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	Targets
	How have you worked on this?
	An example can be found on …

	1. Look for ways of comparing and contrasting specific ideas from the literature that you use, and use these to present a synthesis of some of the key ideas.
	· I have worked on this by presenting both benefits and limitations, highlighting key points. 
	· Page 8

	2. Read as much as possible so that you are able to give a full and detailed account of the topic under consideration.
	· Included various sources.
	· Page 9




[bookmark: _Hlk100224614]Critically reflect on your progress in planning, preparing and teaching lessons that incorporate specific pedagogical principles. Identify up to three of these pedagogical principles as an area for development and justify the next steps in your development.

Part 1
	Professional Experience Template 1
	

Blurb Writing



	Pedagogy Standard
	Assessment for learning

	What did you do and why?

	Prior to this lesson, the children had chosen their preferred book cover out of two choices and glued it in their books. For this lesson, we were focusing on writing a blurb for their chosen book cover, a book they had never come across or read before. To begin the lesson, I put the word ‘blurb’ on the interactive whiteboard and got the children to do ‘think, pair, share’. This was where the children firstly, had some thinking time to see what they thought a blurb was, secondly, discussed their thoughts with the person next to them, and finally, shared their ideas with the class. This strategy gives the children the opportunity to develop their independent thinking skills and allows us as teachers to see what the children already know, which essentially builds on prior knowledge. Following this, I presented a PowerPoint on the interactive whiteboard to the children where we went through: the meaning of a blurb, its purpose, where it can be found on a book, what a blurb should include, and examples of blurbs. I felt it was important to show and read to the children some examples of blurbs from some children’s books as it allows the children to see ‘what a good one looks like’ (WAGOLL). This strategy ensures that the children know exactly what is expected of them and provides them with some ideas to get started. Before writing their own blurb for their chosen book cover, I got the children to glue in a small sheet at the top of their page which was a checklist from one of the PowerPoint slides that we had gone through explaining ‘what a blurb should include’. This acted as a success criteria and was beneficial for the children as they easily referred to this checklist at the top of their page throughout the lesson to ensure they had included everything they needed to write a good blurb. After the children did this, I got them to write their own blurb in their books for the book cover that they previously chose. Throughout the lesson, I stopped the children and read out one or two sentences from a child’s work to once again demonstrate what a good one looks like and to fill the children with more ideas and examples in order to produce their best work following the success criteria. At the end of the lesson, children volunteered to come to the front to read their blurb and verbal peer assessment took place. The strategy used was two stars and a wish where after each child read their blurb, I chose two children to verbally express one thing they thought was good about their blurb and I chose one child to verbally express a way forward to improve that blurb. I feel that this strategy is effective because not only does it allow the child to receive feedback on what went well and what could possibly be improved, but it also improves the children’s listening and independent thinking skills.  

	What have you learned?

	From this experience, I learned the importance of including assessment for learning strategies within lessons as I feel that it not only allows us as teachers to see where the children are, in order to help them progress and move forward, but it also gives the children the opportunity to take more responsibility for their own learning, increasing motivation and improving their independent thinking skills.

	What next?

	As a result of this experience, I will continue to explore and trial a wide range of assessment for learning strategies and ensure that they are included in my lessons where appropriate. This will hopefully benefit both the children and I. 



	Professional Experience Template 2
	

Habitats

	Pedagogy Standard
	Blended learning experiences


	What did you do and why?

	For this lesson, I decided to trial a different way of teaching in order to maximise the children’s learning. I decided that instead of me teaching the children about animals’ habitats, I would get the children to be mini researchers so that they could be more active in their own learning and find out about it themselves. Firstly, I showed the children a YouTube video on habitats and then asked the children to share their thoughts on what they thought the word habitat meant and any other information or facts that they picked up on from the video. From there, I split the class into four groups of animals and had them working in pairs on laptops to research the animal they were given. Their task was to complete a worksheet which included a grid where they had to fill in: what animal they were given, their habitat, what they eat, what they need to survive, and any interesting facts about the animal. This allowed the children to take complete control of their own learning and helped them to develop various skills such as problem solving, team work, and becoming more independent learners. Following this activity, a collaborative approach was taken where children shared to the class what they discovered about their animal so that each child could fill in the rest of the grid on their worksheets. This resulted in all children having four animals completed on their worksheet based on not only what they had found from their research on one animal, but from the research that their peers undertook on the other three animals too. 

	What have you learned?

	From this experience, I’ve learned how important it is to trial different methods of teaching in order to not only maximise the children’s learning, but to also make the classroom more inclusive as it is known that all children learn in different ways. Therefore, it is important that lessons are taught in various styles to best suit all children. The children thoroughly enjoyed this lesson and were very eager to become mini researchers again. After gaining verbal feedback from the children, it was evident that they enjoyed taking responsibility for their own learning, carrying out their own research and sharing what they had found to the class more than a regular lesson where I would normally do the teaching. This experience also sparked a collaborative approach where the children all worked together as a class to share what they had found in order for all children to have a full and completed worksheet.   

	What next?

	As a result of this experience, I will continue to be innovative when planning lessons in order to ensure that a wide range of teaching styles are delivered to ensure that the children are able to achieve their maximum potential. I will also continue to take full responsibility in researching and observing good practice in order to gain more ideas on how I could deliver my lessons in various ways to increase learning and engagement. 




	Professional Experience Template 3
	
Welsh Water Workshop

	Pedagogy Standard
	Real life authentic contexts


	What did you do and why?

	Prior to this workshop, we had been looking at the process of water works such as where the water goes when we flush a toilet. Therefore, we felt that a visit from Welsh Water would be relevant and beneficial for the children. In the workshop, the lady firstly discussed how water was distributed and then went on to an activity where this was demonstrated. For the activity, children were split into four groups and each group was given a big mat of a picture of a town where there were shops, houses, a theatre, a reservoir, etc. There were plastic models of these given to the children and they had to place them in the correct places on the mat. Following this, the children then had to attach pipes between these buildings, ensuring they were connected correctly and securely. The children then had a jug of water in which they had to pour into the plastic reservoir model, demonstrating how the water distributes through the town. I felt that this workshop allowed the children to make links with what we had previously learned, expanding their knowledge and understand of water works.

	What have you learned?

	From this experience, I’ve learned how important it is to create life authentic contexts for the children so that they are able to make links between what they have learned and the real world. Creating real life authentic contexts for the children also provides relevant experiences for the children in order to develop and become ethically informed citizens of the world. During this experience, I also seen how much more engaged the children were in this workshop as I feel that incorporating real life authentic contexts into lessons allows for a more practical approach where the children can be more active in their own learning. 

	What next?

	As a result of this experience, I will continue to provide as many experiences as I can that demonstrate real life authentic contexts for the children as it is vital in terms of their knowledge, development and understanding of the world around them. Where possible, I aim to take children on trips, welcome visitors to the school, use real life objects when teaching (such as real coins rather than plastic money), to ensure that the children are getting as many experiences as possible where they can create links to real life and understand how that learning will benefit them. 




	Professional Experience Template 4
	

Dydd Santes Dwynwen


	Pedagogy Standard
	Cross-curricular themes


	What did you do and why?

	For this lesson, there were cross-curricular themes between Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, and the Expressive Arts. Firstly, as a class, we went through the story of Saint Dwynwen together on the interactive whiteboard, where children volunteered to read a PowerPoint slide each.  Following this, the children recalled the main parts of the story back to me from start to finish, which demonstrated their listening skills and engagement. We then did a mind map together as a class based on the story of Saint Dwynwen where we discussed themes, characters, settings, and dates. I collected the ideas from the children and wrote them on the board, the children then copied these into their books and added any more of their own that they could think of. When this was completed, we rounded off the lesson by creating Saint Dwynwen’s Day cards. The children were given instructions on how to create the cards and were shown examples, however they were given the opportunity to freely design the cards as they wanted to personalise them for family members or friends etc. 

	What have you learned?

	From this experience, I’ve learned how lessons that incorporate cross-curricular themes develop children’s knowledge, understanding and practical skills in a fun, creative and engaging way. Cross-curricular allows areas of learning and experiences (AOLE’S) to interlink through topics, allowing the children to gain a more in-depth insight of a topic or theme. 

	What next?

	As a result of this experience, I will continue to make a conscious effort to incorporate more cross-curricular lessons within my planning as I feel that I witnessed the benefits through increased engagement from the children. More cross-curricular themes will allow my future practice to be more innovative and exciting, exploring topics and themes in more depth and from various angles. 










Part 2

This assignment will highlight two pedagogical principles that have been selected as areas for development. It will critically reflect on my own practice on how these specific pedagogical principles have been incorporated into my lessons through the process of planning, preparing and teaching. In order to support this, an assortment of relevant literature and research will be critically analysed and evaluated to measure the impact and effectiveness of the approaches used in pedagogy and learning. This assignment will also identify the next steps that will be taken by myself in order to progress and develop further within the chosen pedagogical principles for future teaching.  
Within the Curriculum for Wales, Donaldson created twelve pedagogical principles and these aim to support the implementation of the new curriculum in hope of best supporting every child (Impact Wales, 2022). The idea of this approach is that ideally teachers are to firstly, identify their children’s needs, secondly decide which pedagogical approach is most appropriate to support that need, and thirdly to asses pupil progress in order to measure the impact of that teaching approach (Impact Wales, 2022). The twelve pedagogical principles are as followed:
Good teaching and learning: 
1.  ‘Focuses on the 4 purposes of the curriculum.
2. Challenges pupils to sustain their efforts to reach high but achievable targets.
3. Employs a broad repertoire of teaching approaches.
4. Promotes problem solving, creative and critical thinking.
5. Builds on previous knowledge and experience and engages pupils’ interest.
6. Creates authentic contexts for learning.
7. Employs assessment for learning principles.
8. Makes connections within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
9. Reinforces Cross-curriculum responsibilities including literacy, numeracy and digital competence.
10. Encourages pupils to take ownership of their own learning.
11. Supports social and emotional development and positive relationships.
12. Encourages collaboration’.
(Impact Wales, 2022). 
The two pedagogical principles that I have chosen to focus on for my own professional development are: ‘good teaching and learning employs a broad repertoire of teaching approaches, and good teaching and learning reinforces cross-curriculum responsibilities including literacy, numeracy and digital competency’ (Impact Wales, 2022). The reason that I have chosen the two pedagogical principles above is that firstly, from my own professional teaching experience, I have learned that all children learn in different ways and these needs to be taken into consideration to best support all children. Secondly, I believe that literacy, numeracy and digital competency are the firm foundations that every child needs as a basis in order to progress and develop in any area of learning and experience. The new curriculum supports this as it is stated that the obligatory cross curricular skills are key for the children to not only access the school’s curriculum, but to also access the curriculum in depth (Welsh Government, 2022).
Critical Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk100311439]My own interpretation when I read the pedagogical principle that discusses employing a broad repertoire of teaching approaches, was to focus on the implementation of blended learning experiences within my lessons. Lalima (2017) explains that blended learning is an innovative approach, entailing both traditional teaching and ICT based learning. When planning to incorporate blended learning within my lessons, my personal interpretation of this pedagogical principle was to plan, prepare and deliver lessons, trialling various modes of delivery to maximise children’s learning by equipping them with the correct skills to allow them to achieve their full potential. Hattie (2012) would agree with this as he highlights the importance of teachers granting children with a high number of opportunities for them to achieve the success criteria. Kaur (2013) would also support my interpretation of the pedagogical principle mentioned above as he explains that blended learning experiences should involve lessons being delivered in a number of different ways, including varied teaching and learning styles to improve learning outcomes for the children. Hattie (2012) would encourage this as he believes that whole class teaching is unlikely to be delivered at the appropriate level for all children. This informed my practice during my final professional teaching experience, which is what led me to plan for the children to take control of their own learning (See Part 1, Template 2), rather than myself standing at the front of the class delivering a traditional lesson where I teach all of the children as a whole class. This thought will also encourage me, when planning and preparing in my future practice, to think about and incorporate more group learning within my lessons rather than whole class teaching only. It is claimed that blended learning can also be a good opportunity for developing a more collaborative approach for the children (Lalima, 2017). From my own professional teaching experience (See Part 1, Template 2), I can fully support this claim. I allowed my learners to become ‘mini researchers’. They worked in pairs and used laptops to research their given animal. Towards the latter part of the session, the activity adopted a more collaborative approach with each pair sharing with the class all the facts that they had discovered.  This resulted in every child completing all columns on the worksheet for not only their animal, but for all other animals that were researched by other children in the class too. I feel that this fully demonstrates the belief that blended learning experiences encourage collaboration. I believe that Smith (2010) would agree that this lesson would have been of benefit to the children as she believes that children not only learn from their teachers, but they also learn from their peers through group interactions. Therefore, this suggests that collaboration with peers may be key in relation to children’s learning. However, it is recognized that planning for blended learning experiences can often be difficult due to the necessity of meeting the diverse needs of all learners (Lalima, 2017). When planning and preparing my lessons, I experienced this as during the course of my studies it has become evident that not one child is the same and they all learn in different ways. Hattie (2012) supports this suggestion as he states that every child is different, however, he emphasises that this is not to be viewed as a negative aspect because each child brings individuality to the classroom such as different interests, talents and dispositions which is viewed as a positive aspect. Kaur (2013) would agree with this as he expresses despite the difficulty of meeting the diverse needs of all learners, this should be viewed as a strength for learning, rather than a weakness, as he believes that aiming to cater for all children’s needs allows for more personalised learning to take place by differentiating instructions to best suit each child. Cleveland-Innes (2018) agrees with the idea of blended learning being a more personalised approach, which in turn may support the children better in relation to their specific learning needs if personalised learning is taking place. To support this, through my own delivery of a lesson where a bended learning experience was incorporated (See Part 1, Template 2), I feel that I witnessed the benefits of blended learning being a more personalised approach for the children, as they were able to work at their own pace, research in a way that they felt was best, and presented their work as they felt most appropriate. Regardless of the freedom given, the task was still fully completed by all children by the end of the lesson and was completed at a high standard. This demonstrated and solidified my belief that incorporating blended learning experiences improves student outcomes. Despite this, it is important to acknowledge that not all blended learning experiences can cater for every child’s needs within one experience (Cleveland-Innes, 2018). During the course of my studies, I have realised the importance of teachers continuing to further their professional development, with one way being to observe and research good practice. Estyn (2020) shares best practice where staff were assigned research and innovation time and were granted the opportunity to learn from other colleagues through visiting a wide range of education settings. Following this, during staff meetings and workshops, staff shared their findings with one another which resulted in high quality teaching, improved student outcomes, and an environment that fosters research (Estyn, 2020). In relation to my own personal development within this pedagogical principle, I feel that this example would be an effective way to do so and I think this because through observing and researching good practice, this should allow me to gain ideas on various teaching styles and modes of delivery in order to ensure that children are reaping the benefits of blended learning experiences through improved outcomes. It is believed that for blended learning to be implemented successfully, motivated teachers, great efforts, and the correct attitude is essential (Lalima, 2017) which I will take into consideration when planning, preparing and delivering lessons in my future practice.
My own interpretation when I read the pedagogical principle that discusses reinforcing cross-curriculum responsibilities including literacy, numeracy and digital competency, was to focus on incorporating more than one area of learning and experience within lessons, ensuring that an element of either literacy, numeracy or digital competency was included. When planning, preparing and delivering my lessons during my professional teaching experiences, I found that most lessons already result in being cross-curricular without intentionally planning for it. However, I am aware that in order to develop this pedagogical principle, when planning, there needs to be an emphasis on the reinforcement of cross-curriculum responsibilities within lessons, where appropriate. Within the curriculum for Wales, literacy, numeracy and digital competence are the obligatory cross-curricular skills which are viewed as the crucial foundations that every child needs in order to access the whole of the curriculum (Welsh Government, 2021). From my own professional teaching experiences, this has become evident and I have learned that these skills are essential for all subjects across the curriculum. For example, if a child is in an art lesson and is required to read a specific set of instructions to follow for the given activity, yet they do not have the appropriate literacy skills in order to read the instructions, then this will result in the child being unable to access and complete the given activity. Additionally, if a child is required to carry out a research task for any subject, then they will require some knowledge of ICT skills to enable them to carry out this task. For this reason, I strongly agree that there should be a conscious effort from all teachers in implementing these cross-curricular skills across all lessons, to allow the children to develop these skills in order to ensure that we are equipping the children with the correct skills in preparation for the continuation of their education and beyond. Barnes (2015) explains that cross-curricular learning involves creating links between different academic subjects, and aims to achieve transferable understandings of the world for the children. Kerry (2015) agrees with this and further explains that cross-curricular learning is an opportunity for the child to release its creative potential. To support this, it is claimed that incorporating cross-curricular within lessons encourages the children to think creatively where we as teachers strive for them to be able to generate various ideas and create unconventional links more independently (Barnes, 2015). Lynch (2019) would support this as he believes that combining two subjects can allow children to better understand the purpose and relevance of each lesson, resulting in deepened learning. When delivering my lesson (See Part 1, Template 4), it was evident that incorporating cross-curricular allowed for deeper learning to take place because instead of the children only hearing the story of Saint Dwynwen, the children also recalled the story, unpicked aspects such as themes, characters and settings through the use of a mind map, and also created cards to illustrate how this day is traditionally celebrated. Lynch (2019) expresses that through reinforcing cross-curriculum responsibilities, we are striving for a more collaborative curriculum where teachers support each other in creating more multi-layered lessons, in which I feel allows children to develop a range of skills within one lesson. Upon reflection of my lesson incorporating cross-curricular (See Part 1, Template 4), this was evident in my lessons as the children had developed a number of skills which included: listening, creativity, cognitive, problem-solving, fine motor skills, independent thinking, and communication. Madden (2018) believes that cross-curricular offers many benefits including: an increase in engagement, it teaches children transferable problem-solving skills, and it supports the children in creating links between school-based activities and the real world. Kerry (2015) supports this view as he believes that children learn better when knowledge is connected more which I feel highlights the importance of supporting children to establish those links between areas of learning and experience. Despite the benefits that cross-curricular learning offers, there are however some drawbacks, which include firstly, staff not being allocated enough time to collaborate with one another and secondly, the possibility of it becoming ineffective if it is not planned well by teachers, resulting in children becoming disengaged (Lynch, 2019). In relation to my future practice, I will take this point into consideration and therefore ensure that when I plan for cross-curricular learning, it is done with thought to ensure it is delivered in the best way possible for the children to keep the learning engaging and exciting. 
Conclusion
To conclude, I feel that I have fully recognised the importance of teachers identifying areas of development within the twelve pedagogical principles in order to improve student outcomes by aiming to best support every child. This assignment has allowed me to thoroughly explore the purpose, benefits, drawbacks and effectiveness of both pedagogical principles (employing a broad repertoire of teaching approaches and reinforcing cross-curriculum responsibilities including literacy, numeracy and digital competence), in light of current literature, research and my own professional teaching experiences. As a result of this assignment, I have been able to critically reflect on my own personal progress in planning, preparing and teaching lessons within my own personal practice. Thompson and Wolstencroft (2018) emphasise the importance of reflecting on our progress as this is believed to not only inform, but also to transform our future practice. It has allowed me to pinpoint what progress I have already made within these pedagogical principles, what could have been improved within my previous teaching practice in terms of incorporating them, and what steps I have decided to take in order to move forward and further develop in my future practice. 
In summary, in terms of incorporating blended learning experiences into my lessons, I have learned that whole class teaching may not always be the best mode of delivery in order to best suit all children (Hattie, 2012) Therefore, going forward, I will aim to implement more group learning within my lessons rather than traditional whole class teaching. As well as this, I have recognized that blended learning tends to become a more collaborative approach, which I have learned is very beneficial for the children as it is believed that they also learn from their peers through group interactions and this is highlighted as a key aspect in relation to children’s learning (Smith, 2010). Despite this, as a result of this assignment, I am now aware that the aim to meet the needs of all diverse learners can complicate the planning of blended learning experiences (Lalima, 2017). 
In terms of incorporating cross-curricular into my lessons, I have learned that literacy, numeracy and digital competency skills are the firm foundations that every child needs in order to fully access the whole curriculum (Welsh Government, 2021). Therefore, going forward, I will continue to make a conscious effort in ensuring that an element of literacy, numeracy or digital competency is included in all of my lessons. In addition to this, I have learned that cross-curricular allows deeper learning to take place as links are established between more than one area of learning and experience (Lynch, 2019). 
In light of the Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) professional standards, I feel that I have developed the advancing pedagogy aspect through researching and demonstrating knowledge and understanding of two pedagogical principles across all areas of learning and experience (Welsh Government, 2021). As well as this, upon completion of this assignment, I feel that I have developed another aspect of advancing pedagogy aspect by thoroughly researching and extending my understanding of both cross-curricular themes and blended learning experiences in more depth (Welsh Government, 2021).
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