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Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your reflective writing should focus on your personal learning journey, including your strengths, areas for improvement, and the impact of the module on your academic and personal development. You should refer to specific experiences such as:
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
Write your reflection in the boxes below 
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience ore experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	
Having little knowledge of academic writing skills and reflecting, I will reflect on how this module has impacted and assisted me during the first semester, as this is a professional and transferrable skill which I will need to develop throughout my time at the university and beyond. In (week 4) we learnt about referencing in class and how it is important in academic writing in other to avoid plagiarism while showing that I have used credible sources in my research. At the start of the workshop, it was a little bit complicated because I had to search for information from various media and use the right referencing style. Our lecturer made it clear to us that we needed to practice more on our own and she also pointed out that it takes time to get used to referencing properly as it seemed at first that everyone was struggling grasping the topic at first attempt.



















	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? 
Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	
At the start of the term, I was comfortable with making mistakes and learning at the same time, as our lecturer had mentioned to us that with more practice and effort, we would improve on our writing skills and referencing. I felt confident that after a few weeks of studying and workshops in class, I would have acquired more knowledge and become more efficient at presenting my academic projects. However, being new at using Harvard referencing , I was a little bit nervous that I would not be able to participate or contribute in class during questions and answers session or even if we were paired in groups and had to reference some websites or any form of sources but then I thought to myself that most of us in class are new to this subject so there was no reason for me to have any personal anxiety in any given task.































	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	
The things that were good and worked out well was that I found out earlier that we would need to use the academic writing skills which involved a section of referencing (paraphrasing and note-taking) mostly on out task 2, which was a good motivation towards improving myself and studying hard to achieve the best possible mark in the module, so I had to study at least 8hrs every week at home. Moreover, realising that this assessment would have to be attempted individually in class contributed positively to my progress on working harder to achieve my goal. 
The thing that has not been so good is my overall time plan to be at least 60percent confident in myself in referencing, summarizing and paraphrasing without making lots of errors, therefore I did not achieve the timeline improvement that I had initially set for myself at the beginning of the module.


































	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you?  Why or why not? 

	I think that the reason that I was able to motivate myself to work harder was because I had focused earlier on the assessment that we are going to have at the end of the module rather than just concentrating on the weekly learnings. In my past experiences I have always discovered that is it better to work towards a final project diligently as that is what will be used in assessing the skills that I have been developing throughout the semester and workshop sessions.
However, I also think that I thought that just planning to study in a particular timeframe will improve my skills when I am supposed to have a learning structure and adhere to proper time management technique for studying at my own time. I think that the fact that I have not properly planned and also not being critical about it led me to the situation where my referencing skills have not reached my desired aim and I have to work really hard towards it.



















	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved?) 
	I learned that when planning or making a structure to achieve a certain goal, it must be thoroughly previewed and well created for it to be achieved successfully for it to have little or no setbacks. Having in mind that it takes practice, time and hard work to fully accomplish a set goal. Moreover, I will continue discovering which time management plan best works for me towards a particular project to prevent me from fulfilling whatever I have set out to achieve either here at the university or in my professional ambition. Lastly, I learned that sometimes I must challenge myself and the decisions I make to ensure that I am not just planning without a good structure or aim and also seek assistance or guidance to acquire wider knowledge of a particular field even if I will be tasked with an individual assessment.






















	Action Plan
(If you do it again, what would you do differently? What skills do you need to develop? And how do you plan to do this) 
	
Moving forward, I would implement various steps towards achieving success in my plans. Cotrell (2021,) suggests that due to the enormous amount of university degree graduates yearly, it very important to achieve outstand certification to be able to compete in the job market. Pointing out various plans which includes personalising strategies to fit interests, abilities and preferences. And be cautions and well informed about various careers and job opportunities and all that is acquired to be successful in those sectors. (p.3)
The beautiful overview by Day (2023) states that ‘Reflective writing has become popular in many disciplines, from architecture and engineering to medicine and media studies. It involves documenting a personal view, focusing on recent experience. It usually entails moving beyond mere description, to explaining and justifying what has taken place. Often, particularly if the work is to be assessed, it involves critical reflection in which the individual seeks to learn from their experience.’
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