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1.Introduction 
This report is on the potential threats on how ransomware and viruses could affect you and your business. It will also guide you on what to do if you do get infected, if you can restore files and more importantly what steps you can do to minimize your chances of getting infected.
2.  Viruses and ransomware.
  2.2 How they work
A virus is a malicious program that spreads through infected websites and files. When a device is exposed to a virus, the virus is installed and starts running without the user’s knowledge. Viruses can corrupt data, damage a device and interfere with its performance, formatting the hard drive. (1, 2024) Ransomware is a term used for when a software is used to encrypt you computer files and other devices which usually end up in the hacker requesting a fee.
 2.3 How will it affect you?
Ransomware is a type of malware which prevents you from accessing your device and the data stored on it, usually by encrypting your files. A criminal group will then demand a ransom in exchange for decryption. The computer itself may become locked, or the data on it might be encrypted, stolen or deleted. The attackers may also threaten to leak the data they steal. (2)
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