3,000 Word Essay – Heritage & Archaeology of Conflict

Discuss the issue of authenticity in relation to battlefield/military memorials. 
 
Introduction (100 words) 
 The establishment of memorials dedicated to war and battlefields has been a practice for generations. 
 
 
Paragraph 1 - What is Authenticity (934 words) 
 Debates on Authenticity in the field of Memorials have been ongoing for a long time. This stems from there being no clear consensus on the meaning of Authenticity. While many agree that at its roots, authenticity is about something being true or verified, what this means in the context of memorials is unclear. In truth, authenticity is often referred to as a Dimension word, where its meaning is undefined until the dimensions, or context, of the word is established.[footnoteRef:1] Thus, when the concept of authenticity is turned to memorials, it can be hard to see how the two connect.  [1:    Newman, George E, and Rosanna K Smith, ‘Kinds of Authenticity’, Philosophy Compass, 11.10 (2016), 609–18. ] 


· Definitions of authenticity 
· How are memorials trying to be more authentic? 
· Has definitions of authenticity impacted how memorials are constructed? 
· Prosthetic memory 
 
 
Paragraph 2 – War Memorials (934 words) 
 
· What is a war memorial? 
· How have war memorials changed with focus on authenticity? 
· Are official memorials more authentic? 
· Changes in memorials over the years 
· Grassroots vs official memorials 
 
 
Paragraph 3 – Holocaust Memorials (934 words) 
 
· What is a holocaust memorial? 
· Are they more authentic than other war or battlefield memorials? Why? 
· 
 
Conclusion (100 words) 
In Conclusion, 


· Different types of authenticity? 
· Different memorials – find examples 
· 
