Tone of poetic voice

This might include:  angry/precise   carefree/excitable  thoughtful/meditative    jaunty/intimate  ironic/sad etc

Lesson

Five minutes, no more, our stroll

from the restaurant through the quiet

Sunday afternoon streets,

Headed for our books, the next chapter

A bench in the park or stretched out

Under trees on the grass. We were crossing

The Paseo del Prado when you noticed
Our backpack gaping, unzipped,

The wallet gone, no longer mine.

Apparently it’s always happening

With backpacks, but after the shock

And the hassel, it’s the deftness

I’m left with, how I didn’t feel a thing,

How you need to keep practising.

Michael Lasky

Exercise: write four or five lines of a draft poem in which you are describing something surprising but doing so in a thoughtful, understated way.
Writing Anger

Ill-Wishing Him

I wish he’d had to rent a room

In Peterborough, to take his washing

To the launderette, watch his shirts turn pink.

I wish he’d lived on pork pie and pizza

And it had made him sick.

I wish he’d gone senile and forgotten

Who he was and what he’d done

And every day I could remind him. I wish

He’d died and left my name

As next of kin. They’d ring me.

And I’d say, Never heard of him.

Dorothy Nimmo

Exercise: write the opening of a poem in which someone is expressing anger about the actions of someone else (can be taken from something you’ve read or head about). Think of a repeated phrase to bind the poem together.
