, people must accept the fact that for better or worse judges do make laws, and tackle the question of how they approach their task and how should they approach it (B. Cardozo, 1972). Then, confidentiality is another example of common law where no statute exists. Like, employees have a duty of confidentiality to their employers which extends beyond the end of employment. 
The importance of common law: Some branches of common law are almost entirely the product of judges’ decisions. The British constitution has no written charter of rights or bill of rights. The courts have traditionally defended the rights of the individual against state encroachment where convention rights are envisaged that are considered as the human rights act (Nyazee, 2022). If the judgment is challenged in the court of appeal and set aside, then the Court of Appeal’s new ruling becomes the common law on this issue. When considering a case is brought to the court, a judge would consider the exact wording of the law. Then, if matters are unclear or ill-defined, the judge’s decision in their written judgment becomes common law.
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In this case, it is required to compensate the individual or entity that has been wronged rather than punishing another who indulges in doing wrong. This civil law deals with interactions between individuals and for this, it considers property, contracts, divorces, negligence, and so many relative issues (Farhana, 2016). Alternatively said, it is an inquisitorial system that is found in a codified set of laws and requires judicial precedents that are not binding. In this case, statutes and other subsidiary legislations are the main sources where the judge’s role is to establish the facts of the case and apply the applicable code’s provisions. 
For example, family law is the best example of civil law that envisages different topics including marriage, divorce, adoption, de facto relationships, and so on. Then, tort law also envisages negligence, trespass, nuisance, and defamation. 
Besides, if an individual has experienced a loss because someone else has either broken a legally binding promise or is behaving unreasonably towards the individual it would be a civil case (Wilson et al., 2018). In this case, such individuals would normally sue them that can help sue them in the Small Claims Court Division of the country court. If it is quite serious and likely to involve a lot of money in damages, one would sue them in the full Country Court.
Importance of civil law: Civil law’s significance cannot be described in a word that helps cover a broad area of types of conduct that the law has identified as wrong. These wrongs are referred to as civil wrongs. That means civil law is always concerned with the rights and responsibilities of individuals in their dealings with each other. It is also called the way of compensating the harm and the damages and for this harm, money is awarded to a plaintiff for harm, loss, or injury (Bussani et al., 2022). By using this civil law, four major fields can be envisaged, like contracts, property, and family relations, and civil wrongs like torts. 
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	Fields
	Civil law
	Common law

	The basic law-making fact
	In this case, the codification of regulations is quite significant. 
	This law is dependent on the decision of judges. 

	The basic source of law
	The source of law is the legislative enactments. Judicial precedents are not binding in this case
	Both legal precedents and legislation are the basic source of common law (Nyazee, 2022). But judicial precedents are binding in this field. 

	The entity that creates the law
	This law is created by a particular legislative body (Schmiegelow, 2014). In this case, the judge’s role is to establish the facts of the case and to apply the provisions of the applicable code.  
	Both legislative bodies and judges can create the common law (Potter, 2015). Judges make rulings, set precedents, and moderate between the conflicting parties.

	Division of law
	Civil law is divided into private and public law. 
	Its division includes common law and equity. 

	Origin of law
	From Roman law, civil law was originated (Waddington, 2019). 
	Ius commune is the origin of law. 

	Legislative system
	In this civil law, an inquisitorial system is always followed. 
	An adversarial system is followed in this field.

	Role of lawyer 
	The role of a lawyer is less central as compared to common law. 
	The role of the lawyer often acts as the referee as the lawyers argue their aspects. 





[bookmark: _Toc128868525]History of the common law
Common law originated in England, commencing in the 11th century, and was eventually adopted by members of the British Commonwealth. The initial development of English common law was intended to safeguard private property rights and restrict the state’s capacity to confiscate resources (Potter, 2015). The law works with the motto that justice is meant to be attained via the course of events, not by putting legislation or rule into effect. 
William the Conqueror focused on strengthening the royal courts established by his Anglo-Saxon predecessors. King Henry, I dispatched judges to travel throughout the kingdom, taking jurisdiction in cases formerly under the province of feudal and local courts. The judges settled disputes based on the customs of the people and the well-established principles of feudal society. Out of the decisions of these courts grew a law common to the entire kingdom, hence the term common (Postema, 2019). In the 17th to 18th centuries, common law makes its way to North America for the first time and in the 19th and early 20th centuries, feminists face challenges in pursuing favorable rulings due to common laws. In the 1970s, common law in England held that fathers gain custody of children in divorce as part of the common law in history. 
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Common Law Marriage
The concept of common law marriage is one of the most common examples of common law in practice. Under this law, two people need to agree that they are married and want to live together and represent themselves as husband and wife (Holmes et al., 2020). Under the common law, a non-ceremonial relationship is needed that requires a positive mutual agreement, permanent, and exclusive of all others to enter into a marriage relationship cohabitation sufficient to warrant a fulfillment of necessary relationship of two individuals and an assumption of marital duties and obligations. 
Case law
It is the action or controversy itself, the term is also commonly used to refer to federal and state appellate-level opinions or decisions, and written explanations of ruling on controversies between parties (Bussani et al., 2022). According to Hedley Byrne and Co Limited v Heller and Partners Limited (1963), based on ratio decidendi, the arguments of Denning LJ in the cases Candler v Crane Christmas and Co were followed when the House of Lord was prepared to extend the duty of care in the Hedley Byrne Cases. 
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This report explored several aspects of legislation in general. In this case, it considered the basic concepts of common law and civil law. These two sorts of laws have been described significantly. After discussing them, these have been contrasted for upholding the ultimate aspects of the law as it considers proper examples at the end of the day. In the end, the history of common law has been described and proper examples of common practices have been upheld. 
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