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Lab - Building a Simple Network

Lab - Building a Simple Network 



Reflection (Max word count 200): 
Write your reflection based on what you learned from this activity. This could include operation of Switch, configs and testing network connectivity. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I learned that the first step was to physically connect the devices together using cat5 network cables. I connected the ports on the switches together and then the PC’s to the switches, checking the network lights were flashing to display connectivity.   
The next step was to configure the network settings on both PC’s. I entered the network and internet settings on the PC and changed the adaptor settings by right clicking on the Local Area Network card and selecting properties. I ensured both PC’s were given an IP address on the same subnet range. No default gateway settings were needed as there was no router being used. 
I then checked the network settings on both PC’s by running the ipconfig /all command. I run the ping command from each host however the ping responses failed. I learned that the built-in firewall in Windows was blocking the ping requests. To get this working, I disabled the firewall. In a real-life example, a firewall rule would be created to allow both hosts to communicate with each other, however for this purpose it was disabled.  
I used putty to telnet to each switch. I learned that I needed to enter privilege mode to make any changes to the switch. I also noticed that there was no password set on the switch when connecting. I enabled the password on the switch for future connections and saved the config. I also checked the activity of the interface on the switch and could see the ports connected to the PC’s were up and had activity logged again them.   
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