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I. Module Description

Summary 

For billions of people around the globe, faith informs their understanding of themselves and their world. Theology is the language of faith. It is a discipline devoted to expressing faith’s principles in a manner that is imaginative, challenging, orderly, and coherent. In this module, we survey the content and principles of the Christian faith. Students will have the opportunity to test its claims as we examine the internal logic of Christian teaching on the knowledge of God, the nature of God as a Trinity, the person and work of Jesus Christ, and God’s work of salvation. Not only will students be introduced to the substance of the Christian religion, they will develop an appreciation for the way that faith reasons and informs human culture and behaviour.  
 

Module Aims
· To introduce students to the academic study of Christian theology within the context of the modern university.
· To present some major themes in Christian theology.


Learning Outcomes

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Show an awareness of key issues in theology as an academic discipline.
· Display knowledge of some major doctrinal and conceptual themes.
· Describe how Christian theology can inform engagement with movements within contemporary culture.
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I.	Prolegomena
	I.1	What is Theology? The Nature and Tasks of Theology
	I.2	Can we know anything about God? Pluralism and Knowing God
	I.3	Does God Really Exist? The Reality and Existence of God
	I.4 	How can we know about God? Reason, Revelation, and Religious Authorities

II.	God
	II.1	What is God like? On the Nature of God
	II.2	Who is God? Heresies and Trinitarianism in Early Christianity
	II.3	Who is God? The Trinity — A Positive Statement of the Doctrine
	II.4	What kinds of things does God do? Creation, Providence and Salvation

III.	Jesus Christ
	III.1	Why is ‘salvation’ needed? Original Sin and the Ends of Creatures
	III.2	Who was Jesus of Nazareth? The Election of Jesus, Messiah
	III.3	Who was Jesus of Nazareth? Heresy and Christian Belief in Jesus
	III.4	Who was Jesus of Nazareth? The Person of Christ 

IV.	Salvation and the Church
	IV.1	How does Jesus provide salvation? The Saving Work of Christ
	IV.2	What does it mean to be ‘converted’? Renewal by the Holy Spirit
	IV.3	How does a person live as a disciple of Jesus? The Christian Life
	IV.4	What is the purpose of the church? The Society of God
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Theological Essay — students will produce two essays (roughly 2,000 words per essay) from the topics listed below. The purpose of this exercise is to assess the student’s ability to make use of secondary sources to inform their understanding of a theological topic, to analyse concepts and their use in complex arguments, and to engage with the material claims of Christian doctrine critically and constructively. Each essay will be worth 50% of the total module grade, and will be submitted online via Turnitin. Due Dates: The first essay will be due at 3:00 pm on 7 December; the second essay will be due at 3:00 pm on 20 December.

1.	What is the nature of theology as an academic discipline? Is it a science? And if so, what kind of science is it?

2.	What is the theological significance of the Nicene claim that the Son is of one substance (homoousios) with the Father?

3.	Of what significance is it to Christian faith that divine and human nature are “hypostatically” united in Christ’s person? 

4.	How does the atoning work of Christ deliver the world from sin?
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All readings will be available on Moodle. Course readings form the basis for class discussion, so each reading should be completed before each class. Supplementary readings, though not discussed in class, will assist you in understanding the readings that will be discussed in class. This class does not have a required textbook, but for a supplementary text to assist students new to Christian theology I recommend Alistair McGrath’s Christian Theology: An Introduction (London: Wiley Blackwell, 2011), which includes a very useful list of additional resources and a glossary of important terms.

WEEK 1 — Prolegomena

26 Nov — What is theology?
· Scripture Reading: Proverbs 8:1-36
· Anthony Towey, “Thoughtful Conversation about God”, An Introduction to Christian Theology, 2nd Edition (Bloomsbury, 2018), 3-14.

27 Nov — Can we know anything about God? 
· Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16
· Karl Barth, “Doubt” in Evangelical Theology (New York, 1963), pp. 121-132.
· Supplementary Reading: Ellen Charry, By the Renewing of Your Minds: The Pastoral Function of Christian Doctrine (Oxford, 1997), pp. 3-32. 

28 Nov — Independent Learning Day

29 Nov — Does God really exist? 
· Scripture Reading: Psalm 19
· Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, Ia, q. 2, aa. 1-3 [http://www.newadvent.org/summa/1002.htm]. 
· Supplementary Reading: Denys Turner, “God” in Thomas Aquinas: A Portrait (Yale, 2013), pp. 100-144. 

30 Nov — How can we know about God? 
· Scripture Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
· David Ford, Theology: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2013), pp. 14-28. 



WEEK 2 — God

3 Dec — What is God like? 
· Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40:1-31
· Anselm’s “Proslogion” in  Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works (Oxford, 1998), pp. 84-104.

4 Dec — Who is God? Part I
· Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:1-17
· Gregory of Nyssa’s “On Not Three Gods”, Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers II, vol. 5, pp. 522-531 [https://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf205.html].
· Supplementary Reading: Fred Sanders, “Compassed About by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” in The Deep Things of God (Wheaton, 2010), pp. 27-60.  
· 
5 Dec — Independent Learning Day

6 Dec — Who is God? Part II
· Scripture Reading: John 1:1-18
· Augustine, The Trinity (Hyde Park, 1991), I.2-3 [pp. 70-86].
· 	
7 Dec — What kinds of things does God do?
· Scripture Reading: Psalm 104
· Simon Oliver, “God and Creation Ex Nihilo” in Creation: A Guide for the Perplexed (London, 2017), pp. 35-59.

WEEK 3 — Jesus Christ

10 Dec — What does Christianity mean by ‘salvation’ and ‘redemption’?
· Scripture Reading: Genesis 3:1-24; Romans 8:1-39
· Robert Jenson, “Sin” in Systematic Theology, vol. 2 (Oxford, 1999), pp. 133-152.

11 Dec — Who was Jesus of Nazareth? Part I
· Scripture Reading:  Acts 2:1-47
· Richard Bauckham, God Crucified: Monotheism & Christology in the New Testament (Grand Rapids, 1998), pp. 45-79. 

12 Dec — Independent Learning Day

13 Dec — Who was Jesus of Nazareth? Part II
· Scripture Reading: Philippians 2:1-11
· Augustine, The Trinity (Hyde Park, 1991), I.4 [pp. 86-96].
· Supplementary Reading: Frances Young, From Nicaea to Chalcedon: A Guide to the Literature and Its Background (London: SCM, 2010), pp. 288-320.

14 Dec — Who was Jesus of Nazareth? Part III
· Scripture Reading: Hebrews 1:1-14
· Cyril of Alexandria, On the Unity of Christ (Crestwood, NY: 1995), pp. 60-90.

WEEK 4 — Salvation and the Church

17 Dec — How does Jesus provide salvation?
· Scripture Reading: Romans 5:1-21; Hebrews 2:1-18
· Athanasius’, On the Incarnation §§ 6-32 [https://www.ccel.org/ccel/athanasius/incarnation]

18 Dec — What does it mean to be ‘converted’?
· Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:1-2:10
· Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline (Croydon, 1949), pp. 14-25.

19 Dec — Independent Learning Day

20 Dec — How does a person live as a disciple of Jesus?
· Scripture Reading: Romans 6:1-23; Colossians 3:1-17
· Oliver O’Donovan, “The Gospel and Christian Ethics”, Resurrection and Moral Order, 2nd Edition (Eerdmans, 1994), pp.11-27.
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