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Lesson Plan

	Student-teacher
	Georgia Maggs
	Class:
	Reception

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh / ICT
	Date:
	18/11/19

	Lesson Focus:
	Recreate “Stori’r Nadolig” on Book Creator (App)

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Welsh Language Development

 (Oracy) Range

· Joining in with simple rhymes and stories 
(Oracy) Skills

· view and listen carefully to a variety of visual and audio-visual stimuli 
· listen and respond simply to what they hear in familiar circumstances, with growing attention and concentration 
(Writing) Range

· write independently and collaboratively, in response to a variety of stimuli such as simple creative pieces 
(Writing) Skills

· recognise the alphabetic nature of writing and discriminate between letters 
· spell simple words correctly and check their spelling by using vocabularies or ICT.

	Meaningful links to:

Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	Digital Competency Framework

· add their name to digital work, e.g. type their first name on a keyboard.
· save work by clicking an icon and understand that the work can be retrieved.
Literacy and Numeracy Framework

· talk about things from their experience and share information
· use words, phrases and simple sentences
· Welsh-medium statement: show awareness that some sounds change at the beginning of words
· join in, repeat or memorise rhymes, songs and stories with some support
· show that they have listened to others, e.g. by drawing a picture


	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)

· Increased use of incidental Welsh in the classroom setting.

Professional learning: There is a commitment to incremental development of personal skills in the use of the Welsh language.
· Be confident in having short introductions with clear and simplified explanations or instructions.


	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:

· Use the platform of “Book creator” to retell the nativity story.

· To begin to recognise certain key words in the Welsh retelling of the Nativity Story




	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence

(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	What learners will have learned by the end of the lesson:

· To begin to understand and recognise Welsh vocabulary from the retelling of the Nativity story.

· The learners will be able to use the app “Book Creator” with support.


	· As I will be working in groups with learners, I will be using group responses and increased thinking time to allow the learners to use Vygotsky’s theory of the “more knowledgeable other” to develop each others learning.


	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts

(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points,  differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks

(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)


	Resources

(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	I will read the story “Stori’r Nadolig” to the whole class. As the class is learning Welsh as a second language, I will clarify difficult vocabulary to allow for full understanding to take place. 
I will differentiate my questioning based on their level and confidence with the language.

Key words:

· Nadolig- Christmas

· Mair- Mary

· Joseff- Joseph

· Asyn- Donkey

· Baban Iesu- Baby Jesus

· Seren- Star

· Bugeiliaid- Sheperd

· Angylion- Angels

· Doethion- Wise men
	Pupils will answer questions based on the story which will be partly made up of prior knowledge of vocabulary and to have a sense of their pronounciation. 

I will get them to repeat new pieces of vocabulary so they can recognise the pronounciation and make schema between the illustrations and the new words.


	

	Teaching & Core Learning
	Drawing

· I will be giving very little support for this as I will show the learners the illustrations from the story and ask them to create their own. I will only intervene to keep them on track and to correct any misconceptions.
Typing

· I will be giving the learners a large amount of support for this. As many of the learners will be only just starting to get comfortable with their 1st language (English). The learners will be copying from a mini-whiteboard as they would need that visual aid to complete the task. This will introduce them to the Welsh language in a setting familiar to them such as Christmas. Enabling them to begin to feel confident with the Welsh language.
	Drawing

· I will be gathering groups of 4 to complete drawings. In the group, two pupils will do the illustrations for one page while the other two will complete the illustrations for the next page.
Typing

· Next in groups of two. The learners will work with the student-teacher to type up the corresponding Welsh sentence. The learners will be copying from a mini-whiteboard. But this will get them used to visualising letters and feeling confident with the Welsh language.


	

	Plenary
	· The plenary will take place with a small discussion at the end of their group work. Asking them how they felt about it and if they enjoyed using the Welsh language. 

· Once it has all been put on the app to create one large class book I will showcase it to the rest of the class so they can have pride for their own work and look at some of the others work.
	· Take part in the small discussion within their group. 


	


Self-Reflection
When preparing this lesson, it was important to demonstrate sufficient growth in the learner’s Welsh language capability. The lesson was designed to introduce new vocabulary which was relevant to the topic. Carrell and Eisterhold (1983) suggests that completing work on a familiar topic is more effective when recalled than a similar piece of work but it would be on an unacquainted topic. Therefore, this is why I decided to do the lesson surrounded by the theme of Christmas as it is engaging for 5-year olds. The lesson was cross-curricular with elements of religious studies and Welsh language skills. 
Initially, I decided to evaluate their learning as a whole class during the introduction to see whether they understood the learning objective and the vocabulary. However, as specified in my learning journal that on the 18th Novemeber, I made my first attempt at the lesson. Unfortunately, the class teacher informed me that my obvious lack of confidence with pronounciation resulted in inaccuracies. Therefore, she recommended that I re-read the story again the next day. On the 19th Novemeber, after reading the story again with the correct pronounciation, I found that learners had retained large amount of vocabulary from the day before and their understanding was apparent and the feedback I had was very positive. This demonstrated that a higher rate of repetition within a short time frame could give the learners a greater memory the vocabulary. The main activity was based on their digital competency but I still observed their oral, listening and writing skills and once they were split into their pairs, I evaluated how they worked as team. The evidence I have from marking their work shows that learners have increased their range of Welsh vocabulary which inturn has a positive effect on pronounciation and confidence with the language and improved their profile of digital competency.  










In this lesson, I used a book in the medium of Welsh which included familiar sentence patterns to provide support and clear illustrations, I also found that this used with pupil participation made the experience more enjoyable for the class.


In the video one of my strengths was ensuring that my pronounciation was correct and spending extra time with the class teacher to ensure that all my pronounciation was accurate so it would not cause misconceptions. But this opportunity for repetition did ensure that the majority of the learners were able to articulate the accurate meaning without the help of illustrations. Therefore, they can model my language and behaviour to possibly to become more capable and fluent. My decision to re-read the book to the whole class is justified by allowing myself to correct my pronunciation and also allow an opportunity for repetition. This is proven by Hermann Ebbinghaus (1885), who was the first researcher to carry out a prolonged series of experiments on human memory. In a classic 1885 book, Ebbinghaus showed that retention of information improves as a function of the number of times the information has been studied. Since the time of Ebbinghaus, countless investigators have used repetition to study learning and memory.
On the other hand, I should have asked for this help sooner to avoid confusing the learners. The elements which needed improvement included the pronounication but I did solve this before the second lesson was delivered to avoid the learners retaining the wrong pronounciation.

Another strength that I displayed was my use of incidental Welsh which acted as commands to ensure that all learners were concentrating. My personal target of using an increased amount of incidental Welsh will benefit me in the long term as it allows me to have a use correct pronounciation daily which should improve my confidence with the Welsh language. The class teacher already uses these commands which made it accessible to use as the learners already understand it, and for the lower ability and ALN (Additional Learning Needs) learners I decided to start pointing at the body part which I was referencing such as pointing to the ear when saying “Gwrandewch!” to ensure they understood. However, it is evident in the video that there was some behavioural issues with some learners so a weakness was that I should have stated clearer behaviour expectations at the beginning to ensure that all learners have the same experience and have the same skills.

A strength which I think was very beneficial was giving the learners the opportunity to display their prior knowledge in front of the class to stimulate cognition in the brain which will not only show me their development and current stage with Welsh Language literacy skills but also increase their confidence. However, once i watched the video I could see that i prehaps did offer too much assistance and scaffolding to learners i know that are capable. Therefore, in the future i will reduce the amount of help given so i see what they already know before giving them help.
A strength which was beneficial was the use of illustrations. I decided to use the illustrations heavily when questioning low ability learners by going through specific vocabulary in depth by using illustrations to help the learners make connections or schemas to increase the likelihood of retention. Carrell (1998) found that for learners who found reading difficult a prompt such as illustrations and making predictions, had a significantly greater facilitating effect which can increase engagement when compared to another less specific type. However, it has been criticised as the data showed that the effect was only significant for learners who were beginning to read, with no real difference for advanced levels. This might then suggest that higher level learners are better able to deal with a lack of schema activation and focusing on illustrations may not be suitable for them. However. I did find that my introduction was longer than normal so it did result in some of the lower ability learners losing interest and inevitable misbehaving. In the future, I would make the introduction shorter to avoid the lower ability not gaining the skills necessary for the task.
One strength is that I plan with the curriculum in mind with documents such as the Literacy and Numeracy framework. Within the framework, Welsh Government (2008) expect that learners gain skills such as being able to use words, phrases and simple sentences. In addition, they ask that learners are aware that some sounds change. However, I did not teach this skill, but the children showed awareness of this when working in pairs when repeating vocabulary back to me. The Welsh Government (revised 2015) highlighted that in the foundation phase framework that tasks such as joining in with simple rhymes and stories would be a key skill when learning a language and staying engaged which will allow learners to observe and listen carefully to the pronunciation of new vocabulary. Moreover, although the main task was completed on an iPad to increase their digital competency and ICT skills, their writing was replaced with typing which was useful as we could see who could type out Welsh words independently or collaboratively.
When planning tasks, it is important to aim for the future development of the Welsh language in these learners. Donaldson (2015) comments in Successful Futures that he specifically requests that in recommendation 23 that learners will be expected to be confident and fluent Welsh speakers by the age of 16. In addition, this would support the Welsh Governments target of reaching one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2016). This implies that teachers will be expected to work not just on basic skills but on fluency and confidence to ensure that the children bilingual by the age of 16. On the other hand, I could heavily prepare resources and seek advice from the curriculum but that will not be effective if my confidence is low. I have found that I find it difficult to retain Welsh phonic patterns and improve orally and that is due to the fact that early in life I was diagnosed with Speech and Language difficulties which effects my ability to learn languages.
In conclusion, during my time on PTE I improved by own confidence with the support of the class teacher, who was extraordinary. I have really worked hard to ensure that the learners not only enjoy learning Welsh but also gain the appropriate skills. Although, my first delivery was not successful, I found it gave the learners the opportunity to retain vocabulary and pronunciation via repetition. Overall, I believe it became a more valuable experience as learners were able to repeat Welsh words with accurate pronunciation and relay the meaning as well as write it in the iPad with little or no support. 
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