1. The people of Wales wholeheartedly supported the war effort during 1914-1918. Discuss this statement with due reference to the contrasting views put forward by historians.

The people of Wales supported the war effort during 1914-1918, mainly due to the fact that it was asked of them to support their king and country in its hour of need. But the statement of saying that Wales ‘wholeheartedly’ supported the war effort could be argued on both sides. Although many believed that Wales would oppose the war, there was mainly opposition from the ‘religious and socialist grounds’[footnoteRef:1], but saying only a small number was opposed to Wales being involved in the war. But there was some grumbling when on the 1st of August 1914, the South Wales Miners’ Federation agreed to the Admiralty’s demand for an ‘extra hour’s work from those miners who supplied coal to the navy’[footnoteRef:2]. The Labour part had condemned the act of including Britain in the war, it announced its willingness on the 29th of August 1914 to take part in the recruitment campaign. C. B. Stanton, a ‘eloquent speaker’ was the one to go to the coalfields to recruit men for the war. By the end of 1914, he had managed to recruit forty thousand of the coal miners from South Wales for the armed forces[footnoteRef:3].	 [1:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, Revised Edition edn (London: Penguin Books, 2007), p. 495.]  [2:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 495.]  [3:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 495.] 

	Propaganda was everywhere in order to recruit more men for the war. David Lloyd George was Prime Minister, and the welsh were willing to do their bit for the war. ‘The Welsh Outlook’[footnoteRef:4], a newspaper, would remind the welsh readers that ‘love of war was not the only German tradition’[footnoteRef:5]. The people in charge of the welsh propaganda were eager ‘to emphasise the evil elements in German culture’[footnoteRef:6]. Many believed that if the ‘tyrannical spirit’[footnoteRef:7] of Germany was conquered and destroyed, the world would be a secure and peaceful world again. H.G. Wells declared in August 1914, ‘this was the war to end war’. This resulted in ministers of chapels and churches willing to bless the soldiers before they went to war. One example can be seen with John Williams of Brynsiencyn[footnoteRef:8], the leading Calvanistic Methodist preacher, the most prominent amongst them at the time, ‘went so far as to conduct a service dressed in military uniform’[footnoteRef:9].  [4:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 495.]  [5:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 496.]  [6:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 496.]  [7:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 496.]  [8:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 496.]  [9:  Davies, John, The History of Wales, p. 496.] 

The war effort on the home front was a matter of hard work and long hours, due to the fact that many items became essential to the war effort, and one of these items was the highly essential coal. Therefore, the coal miners of Wales became an essential franchise for the war effort, due to it being needed to power the trains and ships that were used in the war. Many miners were stopped from signing up and were told that they were needed in the coal mines instead, same was said of the ironworkers – their work became essential. It was during the industrial revolution in the 1700s, when villages were springing up everywhere in South Wales, due to the wealthy businessmen finding coal or iron. It was the coal mining and the ironworks that meant that Merthyr Tydfil became the biggest mining town in Wales. But although the towns became prosperous for work and opportunity for the men, the conditions in the places which they had to work and live in were atrocious. Their living conditions were most probably worse than their working conditions. They had to live in tiny houses, usually two-up-two-down, crammed to the brim with family members, and in some cases two or more families had to share one tiny house due to the cost of living, and also the low income that the ironworks and coal mining paid to their workers. The wives and mother tried to make the houses more comfortable and respectable, but in most cases, the damp caused more problems than they were able to fix. Conditions in the home and the workplace continued to worsen over time, until it came to a point where changes had to be implemented. Welsh workers wanted to protest against the dreadful conditions that they had to endure, day in and day out. Merthyr Tydfil held a population of around 22,000[footnoteRef:10] people whereas twenty-five years before it only had 7,000[footnoteRef:11] people as its population.  [10:  Deary, Terry, Horrible Histories: Wales (London: Scholastic Books, 2008), p. 138.]  [11:  Horrible Histories: Wales (2008), p. 138.] 

In 1914, welsh miners were one of the very few groups who could say that their lives were changing for the better. Due to the outbreak of war had brought the control of the mines under the government, which also came with a very substantial increase of wages and improved safety conditions due to the desperate need of coal for the war effort. But, nevertheless, ‘one in five miners volunteered to "do their bit"’[footnoteRef:12]. So many miners were signing up that the government was forced to barred them from signing up for the war, in order to ‘safeguard badly-needed coal supplies’[footnoteRef:13].  [12:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ]  [13:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ] 

	But this again was to change for them. When the Western Front of the war was unable to move forward, the miners’ skills were required to, as Neil Prior writes, ‘lay enormous landmines beneath the static lines of trenches’[footnoteRef:14]. Gerry Oram’s grandfather was one of the miners who headed to France to build these tunnels and landmines. Gerry Oram said, ‘"Like many colliers, my grandfather was about five feet square and therefore didn't meet the army's minimum height restrictions for regular units"’[footnoteRef:15], ‘"So he was put into a Bantam battalion which utilised these men's experience with heavy labour and excavating."’[footnoteRef:16] Gerry Oram explained: "They weren't only in demand for their mining skills, but because they were used to hard work and poor conditions, and already possessed the sort of military discipline which comes from their very lives depending on each man doing his job properly.”[footnoteRef:17] "This caused conflict within the War Office, with arguments over whether the miners were better used helping to keep Britain in the war by producing coal, or helping push for victory by tunnelling on the Western Front”.[footnoteRef:18]  [14:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ]  [15:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ]  [16:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ]  [17:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ]  [18:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ] 

The western front was so desperate for the miners who were able to dig these tunnels and landmines that the age restrictions that were set in place were waived, and this meant that men up to the age of 60 were able to go to France to do their bit for the war effort. This event in itself refers back to the question about whether the people of Wales supported the war effort wholeheartedly, and in this case, it could be said that they did. The men were so eager to do their bit in the ‘great war’ that they would do anything that would help the war effort. 
Welsh miners were one of the most prominent amongst the men who had volunteered to undertake this difficult and dangerous task of digging the tunnels and landmines. Field Marshal Haig, commander of British forces of the Western Front wrote at the end of 1916, "The Tunnelling Companies still maintain their superiority over the enemy underground, thus safeguarding their comrades in the trenches. Their skill, enterprise and courage have been remarkable"[footnoteRef:19]. it is estimated that over 4,500 miners from the South Wales region had served as tunnellers on the western front, and over 200 of those were killed in action whilst undertaking this task. This again, shows us that, certainly those miners were prepared to wholeheartedly support the war effort and, in their bid, to do their bit for their king and country, they lost their lives.  [19:  Prior, Neil, Welsh miners' key World War One role laying landmines (2014) ] 

But that is not to say that women did not do their bit for the war., they were as eager as the men, but due to their rights, were not able to support the war effort as they would like. The lives of women in Wales changed drastically over the war period. During the war, they were allowed to go and work in the factories, doing their own bit for the war effort, and this gave them more independence, and in some ways, made them feel equal to their male-counterparts. Women were finding work in the munitions factories that would supply the men on the war front with bullets and shells. One of the largest munitions factories and also weapons stores was at Pembrey[footnoteRef:20], in West Wales. It was also in Pembrey where dynamite and TNT were produced from 1916 onwards, and the women that were employed on the shop floor were working alongside men. Sadly, in July 1917, an explosion at Pembrey left four men dead and also two women. Although there were funerals for all of the victims, it was the funerals of the two women, Mildred Owens who was 18, and Mary Watson who was 19, that drew the most mourners, including their fellow workers, ‘some of whom wore their overalls to the service’[footnoteRef:21]. [20:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].]  [21:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].] 

During the first world war, the treatment of young women in many parts of Wales by the authorities was unsettling and, in most cases, uncalled for. It was the fear of what was dubbed at the time ‘khaki fever’, where they believed that the young women of Wales and other parts of Britain, would become ‘supposedly[footnoteRef:22]’ overwhelmed by the attraction of the men in military uniform. The fear of ‘khaki fever’ increased so much that the women of Wales were policed under the Defence of the Realm Act, and it was under this act that if a person were caught committing ‘indecent acts’, then they were arrested. It became so extreme that women in Cardiff were issued a curfew. It was happening all over Wales. In Swansea, a councillor called it a town of ‘hotbed of immorality’[footnoteRef:23]. The citizens themselves became so concerned for the welfare of the young welsh women that they were setting up their own schemes to help them. In Swansea, the Swansea Women’s Citizens Union subsequently launched a ‘Purity Crusade’ to ‘stem the tide of immorality sweeping over the town’[footnoteRef:24]. [22:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) <https://ahrc.ukri.org/research/fundedthemesandprogrammes/worldwaroneanditslegacy/world-war-one-at-home/ww1inwales/pulpitsmutinieskhakifever/> [accessed 31 January 2019].]  [23:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].]  [24:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].] 

But after the war had subsided, the women were forced to go back to their roles as wife and mother. Lester Mason, a modern history lecturer at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, states in the article ‘Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever'’[footnoteRef:25], he writes that according to Gerry Oram, ‘The war made Welsh industry very disjointed. The coalfields took on an importance that they didn’t warrant. Many industries that were given over to war work subsequently declined. And in agriculture too, which had traditionally employed many women, employment rates dwindled. This all led to a huge migration of young women, especially, away from Wales. It fits with one of our key narratives of the First World War: that Wales suffered disproportionately, compared to the rest of Britain’[footnoteRef:26]. Gerry Oram is a modern historian and the Director of the War and Society programmes at Swansea University, who also specialises in the impact of war on societies and culture. He has acted as an advisor to the BBC for the World War One at Home project. [25:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].]  [26:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].
] 

According to Lester Mason, ‘there has been a perception that the Welsh were less keen to go to war than people elsewhere in Britain. Recruitment figures for Wales are on a par with those for England and Scotland. But there is some anecdotal evidence of farming communities being reluctant to give up their labour. And then there’s the Welsh tradition of Non-conformism: the perception has been one of a more distinct pacifism in Wales.’ We must remember that it was another time in history, and perhaps there was enthusiasm for the war effort, but in order to answer the statement on whether the people of Wales had supported the war effort ‘wholeheartedly’ is a subject that really needs to be historically researched further as there are other factors that could contribute to this, such as gender, the attitudes of the people of the country and the towns, and perhaps the different classes in society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	But one aspect that could have dampened Wales’ wholehearted support in regard to the war effort was the fact that the war propaganda was asking the soldiers to fight for ‘England’s glory[footnoteRef:27]’, or ‘fighting in England’s war[footnoteRef:28]’. Even after the war, some of the war memorials in Wales had that written on them.  According Lester Mason, one of these war memorials with that inscription is the Cenotaph at Pembroke, which carries the inscription, ‘Forget us not o land for which we fell. May it go well for England, still go well’[footnoteRef:29]. Although Wales suffered greatly during the war, many things changed for Wales during it also. The people of Wales began thinking themselves as being both Welsh but also fighting England’s war. According to Lester Mason, he believes that it was the ‘sense of belonging in the British Empire – even as the war brought about the beginning of the end of that Empire – that enabled them to do that’[footnoteRef:30]. [27:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) ]  [28:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].]  [29:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].]  [30:  Mason, Lester, Pulpits, mutinies and 'khaki fever': World War One in Wales (2018) [accessed 31 January 2019].] 

	Therefore, in conclusion, I believe that the people of Wales supported the war effort during 1914-1918, but I don’t believe that they wholeheartedly supported, not throughout the entirety of it. From the history of the subject, you can see that although the people of Wales were eager to participate during the war, ‘doing their bit’, I don’t believe that they went in, wholeheartedly, into the war with only the thought of king and country to spur them on. Personally, I believe that many people supported the war in order to, not only do their bit for the war, but to also perhaps, earn a better living, by either signing up for the western front, or by working in the mines for the production of coal. But, after the war was over, many of the people, mostly the men, put away their uniform and carried on with their lives. They wanted to forget about the war and the events that transpired. Therefore, after looking at the facts and the figures during the first world war, I do not agree with the statement that the people of Wales wholeheartedly supported the war effort during 1914-1918. 
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