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SH*T IS F*CKED UP & BULLSH*T

For my protest poster I was aiming to protest against Animal Rights. I wanted it to be graphic enough to show the truth behind how animals are really being treated due to marketing and medicine but at the same time I didn’t want it so graphic people would find it too difficult to look at.
I was inspired by a number of sources but my main source was the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA). PETA are the largest organisation that fight for animal’s rights and tackle the issues at hand such as animals being used for clothing, food and experimentation. They show hard hitting videos and images of what goes on behind the scenes of animal testing, they also have articles dedicated to particular animals that are commonly found in labs and explain what tests they go through and the outcomes and along with this they provide statistics to back up their argument. For example during my research into PETA I found out that in the US alone 160,000 rabbits are used in laboratories every year and the rabbits are used for experiments such as eye irritancy, drain cleaner and corrosion, these tests result in haemorrhaging, blindness and tissue damage and during all of this the rabbits are never given pain relief and are made to suffer for anywhere between 2 weeks to a month and in some rare cases as long as 24 weeks in those conditions. 
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Animal Justice Project was another organisation I looked into. This organisation was broader than PETA as they tackle more than experimentation and use of fur, Animal Justice Project look at fishing, importing of exotic animals, breeding farms and the abuse animal suffer from so called “free range” farming. This was another source that provided heart-breaking videos, images and statistics, however, their statistics were more visual as they present pie charts of their findings, one example is their research into use of animals in drug studies from Universities within the UK between 2010-2015, the chart showed Cambridge used 1,261, Surry used 799 and Cardiff used 364, and that’s just to name a few.
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After seeing these shocking results of animal testing, I decided this is what my poster had to be about. I started to look at protests that have happened both locally and internationally and the one that caught my interest the most was Anonymous for the voiceless. This is yet another organisation but they stood out to me purely from how they protest. Anonymous for the voiceless is a new organisation that were founded in Melbourne in 2016 but soon became a world wide community. Their protests are non-violent and silent, they simply stand as a group in busy cities and show very graphic images and videos of animal testing and enslavement, they aren’t concerned about who sees and is disturbed by these images they are there to get the word out about animal cruelty in a way people will listen and with such a deep cutting visuals it’s impossible to ignore. This is where my inspiration has come from for my poster.[image: ]
I kept my poster to a simple collage as I was thinking about what I would take to a protest, I didn’t want plain text or too much text or an image that could be difficult to interpret. I used a couple of my own photos which I made as an interpretation of animal testing and I also used photos from PETA and other organisations to add the shock factor that is needed in a protest poster. I found images I felt were suitable and before even reading the text the poster is already hard hitting and upsetting, this will be used to grip and keep attention, the text then comes into play as it reads “We are not experiments” I used the word “we” as personification I want the people looking to see that these animals are also living being who also feel pain and get upset, this way it feels more personal to the observer.
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PETA's Research Modernization Deal Kicks Animal Tests to the
Curb

PETA scientists propose the “Research Modernization Deal” an important new strategy
for optimizing investment in biomedical research by eliminating animal experimentation,
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