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What is the Urdd?

Cultural Festiva

ounded in 1922 by Sir Ifan

ab Owen Edwards

« One of Europe’s largest youth
organisiations

« 55,0000 memebers annually

« Urdd has activities In arts,

< \ sports, leadership, culure, and

2 community.
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(Urdd Gobaith Cymru, 2025)



Welsh was
declining in
early 1900

Pam y crewyd yr Urdd ?

Needed
youth-led
cultural
spaces

“The Urdd was created to give young
people pride, confidence and joy in
using the Welsh language.”

Build Welsh
|ldentity

(sir Ifan ab Owen Edwards, 1922)



Urdd Gobaith Cymru | History

The national youth festival Clubs and competitions TV and radio categories A modern urban centre is
begins, quickly becoming become part of everyday are added, encouraging created for sport, culture,
a cornerstone of Welsh school life across Wales. creativity and digital skills. and educational trips.

culture.

First Urdd Eisteddfod Urdd Expands Into Media & Bro?c':icastmg Cardiff Residential Centre
Schools Competitions Opens

VN

2022

1922

Llangrannog Residential Sport Programme Glan-LLyn Centre The Urdd Celebrates 100
Urdd Founded Centre Opens Expands years

Sir Ifan ab Owen Edwards Young people start The Urdd Launches local More young people gain One century of promoting
establishes Urdd Gobaith enjoying outdoor activities and national sports access to outdoor Welsh culture, language,
Cymru to protect and and Welsh immersion competitions through the education and Welsh- confidence, and
promote the Welsh camps. Welsh Language. medium residential opportunity for young
Language among young experiences. people.

people.



Cenhadaeth yr Urdds |
The Urdd’s Mission

(Urdd images-pic 6 2025)

- Promote belonging, confidence, and identity

« Support wales’ goal of 1 miliion Welsh
speakers by 2050
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K 1 « Encourage leadership and community service
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(Urdd Gobaith Cymru, 2025) ‘ |




 Volunteering and leadership pathways
« Sports clubs, national competitions

(Urdd ima

- Arts, drama, dance, music
 Residential centres (Llangrannog, Glan-
llyn, Cardiff)
o International trips (sports & cultural tours)
- Digital programmes and media opportunities
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Pam mae hyrwyddo'r Gymraeg yn bwysig|

There were 922,100 people aged
three and over in Wales who could
speak Welsh

Welsh speakers in Wales dropped § Ce n e d l h e b i a ith p

to a low of about 503,500

The figure slightly rose to 562,000 Ce n e d l h e b ga l.O n \

The number of people who speak
Welsh falls to 538,300

=

(BBC, 2023)
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« £45 myllion per year to Wels’econg [V & R

» Residential cerfiils #/ 9y

o Festivals ™,

e Sports events

. Employment *

e Tourism

 Local Businesses

*



Pwysigrwydd Diwylliannol | Cultural Importance

« Welsh culture prvides offers a sense of
belonging and identity amoung the younger
generation.

e The Urdd nurtuures Welsh-language and
creativity through arts activies, music and
drama.

« Strengthens Welsh asa living,
dynamic language- not just
preserved in history but used
daily building friendships and
community.

43 KODAK PORTRA 400
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Heriau a Chasgliad | Challenges an

KODAK

PORTRA 400

« Decline of Welsh use outside s
 English- language dominace onl
« Funding challeneges
« Need to reach non-Welsh-speak
» Cost of living impact on memerSHip®

_______
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Welsh will survive if we choose to use it
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