




Throughout the assignment I will be looking at the adjustments of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 that were changed to the defence of diminished responsibility and the impact of the changes for the Area around me and if it was good or bad. Looking at the advantages and disadvantages will also help to consider and put forward judgment towards a decision. 
[bookmark: _Int_82FVvha5]The Coroners and Justice Act 2009 was established to elevate performance for prosecution and coroner aid for victims, eyewitnesses, grieving relatives, and the overall population in respect of potency, clarity, and receptiveness. (Justice, 2009). Diminished responsibility is a justification for murder. It Implies that the suspect had a mental condition that was extreme to stop them from overseeing their own behaviour's. The homicide allegation need to be taken down to voluntary manslaughter if indeed the jury acknowledges the plea. (Gov, 1991)
 4 components listed below must be each proven for the argument to effectively assert a diminished responsibility defence:
That the accused had a mental health condition which was unusual. That an established physical illness is what caused this mental dysfunction that this mental disorder seriously hindered their ability to understand the essence of their behaviour, make a justified judgement, or practice self-control that the accused's actions can be explained by this disorder of psychological capacity (Ashman’s Solicitors, 2022)
[bookmark: _Int_4oqyZ3ro]This is described in numerous pieces of caselaw is that it has been abnormality of mind has been overruled by medical conditions that have been acknowledged under Section 52 (1) of the corners and justice act for there to be a successful plea of diminished responsibility the accused must be suffering from a recognised medical condition.
Some of the Recognised medical conditions include functional mental illness: Clinical depression (Gittens [1984]), Schizophrenia (Moyle [2008]), Battered women’s syndrome (Hobson [1998], Ahluwalia [1992]), Premenstrual tension and post-natal depression (Reynolds [1988]), Paranoia (Simcox [1964]), Personality disorders (Haddon [2003]), jealousy (R v Miller (1972)); epilepsy (R v Campbell (1997))
Section 3 in the homicide act 1957 changed the common law defence, for example if the declartion  of the provocation was adequate to cause a rational person to perform as they did will therefore be left to the jury when there is information proving a manslaughter charge that the suspect was caused to surrender his self-control. The jury will consider all acts and statements made to decide if they achieved the intended effect. (Gov, 2010)

The initial release of Section 2(1) of the Homicide Act 1957 only asserted that “Where a person kills or is a party to the killing of another, he shall not be convicted of murder if he was suffering from such abnormality of mind” (Justice, 2010) as considerably severely compromised there mental responsibility for their decisions and actions having done or not doing; it is worth pointing out that this earlier draft didn't specify that the accused's unpredictability should have contributed to the murder. (Justice, 2010)  
Interestingly, it did not have an obligation that the defendant's irregularity should have genuinely contributed to the murder under the previous version of s. 2(1) of the Homicide Act 1957, which stated solely that “Where a person kills or is a party to the killing of another, he shall not be convicted of murder if he was suffering from such abnormality of mind” (Rogers, 2015) as considerably compromised his mental responsibility for his decisions and actions having done or having been a participant in the crime"(Rogers, 2015) 
The need for change was to ensure that a key update to the legislation is the mention of an impairment of intellectual state. The impact of this would be which allows for a broader range of mental diseases than the old statute and for advancements in medical knowledge. Also, the evidence burden stays on the opposition to prove the circumstances in 
The law used to be known as section 2 of the homicide act 1957 then it was changed to section 52 of the Coroners and Justice Act as there was a lot of criticism and disagreement with the current law at that time. The requirements for this law to apply have changed, it has changed from abnormality of mind to abnormality of mental functioning.
 Another point is not that the condition of arrested or retarded development, this has now changed to recognised medical condition. The only one that has not changed is the impaired. This was for the better as the old law lacked information and left people confused as there was not a clear line. as for changing the law it has improved it massively as there is more clarity and understanding towards the law now, this is beneficial. (Kennefick, 2011) 
The advantages of these changes allowed people to be able to clearly know the difference as there was some confusion. The new law allowed it to update parts of the legislation to help improve the understanding and clearness of it, so it would be fair but also effective. It also establishes a more orderly and clear legalisation structure for sentencing crimes and offenders. 
The disadvantage with this new legalisation is that multiple of the new Factors they need greater evidence which implies you would need a more in-depth psychiatric input, this could lead many professionals to not agree with this change. (Mackay, 2021) 
another disadvantage of this is that ‘the loss of self-control’ statutory definition is missing. this could cause confusion and misunderstanding at the sentencing stage. (Reed et al., 2021)
Examination of the old partial defence by the Law Commission, its goals, including following change recommendations9 with regard towards the Government's approach, that led to the creation of the 'Coroners and Justice Act 2009'. 
Concentrating on the Action's practical consequences, Fortson argues that by rejecting crucial Law Commission suggestions and passing the 'Coroners and Justice Act 2009', House of commons has produced an overly complicated murder legislation that has produced numerous practical issues, nothing whatsoever in particular when specialists are asked to provide viewpoint substantiation. (Reed et al., 2021)
To conclude section 2 of the homicide act 1957 then it was changed to section 52 of the coroners and justice act just some of these changes. Include it has changed from abnormality of mind to abnormality of mental functioning T
his was for the better as the old law lacked information and left people confused as there was not a clear line. This was important as the new law allowed it to update parts of the legislation to help improve the understanding and clearness of it, so it would be fair but also effective.
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