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Introduction:
My exhibition “The Sublime in Nature” aims to look at how nature can make us feel both insignificant and important in the world through the use of various images of natural landscapes that have been untouched by man and shaped by the elements for hundreds, if not thousands, of years. The key component of the exhibition, the feeling of sublime, can be described as “impressing the mind with a sense of grandeur or power” (Dictionary.com, 2018) this was the feeling I wanted to portray though the images I have selected as I believe they are a good example of how a completely natural environment can make us feel this way. Through my exhibition I will focus on a number of artists and themes, many of which I feel relate to the feeling of sublime and help to show my argument that nature can invoke certain feelings in the human mind. 

Analysis of the theme:
The main focus of my exhibition is nature and its power to evoke human emotion, something I think is often overlooked in the daily lives of most people, especially those who live in big cities and may not see a lot of natural landscape on a day to day basis. Those who live in a city are often surrounded by large, grey concrete buildings with little or no color, tarmacked roads which have replaced the grass that was once there and billboards advertising products that block out the sky as opposed to the natural environment that would be visible if a person were to work in the countryside or in a less developed/smaller city. This overload of man-made structures and life is often the reason many find nature to be such a relaxing and peaceful experience when they do see it, whether it be walking up mountains as a hobby or simply going to a lake to enjoy the view, as is it something out of the ordinary and not something they see every day. As well as this, many people find nature relaxing due to how it is often seen as being very calm and peaceful when compared to the bust day to day life in the city, this idea is often the image of nature portrayed in media such as in the song Fields Of Gold with the lines “See the west wind move like a lover so/Upon the fields of barley” (Sting, 1993) reflecting how nature can be compared to a lover, as well as in various popular nature documentary’s such as BBC Series Blue Planet (Alastair Fothergill, 2003) which shows nature in an uninterrupted way and has been a huge success along with other documentaries in the same series. In keeping with this idea, I decided to pick artists who understand and utilize these qualities in their work as well as selecting artists who I believe understand the idea that an environment can be left untouched and undisturbed by man and turn out more beautiful than expected. While the word sublime has somewhat had its meaning diminished by its oversaturation in the English language, I do believe the word is still relevant and if used properly can accurately describe certain circumstances, whether they be natural or manmade ones. While the word is most often used to describe natural landscapes or oddities in the world, it does still apply to many unnatural and constructed scenarios as they can still evoke the feeling of grandeur or power. As well as this the word can also be used to describe not only a physical reality, but also an ideology or figure within a certain religion, this is shown constantly with references to God in Catholicism often referring to a sublime figure, for example in Dan 2:32  “This image, which was very large and whose glory was very sublime, stood before thee, and its form was terrible” (Various, 1611) As well as in more contemporary accounts such as the Down Poured the Heavens by Mercury Rev with its line “When into my darkness/I praise the god sublime” (Rev, 2005)

Artists and Artwork:
For my piece I picked multiple artists who, I believe, understand the idea of the sublime in nature and let it show in their photography, both with the way they have framed their shots and the subjects they have chosen to capture. The first piece I chose is a picture of Old Head Kinsale in County Cork, Ireland by photographer Nigel Jamison (Jamison), the work is very simple at first glance, multiple rows of flowers in the foreground with a cliff edge in the background, all along the coastline with the sea visible to the left of the image. The image was taken during the spring just when the plants had started to grow and thus shows them at their most vibrant, the colors of both sticking out against the green backdrop of the grass and the pale blue of both the sky and the sea. This photo is unique in that it captures both cliffsides and the coastline while also showing flowers blooming in the same frame, something that would be very hard to capture as most coastline is either sand beaches or cliffs, with very little having such vibrant flowers. I believe this picture is relevant as it helps portray the sublime by making the person viewing it feel both relaxed at the natural landscape and the scenery while also giving a slight feeling of power as the image is framed in such a way that the viewer is close to falling off the edge of the cliff. My second piece is of the coast in Belfast, County Antrim by James Kennedy (Kennedy), one of the largest and most developed cities in Ireland, unlike the last image this one sticks out due to how striking it can be to anyone who has only seen the centre of Belfast city and might not know there are places like this that still fall within the limits of the city closer to the coast. Due to how the general view of Belfast is a busy, crowded city, it is a nice change to show that the city also has a natural side that can be as beautiful as anything within the city itself. My third piece, also by Nigel Jamison, is a photo of a secluded lighthouse in Ballycotton, County Cork (Jamison, Ballycotton Lighthouse) The photo only shows the lighthouse very far in the background atop a hill on an island, with most of the image dedicated to the open sea leading up to the island with a small piece of land sticking out from the right of the image belonging to a different island. Much like the last image, this shows the coast of Ireland as something other than cliffs and docklands, with a lot of coastline being either inaccessible because of these two reasons, and while the image does not fit the exhibition entirely with the inclusion of a man-made lighthouse, it is not the focus of the image and does not draw away from the natural beauty of the image. My final image is Slea Head, County Kerry by photographer Bryan Hanna (Hanna) a site that has been used in the filming of TV series Game of Thrones. The site is well known as a tourist attraction in Ireland and overlooks the uninhabited Blasket Islands, a series of islands off the coast of Kerry. While the main focus of this image is Slea Head itself, there is also a view of the still water below as well as the sky above with the sun set in the background turning the sky a slight orange on the right of the image. All of these images fit, in my believe, the idea of the sublime by showing off the natural environment with little or no effort by man to improve them, leaving them exactly as they were thousands of years ago 
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