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After having rehearsals for “A New Brain’ and going through what the process entailed, it finally came to the performance. We had developed skills during the rehearsal process which would help influence the show and the outcome we were to achieve. As individuals it was now in our hands to utilize these skills in performance such as, accent work, our actions and character development, relationships, dancing, singing and acting skills etc, in order to portray an honest and true to narrative performance. 
       Before each performance we were given a post it note from our director Luke which had a newly imagined given circumstance written on it. This was done in order to help see the play within the performance, to see how the idea would possibly change or affect what was happening on stage. I also felt it was an opportunity to explore something new during each performance and to see what resonates well with the character. 
    The first idea to explore for the mother was during the dress run, I was given the concept that “this is the first time I have seen Gordon in eight months”, by reading this concept before going on stage to perform, it helped me think about the way I would present myself to Gordon, truly thinking about my reactions towards him a lot more. 
     During the dress run it was clear to see that this idea came into play. I felt as though, as his mother I wanted to be more connected and closer to him due to the lack of time I have spent with him, it was also clear to see that I was less aware of things going on in his life  than those that had been more present. For the first performance on Thursday, I was told to explore the idea that I’ve “just started dating a handsome lawyer named Gary”, I believe this was more prominent and clearer during “An invitation to sleep in my arms”, especially on the lyrics “I’m off to your place for a date with Mr. Clean, I love him”. I felt more connected to the words I was singing  and felt as though even though my date was imagined it helped strengthen the relationship between me and Gordon, making the relationship more maternal than it had previously been. This process was also applied to all performances, which in my opinion helped vary the performance keeping it fresh and forever developing in different ways, as well as through the different relationships between each character. 
      Personally, I find that by doing this, it allows us to open our mind to the exploration of imagination. By imagining, we are creating the world for the audience, similar to a picture/painting. A quote in which I find inspires this idea that imagination is unique to you as an individual and how it is vital to a performance is “No one looks at a piece of great art and says, “Yes, that makes sense.” They say, “Wow! I would never have imagined that (Wallace, C, 2018).”. This idea that “Imagination is also the bridge between the actor and the character (Wallace, C, 2018).”. By imagining, similar to Stanislavsky’s ‘Magic If’, you are putting yourself in a situation and creating a ‘what if?’ scenario, making it a more original and authentic performance.
       As for the performance, I felt extremely prepared leading up to it, this was due to my preparation and organisation. I ensured that I attended each rehearsal and when it came to tech week, I kept my props and costume in order backstage, as well as having them organised pre-set before each show/ run. Contrary to this, I do believe that no matter how organised you are, things can still go wrong during performance and the pressure of performance can in essence affect what happens in the moment. This is where it is important to ensure you are listening to those around you and allowing yourself to take risks, challenging yourself. A quote which resonates with this idea is “rather than fixing your performance to be exactly the same every time you do it, you have the confidence on stage or in front of the camera to respond playfully to the ever-changing nuances of each moment (Merlin, B, 2007).”. This was always something that was instilled in us during the rehearsal process and something that Luke advised us to think about during performance, this concept that playing with new ideas and taking risks is something which can enhance and develop the performance, as well as expanding the relationships within the narrative. 
     I enjoyed the process and was excited to further myself during each performance, I felt as though I engaged with my character throughout the process, always trying to challenge myself and push myself out of my comfort zone. I really enjoyed the way in which this show allowed me to develop my skill set, to further develop and prepare myself into the industry. 
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