Summary Sheet of groups findings  

In the discussion the first question the group was asked was what more can be done to achieve further representation from indigenous people if they were the president of the next COP conference. The group found this a rather tricky question to begin with as they knew from the presentation that indigenous groups have always been invited to COP conferences. However, after some thought they believed the creation of more platforms like the local communities and indigenous people’s platform created in 2015 in COP 21. As this was described as a ‘victory from indigenous people everywhere’ by the indigenous representative of the Amazon (UN, 2020). Other members of the discussion did acknowledge the shortcomings of this platform and questioned the influence it has compared to world leaders attending COP conferences. Building further on this idea, more specific platforms such as platforms dedicated to preserving rainforests, or preventing rising sea levels were suggested. This was because platforms or pledges towards indigenous people can often seem vague. Catering towards specific indigenous environmental issues such as these can allow for more action to be taken.  
One of the key issues with indigenous representation and engagement in COP that was brought up throughout the discussion was general discrimination and racism. This being one of the main barriers in indigenous people struggling to get their voices heard despite attending and having specific platforms in COP. A recent example that was used was the Australian indigenous voices referendum which resulted in a 60% ‘No’ majority in favour of not recognising the views of indigenous people in Australian parliament (AEC, 2023). Other examples of racism towards indigenous people were discussed such as the US governments treatment of native American people including the Yupik people in Alaska, which was used as an example in the presentation. Linking back to the presentation as to why it is essential to have indigenous representation and engagement in COP conferences. 
Going slightly off the original discussion questions, the point was asked if indigenous people sometimes have little choice but to partake in activities that will have negative climate effects. Bringing up how indigenous people in the Amazon might need to take part in deforestation as a way of earning a living. A slightly different example was discussed as the US representative for Alaska in congress Mary Peltola who is a supporter of the ‘Willow Project’. This was discussed, asking why a significant indigenous representative of the Yupik people would openly support a global corporation drilling for oil in an Alaskan nature reserve. Bringing up points of how Peltola could have been pressured by the democrat party to support this, which made the group question the effectiveness of indigenous representatives altogether (Schwartz et al 2023).  
Although the discussion did not come to a natural conclusion it was in general agreement that indigenous people should be represented far more in COP conferences. The main barriers prevented further representation being discrimination and racism that leaves their issues disregarded. The discussion made the audience question many decisions made by COP such as if indigenous people's platforms are effective because of earlier representatives often not acting in the best interests of indigenous people.         
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