Reflective Writing: Assessment on the Romans in Wales

Completing my assessment on the Romans in Wales was a useful learning experience. At the start of the task, I did not feel very confident in my knowledge of the topic. I knew some basic information about the Romans in Britain, but I did not fully understand why Wales was difficult for the Romans to control. This made the assessment challenging at first, as I was unsure how to focus my work at Level 3.

One of the main difficulties I faced was research. I found a lot of information, but not all of it was relevant to Wales. Some sources focused mainly on England, which made it harder to find useful details about Wales. I also noticed that some sources gave different views on Roman success and resistance from tribes such as the Silures and Ordovices. This helped me realise the importance of choosing sources carefully and linking information back to the assessment question.

Another challenge was explaining information rather than just describing it. At first, my work included too many facts without explaining why they were important. After reviewing my work, I focused more on explaining the reasons behind Roman actions, such as why forts like Caerleon were built. This helped improve the quality of my work and made my writing clearer.

I also struggled with writing in my own words. In early drafts, I relied too much on my sources. To improve this, I started planning each paragraph and writing key ideas in simple notes before completing my paragraphs. This made it easier to understand the topic and explain it clearly in my own words.

Learning about the Romans in Wales helped me understand that Roman control was not the same everywhere in Britain. The landscape and strong resistance from local tribes made Wales harder to control. This showed me that geography and local opposition played a big role in history and limited Roman influence in the region.

Overall, this assessment helped me improve important Level 3 skills such as research, organisation, and reflection. I feel more confident in managing independent work and understanding historical topics. If I were to do this assessment again, I would plan my work earlier and focus more on explaining my ideas throughout. This task has shown me that reflecting on my learning helps me improve and develop my skills.
