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Urdd is a Major annual Welsh
Cultural Festiva
Founded in 1922 by Sir Ifan
ab Owen Edwards
One of Europe’s largest youth
organisiations
55,0000 memebers annually
Urdd has activities in arts,
sports, leadership, culure, and
community.
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Beth yw’r Urdd? |
What is the Urdd?



Why was the Urdd Created ? 
Pam y crëwyd yr Urdd ? |

‘‘The Urdd was created to give young
people pride, confidence and joy in

using the Welsh language.’’

(sir Ifan ab Owen Edwards, 1922)

Welsh was
declining in
early 1900

Needed
youth-led
cultural
spaces

Build Welsh
Identity

(google images-pic 2, 2025)



Urdd Founded

1922

1928 1950s

1932 1970s 1990s 2022

1980s 2000s

Sir Ifan ab Owen Edwards
establishes Urdd Gobaith

Cymru to protect and
promote the Welsh

Language among young
people.

The national youth festival
begins, quickly becoming

a cornerstone of Welsh
culture.

Clubs and competitions
become part of everyday
school life across Wales.

Young people start
enjoying outdoor activities

and Welsh immersion
camps.

First Urdd Eisteddfod

Sport Programme
Grows

Llangrannog Residential
Centre Opens

The Urdd Launches local
and national sports

competitions through the
Welsh Language.

Urdd Expands Into
Schools

More young people gain
access to outdoor

education and Welsh-
medium residential

experiences.

Glan-LLyn Centre
Expands

One century of promoting
Welsh culture, language,

confidence, and
opportunity for young

people.

The Urdd Celebrates 100
years

TV and radio categories
are added, encouraging

creativity and digital skills.

A modern urban centre is
created for sport, culture,

and educational trips.

Cardiff Residential Centre
Opens

Media & Broadcasting
Competitions

(Urdd Gobaith Cymru, 2025)

 Urdd Gobaith Cymru | History



The Urdd’s Mission 
Cenhadaeth yr Urdds |

Provide activities through the Welsh language

Promote belonging, confidence, and identity

Support wales’ goal of 1 miliion Welsh
speakers by 2050

Make Welsh accessible to all young people

Encourage leadership and community service
(Urdd Gobaith Cymru, 2025)
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What the Urdd does today 
Beth mae'r Urdd yn ei wneud heddiw? |

Arts, drama, dance, music
Residential centres (Llangrannog, Glan-
llyn, Cardiff)

Sports clubs, national competitions

International trips (sports & cultural tours)
Digital programmes and media opportunities

Volunteering and leadership pathways
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Sut mae'r Urdd yn
hyrwyddo'r Gymraeg yn yr

ysgol 
How the Urdd Promotes

Welsh in School

(School A, 2025)
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Clwb yr lunchtime clubs
Eisteddfod entries done through
schools
Sports competitions run in Welsh

Free or low-cost cultural workshops
Staff supporting Welsh-medium
teaching (Urdd,2025)
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Pam mae hyrwyddo'r Gymraeg yn bwysig |
Why Promoting Welsh Matters

(google images-pic 4, 2025)

(BBC, 2023)

"cenedl heb iaith,
cenedl heb galon"–
"A nation without a

language is a
nation without a

heart"
 (JRR Tolkien)



Economic (GDP) Impact 
Effaith Economaidd (CMC) |

£45 million per year to Welsh economy
Residential centres
Festivals
Sports events
Employment
Tourism
Local Businesses

(national cymru,2023)
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Pwysigrwydd Diwylliannol | Cultural Importance

The Urdd nurtuures Welsh-language and
creativity through arts activies, music and
drama.

Welsh culture prvides offers a sense of
belonging and identity amoung the younger
generation.

Strengthens Welsh asa living,
dynamic language- not just
preserved in history but used
daily building friendships and
community.

(Wales.com -pic 1, 2025)
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(bbc, 2024)

(Welsh Gov, 2024)
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Heriau a Chasgliad | Challenges and Conclusion
 Decline of Welsh use outside school
English- language dominace online
Funding challeneges
Need to reach non-Welsh-speaking families
Cost of living impact on memership

Welsh will survive if we choose to use it
(google images -pic 11, 2025)

(google images -pic 10, 2025)

(google images -pic 12, 2025)



Baker, C (2011) Foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism. Multilingual matters.
BBC (2022) Welsh language Fewer speakers in Wales in past decade. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-63860772
[Accessed: 25  November, 2025]th

Bronwen Lewis (2022). BRONWEN - Yma o Hyd (with translation). [online] YouTube. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=S_pjG1Tzx74 [Accessed 8 Dec. 2025].
Bourdieu, P (1991) Language and symbolic power. Polity.
Canva. (2025)Available at: https://www.canva.com/design/DAG49dWjYg4/bFUpMxiSzgGKNURAD6yUzA/edit [Accessed 8 Dec. 2025].
Cymru qualifications:  Available at: https://qualifications.wales/news-views/working-together-at-the-urdd-eisteddfod-to-support-learners-
and-the-welsh-language/ [Accessed: 25  November, 2025]th

Estyn (2021) Strategic Welsh Language Plan. Available at:
https://estyn.gov.wales/system/files/2021-]/Estyn%20Strategic%20Welsh%20Language%20Plan%202021-2024.pdf. [Accessed: 25
November, 2025]

th

Fishman, J.A (1991) Reversing language shift: Theoretical and empirical foundations of assistance to threatened languages (Vol. 76).
Multilingual matters.
Gellner, E (2015) Nations and nationalism. In Conflict after the Cold War (pp. 378-389). Routledge.
Grin, F (2003) Language policy evaluation and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages. Springer.
Google images (2025) Images picked 1 - 9 [online image collection] Available at: https://images.google.co.uk/ [Accessed: 20  November,
2025]

th

Reference List



Reference List

lewis, G (2014) Language, Culture and Identity in Wales A Comparative Study Visit Report. Available at:
https://www.democraticprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/DPI-Wales-Comparative-Study-Visit-2014.pdf. [Accessed: 2
December, 2025]

nd

National cymru (2023) https://nation.cymru/news/urdd-contributed-45m-to-the-welsh-economy-last-year/
Moseley, C. (2010) UNESCO Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger. Unesco.
Urdd Gobaith Cymru (2025) Images picked 1- 17 [online images collection]-Available at: https://www.urdd.cymru/en/residential-
centres/cardiff/activities [Accessed: 26  November, 2025]th

Urdd Gobaith Cymru (2022)  centenary report. Available at: https://www.urdd.cymru/en/about-us/our-history/[Accessed: 26  November,
2025]

th

Urdd Gobaith Cymru (2023) Economic Impact report. Available at: https://www.urdd.cymru/en/about-us/our-history/[Accessed: 26
November, 2025]

th

Wales. com- (2025) Images picked 1-3-. Available at: https://www.wales.com/about/welcome-wales/where-wales
Welsh Government (2024). Cymraeg 2050: Welsh language strategy action plan 2024 to 2025 [HTML] | GOV.WALES.  Available at:
https://www.gov.wales/cymraeg-2050-welsh-language-strategy-action-plan-2024-2025-html. [Accessed: 20  November, 2025]th

Williams, C.H (2014)The lightening veil: Language revitalization in Wales. Review of research in education, 38(1), pp.242-272.


