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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section). 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 introduced new obligations for professionals involved in safeguarding adults in Wales. Under Part 7 of the Act, an “adult at risk” is defined as someone who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect, has care and support needs, and is unable to safeguard themselves (SSWBA, 2014). Prior to the Act, the safeguarding of adults was governed by the National Assistance Act 1948, which focused on providing services for individuals in need (HM Government, 2019). Unlike the National Assistance Act 1948, the SSWBA 2014 does not grant Local Authorities explicit powers to remove individuals to a place of safety. Instead, it adopts a less restrictive, rights-based approach that prioritizes a person-centred framework. Similar to children, adults in the UK are also protected under the Human Rights Act 1998. Article 8 of this Act safeguards an individual’s right to independence and highlights the importance of enabling them to make decisions concerning their private and family life.

The Mental Health Act 1983 and the Mental Capacity Act 2005 provides guidance for adult social workers in safeguarding vulnerable people. In specific circumstances, Local Authorities can make lifestyle decisions on behalf of individuals who are assessed as lacking capacity. Such decisions must always be made following the principle of using the least restrictive option (Brammer, 2010). The Mental Capacity Act 2005 permits the use of restriction or restraint in supporting a person, provided it is in their best interests. The Deprivation of Liberty also offers a legal protection for vulnerable individuals who cannot consent to their care or treatment arrangements, particularly when it results in depriving the individual of their liberty (Carr and Goosey, 2019).

The National Independent Safeguarding Boards was established under the SSWBA 2014 to enhance the safeguarding framework throughout Wales. These boards play a vital role in ensuring the protection of children and adults at risk is consistent and effective on a national scale. The SSWBA 2014 defines abuse to include physical, sexual, psychological, emotional, or financial harm, emphasizing that abuse can occur in a variety of settings, such as private homes, institutions, or other locations. When working with vulnerable individuals it is essential to understand these definitions to effectively safeguard adults at risk. If concerns arise, any member of the community can report to the Local Authority by completing the adult safeguarding report form, which is located on the Safeguarding Board’s website.

In the Local Authority where I work when a referral is made, it is initially screened by the Single Point of Access team (SPOA), which records the information in an online system before forwarding it to the Adult Safeguarding Team. The safeguarding manager then reviews the referral and allocates it to a social worker within the team. In accordance with Part 7, Section 126 of the SSWBA 2014, the Local Authority has a duty to investigate any allegations of abuse, with these enquiries required to be completed within seven days. Following the enquiries, a strategy meeting may be held with all professionals involved in the individual's care to discuss the desired outcome with a primary focus being on what is most important to the individual.


Word count: 527






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The legislative frameworks for safeguarding adults and children differ significantly in their approach to consent and capacity. A key difference is that children cannot actively choose to place themselves in situations of serious harm. When a child is deemed to be at risk of significant harm, the Local Authority will intervene to ensure the child's safety, even if this goes against the child’s wishes. In contrast, adults have the right to refuse care and support, and the Local Authority can only intervene if it is determined that the individual lacks capacity to make critical decisions about their life. If a professional suspects an adult may lack capacity, a Mental Capacity Assessment can be carried out under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. According to the Act, a person is considered to lack capacity if they are unable to understand the information relevant to the decision, retain that information, or weigh it up to make a decision. However, it should always be assumed that every individual has capacity unless proven otherwise (NHS, 2024).

In some circumstances a young person may possess the capacity to make decisions regarding their own life. The Gillick Competency and Fraser Guidelines offer a framework for practitioners to consider a young person's wishes and feelings while also ensuring their protection from potential harm before they reach adulthood (NSPCC, 2022). According to Cave (2014), a child's ability to provide consent is influenced by their maturity, understanding, and the specific nature of the decision at hand. They must be capable of reasonably weighing the benefits and drawbacks of the proposed treatment. Assessing a young person’s maturity and understanding is essential when involving them in significant life decisions (Olarinde and Bamidele, 2016). Professionals should encourage young people to discuss their choices with their parents or carers. If the child is hesitant to do so, it is vital to explore their reasons and, when appropriate, provide support in communicating with their parents or carers. If the young person still decides to proceed without parental awareness or consent, practitioners should implement the Gillick and Fraser guidelines (NSPCC, 2022).

The introduction of the SSWBA 2014 has made the approach to safeguarding adults more similar to the safeguarding processes for children. Vulnerable adults are now referred to as "adults at risk," and there is a duty for everyone to report concerns if they believe an adult may be at risk. In my social work practice, I adopt a holistic approach, collaborating with children and their families. When it comes to working with adults, I am well informed about the appropriate actions to take if I suspect an adult may be at risk.

Word count: 437
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