Introduction 
Underreporting of crimes is a significant issue that affects the efficiency and effectiveness of the criminal justice system. While some victims of crime come forward to report their experiences, others remain silent, choosing not to involve the authorities. Understanding why certain individuals choose not to report crimes is critical for improving the criminal justice system and ensuring that victims receive the support they need. This essay explores the various factors that contribute to some victims choosing not to report crimes. It evaluates the reasons behind this underreporting and the implications it has on the criminal justice system, with a particular focus on the United Kingdom. 

Factors contribute to crime underreporting 

According to the latest Office for National Statistics (ONS) report, Domestic Abuse in England and Wales Overview: November 2024, estimates that approximately 2.3 million people aged 16 and over were affected by domestic abuse in the year leading up to March 2024. This figure, based on data from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, includes individuals who have chosen not to disclose their experiences to the police or domestic abuse support services and, as a result, have not interacted with the criminal justice system. This equates to around 4.8% of the population aged 16 and above in England and Wales, with an estimated 1.6 million women and 712,000 men affected.  

Victims of domestic abuse often choose not to report their experiences due to a range of personal factors. These include a fear of not being believed, concerns about retaliation from the perpetrator or their associates, feelings of shame and embarrassment, social isolation, fear of being held responsible, and a lack of confidence or trust in both the legal system and the police (Richardson, 2021). 

In addition, the victims have many barriers to reporting for example victim may feel ashamed to tell family members or friends for fear of being judged or not believed. The feeling of being responsible for the abuse or somehow it was their fault. Victims depend on their partner to pay bills. Fear of children being taking away by social services. They do not know their rights or the help that is available (Gurm and Marchbank, 2020).  

According to the 2022 Victims’ Survey, ninety-one per cent of female victims lacked confidence that reporting a crime would result in justice, while eighty-seven per cent did not perceive the criminal justice system as effective. Furthermore, seventy-nine per cent expressed doubts about the police's ability to conduct a thorough investigation into the crimes committed against them. As a result of their interactions with the police, fifty-nine per cent were either uncertain about or unwilling to report future incidents (Newlove, 2023). 

Socioeconomic status and domestic abuse 

Victims that live in poverty increase the level of stress within the household, that leads to disputes over money and essentials. This makes victims trapped, limiting access to independent housing or legal aid. Low level of education restricts job opportunities, more likely leads to poverty and vulnerability. As unemployment impacts financial instability, that may lead to victims of domestic abuse. Living in poor neighbourhoods contributes to being a victim of domestic abuse as it makes harder on victims to escape abusive relationships. Victims being dependent on abusers' financial leads to being controlled to have power over their victims (CAWC, 2024). 

Case example of domestic abuse  

242 domestic abuse related deaths were recorded between April 2022 to March 2023. Most of victims were female aged 25-54 years old, and majority of perpetrators being male. Key indicators of risk present in the perpetrator’s history consistently include controlling and coercive behaviour, mental ill health, alcohol use, drug use and separation/ending of the relationship. The Domestic Abuse Commissioner, Nicole Jacobs, said:
“Every life lost to domestic abuse is one too many and a failure by our systems” (NPCC, 2024).

Implications of underreporting

Underreporting impact victims as leaves others without necessary support services, victims continue to suffer. Impact criminal justice system by false allocate resources and crime reduction efforts, reduce the crime prevention policies. Furthermore, offenders will carry on with their criminal behaviour unchallenged, exposing more individuals to harm (Fiveable, 2024). 







Conclusion 

Victims chosen not to report their crime due to factor that effect their decision making and the most of victims chose not to pursuit the cases any further due lack of trust in criminal justice system or police. Underreporting has consequences to criminal justice system not being aware of where or how much resources are needed to help victims. Also, offender will continue committed the offences and cause harm to others. The implications of underreporting 
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