Essay Appraisal
In this essay we should see a successful use of a referencing system, there should be a clear and coherent argument, a pragmatic structure that flows well, writing that is relevant to the questions being discussed and a justified approach to the information, with a thorough evaluation of the issues talked about.
The introduction of this students essay gives a clear and concise overview of the points that they will be mentioning, it’s easy to understand and therefore not misleading in respect to the content of the essay. The student starts off by providing a source that backs up the argument they’re making which makes sure to set the theme of their essay.
Throughout this essay there is a very clear and effective referencing method. The student uses footnoting and clearly lays it out making it easy for the reader to look at the footnotes and do any follow up reading if they wish.
The essay format is laid out in a neat way, the paragraphs link together and there aren’t any points that jump from one subject to another making it a nice essay to follow. 
Most of the time the student relates their point back to their essay question and therefore it makes it a reliable source to read. However, there are some points throughout the essay where the student goes off on a tangent, “But by this time the stylistic innovations that created rock ‘n’ roll had already taken place”… “and Elvis act had been worked out in Memphis before making it big.”  if these points were refined and made into a shorter, simpler commentary then they could relate it back to their original argument with more impact. 
Throughout the essay the student comments on some comparisons however, of all points during this essay this factor seems to be lacking, “Like their mid-century counterparts, young people in the 1920’s drank alcohol, drove cars, and provoked the condemnation of their elders.” despite this the comparisons they have mentioned are well made, but to do better expanding on these points and having a wider range of comparisons would work in the students favour. 
The student successfully applies context in their essay, anyone reading this with less knowledge in this area could easily understand in some more depth the subject area. The contextualisation is relevant to the subject making it clear how they will go about their investigating.
Generally speaking the essay as a whole is written adequately well, however there are points where the student could have perfected their grammar and sentences, “Virtually all Fifties teenagers remained school past the age of fourteen,” doing so would make the essay more coherent.
Overall this essay is well written. There is a reliable form of referencing which is easy to follow, the essay is written in a pragmatic way making it easy for someone with no prior knowledge to follow along and understand the content. However, there are a handful of mistakes scattered throughout the essay, ultimately bringing its grade down.
GRADE: 67.

