The significance of the Synagogue in Jewish traditions and worship.

‘Throughout its history, the members of Shearith Israel have observed Thanksgiving by reciting in synagogue the same psalms of praise and gratitude sung by Jews all over the world on festive days like Hanukkah’     
								(Soloveick, no date).

This essay will explore the meaning and significance of the Synagogue within Jewish history and tradition, it will also explore the important role the synagogue plays in Jewish life.  The Synagogue will be examined within different Jewish denominations and how they differ in both their roles in worship teachings and tradition.
The word Synagogue comes from the Greek word which means, a building or meeting place for worship and religious instruction within the Jewish faith, the Hebrew term is Bet Kneset which literally means house of ‘assembly’.  Many Jews still call it by its Yiddish name which is ‘’shool’’ which means School or place of teaching.  This is a clear reflection that the Synagogue is used as a house of Study as well as a place for them to worship, although in some denominations this is clearly a separate establishment called in the Hebrew ‘Bet Ha-Midrash. However the word ‘Kloyz was formerly used by Jewish communities in central and eastern Europe (De Lance, 2000).
However in some of the more conservative Jewish communities they still use the word temple instead of synagogue.  The word originated in the eighteenth century under the rule of the French Protestantism.  The American reformed Jewish communities have also continued use the word temple.  The Synagogue unlike the temple has no specific architectural requirements it is structured in all shapes and sizes, in some Jewish communities the synagogue will try to reflect local architecture, sometimes structuring with elements of church and mosque architecture (De Lance 2000).
The style and layout of worship within Synagogues vary considerably, it can sometimes be imposing and magnificent but also formal, sometimes there is a strict decorum with the wardens wearing top hats and tail coats, organ music and choir singing is also included.  However, at the other end of the scale as in Hasidic it can be more personal and intimate with more discussions and debates within the synagogue promoted, with the congregants arriving in intervals throughout the service.  The language used in synagogues is a greatly debated subject, the Talmud allows all prays to be said in any language.  However, throughout the middle ages it was accepted that the prayers should only be said in Hebrew. (De Lance, 2000).
It was not until the nineteenth century that many Jews promoted prayers to be said in their native gentile language, some found the Hebrew language difficult to understand plus they saw it as a barrier between the Jews and the Gentiles.  Even the Orthodox modernists wanted a wider understanding of prayers and many of the Jewish prayer books were translated in both German and English.
It has been suggested that most Conservative synagogues are situated in the suburban parts of the cities, however twenty three percent was said to be located in large cities with nineteen percent favouring smaller cities, with only just seven percent situated in rural locations, it appears that the majority of the younger conservatives actually live in the more suburban areas (Wertheimer 1996).
Wertheimer (1996), estimated that the youngest of the Jewish conservative congregations are normally located within the suburban areas. In view of these differences, there appears to be huge differences and variations in the synagogues programs for children and families.
 Like different denomination within Christianity, we have the more orthodox Christians that take a very literal and hard conservative view of scripture, and that worship can be more formal and more controlled, however we also have the more liberal denominations that take a more symbolic view of scripture and where worship is more freely expressed and that there are no codes of worship dress or behaviour, and it is apparent that the same theme exists within the different styles of Judaism and their actions and beliefs within the synagogues,
Within Orthodox and the more conservative forms worship and teachings, we see a more sacred and sometimes a more literal view of the Pentateuch (Hebrew Scriptures) than the style of teachings we see in the more liberal reformed synagogues.
Liebman (1979) concluded within his studies, which were conducted in nineteen seventy that the large majority of American Jews identified themselves as Orthodox or conservative, a large eighty two percent, and that the more reformed Jews and those that simply just identified themselves as Jewish was as low as eighteen percent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion the Orthodox Jews are more inclined to believe in the sovereignty of G_D, and believe in the divine inspiration of the Pentateuch (Hebrew scriptures) and who also observe the Jewish rituals and laws than Jews are identity as simply conservative, who are still likely to stick with some of the traditional Jewish beliefs and still practise Traditional Jewish rituals so much more so than those that define themselves as more reformed and liberal. It would appear to the outside observer that the more Orthodox Jews and their practises with their synagogues are the more committed to the sacredness of G-D’s word within the Pentateuch and are the more ardent observers of Jewish rituals, where the more conservative Jews seem to be more traditional, whereas the more reformed Judaic practises within their synagogues are way more liberal in their thinking to the interpretation of the Pentateuch and also more liberal with the way they conduct their synagogue worship, and the observance of Jewish Law and tradition, one would tend to conclude that between the Orthodox and Reformed Jews the conservative Jews are probably somewhere in the middle (Liebman 1970, pp. 106-107).







Reference List
De Lange. N. (2000) An Introduction to Judaism. United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press.
Liebman, C.S. (1979) Orthodox Judaism Today. Available at: https://www.yutorah.org/_cdn/_materials/ACF47F.pdf   (Accessed: 22 November 2019).
Soloveichik, M. (no date) Brainy Quote. Available at: https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/meir-soloveichik-quotes (Accessed: 22 November 2019).
Wertheimer, J. (1996) Conservative Synagogues and their members. Available at: file:///C:/Users/sarah/Downloads/10892%20(7).pdf (Accessed: 22 November 2019).


 
