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Evaluating claims

Exploring evidence

Challenging assumptions

Pondering limitations

Questioning implications
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Who is affected / benefits / loses?

4

Who disagrees?
What research contradicts it?
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Explore:

. Policy rationale & evidence base
(what evidence was used/ignored)
2. Comparators (what other places
did; alternatives considered)
3. Desion & instruments (why this
tool, not another)
Implementation & street-level
reality
Cost, capacity, and feasibility
Impacts & distribution (equity.
protected oroups, seooraphy
Legality/rights/ethics
. Monitoring & evaluation (metrics,
data quality, time Llags)
Unintended consequences & risk
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Generate questions
from your topics

- What evidence supports the policy’s
causal link between X and Y?

. What outcomes are measurable within the Wh at type of
policy timeframe—and what won’t be =

evidence do
captured?

. What implementation bottlenecks are you need to
likely (workforce, funding, admin burden)? answe r’)

« Who bears costs vs who receives

benefits?

- Does this shift burdens onto Ilocal
A government/NGOs/families?



What
information
do we need?




Filtered Information

(i.e., analysis of published
studies/syntheses)

Meta-Analyses
of data in published studies

Qualitative and Quantitative
Cohort Studies

(e.g., multiple coursesfinstitutions, mixed-

methods, broadly applicable instruments used, Unflterad
examine diverse pop., steps taken to minimize bias) Infarmation
li.e., original
Qualitative and Quantitative studies/
Case Studies primary

(e.g., single course/institution, single method used, literature)

instrument is site specific, non-diverse study population,
author/researcher may be curriculum
developer/implementer)

Practitioner Wisdom/Expert Opinion
(e.g.. SERC/Cutting Edge webpages, JGE commentaries, In the Trenches articles)
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