INTRODUCTION  10

Finally in this unit, although many commentators and articles in earlier units have drawn your attention generally to the quality and uniqueness of the literature found in the book of Isaiah, I want to end the module by drawing your attention very specifically to the idea of ‘Isaiah as literature’.  
The first reading in this regard is the chapter ‘Isaiah’ in S. Moughtin-Mumby’s volume Sexual and Marital metaphors in Hosea, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Ezekiel. This chapter explores the sexual and martial metaphorical language in Isaiah. Its presents Isaiah's sexual and marital metaphorical language in a way that reflects an understanding of the book as three discrete but interrelated parts, with chapters 40-55 emerging as a particularly distinctive voice. It is argued that Isaiah's metaphorical language is not only striking for its diversity, but also for its markedly positive character and the hope it brings to readers alert to its implications for the present time.
Shifman’s article, ‘A “Scent” of the Spirit in Isaiah 11.3: Exegesis of an Enigmatic Verse’, draws attention to the sensitivity to language required when translating the poetry of Isaiah.

I have included a link in this volume to Morgan and Barton’s classic volume Biblical Interpretation. Although it does not relate specifically to Isaiah, it does discuss the link between literature, exegesis and theology.....relevant to this module in that it can be argued that Isaiah’s theology is communicated through his literature. 

D. Wenkel explores why the literary motif of animals and wild beasts play such an important role in the book of Isaiah in ‘Wild Beasts in Isaiah: the Loss of Dominion and its Renewal through Israel as the New Humanity’. 

